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Community Life Statement

The following is Gordon -" O O b | Cd@mudity Life Statemepntvhich each
member of our community must affirm. The Community Life Statement
reflects the ethos of Gordon-Conwell as a Christian institution within the
evangelical tradition. It also forms the pol icies and procedures followed
by the Office of Student Life Services.More information about our
community ethos can be found at
http://www.gcts.edu/current_students/comunity_ethos .

1 We affirm that the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are
the ultimate guide for our values, attitudes and behaviors in all
relationships.

1 We will seek to foster the development of spiritual maturity through maintaining a
personal devotional life and thro ugh participating in community worship and prayer

1 We will seek to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace, and in gentleness,
patience and humility, accept one another in love.

1 We will seek to encourage one another to mature in Christ-liken ess through attempting
to speak the truth in love in the classrooms, in business affairs, in social relationships and
in all other areas of our common life.

1 We will seek to encourage unity in families through responsible relationships.

1 We will seek to respect and encourage our unigueness in Christ, which includes our
diversity of denomination, race, culture, personality, experience, gifts and goals.

1 We will seek to become involved individually and corporately with the Church in
ministering to spiritual and social needs within and beyond our own community.

1 We renounce attitudes such as greed, jealousy, false pride, lust, bitterness, hostility, an
unforgiving spirit, and prejudice such as that based on race, sex and academic or socie
economic status

1 We renounce behaviors such as distortion of God's Word, deception, falsehood,
drunkenness, stealing, and sexual immorality such as premarital intercourse, adultery
and homosexual behavior.

1 We believe where conflict or sin occurs in the Gordon-Conwell community, a b iblical
process such as stated in Matthew 18:180 should be followed to seek correction,
forgiveness, restitution and reconciliation.

1 We will seek to practice an attitude of mutual submission according to the mind of
Christ, recognizing that at times our personal rights and preferences must be put aside
for the sake of others' conscience and the good of the community.

1 We will seek to encourage the cultivation of such spiritual attitudes as love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, genteness and selfcontrol.

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary  www.gcts.edu | ’ 6



http://www.gcts.edu/current_students/comunity_ethos

| Post-Arrival Information for International Students and Families | 2010-2011 |

The common life in Jesus Christ shared by students, faculty, administrators and staff provides a
base for special spiritual fellowship. The varying ecclesiological and personal backgrounds
enrich this sharing. A Christian community is enjoyed not only in the classroom, dormitory,
cafeteria and library, but also in a variety of devotional experiences.

Adjusting to Life in the United States

The following section is adapted from the Survival Kit for Overseas Living by L. Robert Kohls

American Ways

Generally Americans say they have no culture, since they often conceive

of culture as an overlay of arbitrary customs to be found only in other
EOQUOUUPI UBw( T waOUwWEUOwWUT 1T OwUOwUI 0bwaod
EUOQUUUI O2» wUOT 1 a wGwes anl thay thdy EeiOdeny thél w E O

there is an American culture. The most important thing to understand

about Americans is probably their devotion to individualism. They have

been trained since very early in their lives to consider themselves as

separate individuals who are responsible for their own situations in life

and their own destinies.

Closely associated with the value they place on individualism is the

importance Americans assign to privacy. Americans assume that people

201 1 EwUOOT wiUP O w@OwDl O OULOFOIVWEOODT 2 w
things or recover their spent mental and emotional energy. Another matter related to privacy is

P EUwUOxPEUWEUI WEEEI xUEEOI wUOWUEOOWEEOUUG w%nOU wi
age (unless you are veryfamiliar with them), how much money they earn, and what grade they

received on exams and other schoolwork.

Americans admire a well -organized, task-oriented person, one who has a written list of things
UOWEOWEOEWEWUET 1 EUOI wi OUVE 0D wdOT wODWYDEE QwBDDI E
EOOUT T UBw. UOwW?2T 1T wi T OUUUwWUT T wNOEWEOOT 82 w311 Ul wi R x
people whose lives are centered on efforts to accomplish some physical, measurable thing.

