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 Students produce a great many copyrightable works, including theses, dissertations and research projects.  The 

abuse of student’s rights in these works is a violation of both the Copyright Law and the system of ethics under which 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary operates.  It is the purpose of this statement to inform you of your rights under 

the Copyright Law, and, where appropriate, to assist you in protecting those rights. 

 

Rights in Student Works 

 You have the right to your own creative work.  Except for classroom and instructional purposes, no one may 

publish, display, perform, record or transmit your work, or use your material as part of another work without your 

permission.  However, if you submit your work for publication, display or performance to any school activity, you are 

granting the school or school group the right to edit, publish, display, perform, record and transmit the work.  Students 

completing a master’s or doctoral thesis are required to deposit two unbound, finished copies of the thesis and to sign 

Gordon-Conwell’s Copyright Release Form for Deposit Student Works, as well as copyright release forms for vendors 

that have been chosen by Gordon-Conwell, before the grade is recorded on the transcript. 

 

Registering with the Copyright Office 

 If you wish to register your work with the Copyright Office, you can write to Information and publications, 

Section LM-4555, Copyright Office, Library of Congress, Washington D.C., and ask for publication R1, Copyright 

Basics and Form TX, the form for original registration for published and unpublished non-dramatic literary works. 

 Official registration with the Copyright Office will require completion of all copyright registration applications 

and payment of a registration fee. 

 Under the present copyright law, no publication or registration or other action in the Copyright Office is 

required to secure copyright.  Copyright is secured automatically when the work is created.  There are definite legal 
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 The majority of student materials will be “copyrighted” as “unpublished works” and therefore do not require 

that the copyright notice be affixed.  However, to avoid inadvertent publication without notice, it is advisable for 

author or owner to affix a statement such as “Unpublished Work c 1989 John Doe” to copies leaving his or her 

control. 

 

Transfer of Copyright Privileges 

A student may grant copyright privilege to other individuals or groups of individuals by transferring those 

rights via written contract.  Once copyright ownership has been signed away in contract, it cannot be retrieved for 35 

years.   

The student can choose to transfer full or partial copyright, as noted below.  In any case, the student still 

retains full ownership of copyright.  By transferring ownership, the student releases the second party from the 

requirement of securing written consent for each use. 

 

There are five exclusive rights which are granted to the copyright owner, each of which 
may be transferred separately or jointly.  1) reproduction; 2)  preparation of derivative 

works; 3)  public distribution; 4) public performing rights, and; 5) public display. 
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