Americans like action. They tend to believe they should be doing something most of the time.

They are usually not content, as people from many other countries are, to sit for hours and talk

with other people. Closely related to the above characteristics, Americans are usually very time-

oriented. Most people wear a watch, have daily planners to schedule the hours of each day, and

expect their appointments to meet on time.

Americans are not taught, as people in many Asian countries are, that they should mask their
emotional responses. Tothem, being honest is usually more important than preserving
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harmony in interpersonal relationships.

As is probably true in your own culture, it takes time for friendship | a close relationship| to
develop between Americans. Nevertheless, most Americans are very friendly and appear to be
very open when you meet them. You may hear Americans refer to acquaintances such as
persons who happen to sit together in class, as friends. There are, however, degrees of
friendship.

Peculiarities of American English

INOUT T waOPUI Ew20EUT UOwx1 Ox Ol woOi Ul OwUEaAaoOw?' pOow' Obu
do not wait for a response. This is a polite greeting, not really a question. You can respond by

UEaDOTl Ow? %P Ol OwlUT EOOUS 2 w. Uwa OU wb Bxduwi? uBdwRGuw UGIiuw
UOTTUIT UwUOOO06» w311 Ul weul wi upl OEQawi BRxUI UUPOOUO

UwaOlwUl 1l w Ol UPEEOUWOOWEEOx UUWEOEwWOUIT I UwxOEEIT U
Ol I xwOOwPEOODPOT w31 PUWPUwWNUUUwWEwWT Ul 1 UDPOT wUUET wE

It is polite to call someone on the telephone before you visit. Even without an invitation it is
acceptable to call a new acquaintance to see if he or she would like to go to a campus activity
with you. You will have to make an effort to meet people so that friendships can develop.

Do not be surprised if other students and professors call you by your first name, even when you
first meet. Americans call each other by their first names much sooner and more often than do
people of most other countries. Also, if you are a pastor, do not be surprised if students and
professors call you by your first name.

Although you may be quite fluent in the English language, we are sure that you will hear many
PUOEOQT 2wl BRxUI UUPOOUwWPT PET wU O U QERNOWing s a listbUsarel 1 wE C
Ol wOT T wOOUTI wEOGOOOOwWI RxUIT UUPOOUB wW( T wadlwi il EUwWOUI
I RxOEOEUDPOOB wW3T 1 wi RxOEQEUPOOWOEa wWYI Ua wpk ' 0 @uyWmE
a list of common American expressions sometimes used on campus:

T ?EbpI UO 6dtstandégugreat
? E O 6ddod, great
? E U E=@vying to study as much as possible a very short time before an exam
? 1 U aamale, usually older than a boy
? 1 E-Ok za phobia, or something you find hard to do, be, or understand
200wOD &R Iwa OU wN &DPriddd gxpression, usually positive
200 T wOT 1T wU O x uséniething@dii$ay intaatEmeauslywithout much thought
? x E D O wb O wbifficulutibelsdn® person or process
? x U0 00D Ui BGialy awaké all night, usually to do schoolwork
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? UD x x | Frakéd iadvantage of when buying something

2UUEEIT Uwl b Owherlblrib eli€fntid comeé tauterms with reality
200D x wOi w8domathb@yOud skid unintentionally

? U x U Btehs&arworried , usually a person or group

PPT 001 WEMADE T

? b b E GireBlly, very (used as an intensifier)

? a O U wi=H graup of people (which could include females)

= =4 =4 -8 48 -8 -9

Friendships in America

Compared to some other cultures, Americans seem warm and open with new acquaintances.
However, this does not mean that close friendships are forming. Many talks and shared
experiences are necessary to form a truly warm friendship. Friendship patterns in the U.S. are
generally seen as casual and not normally of an intimate nature.

American Culture: Myths and Realities

From your reading, from American films and television, and from talking with Americans in

your country, you have probably formed some idea of life in the United States. Some of what

you have seen and heard s true; some of it is probably distorted or just plain fiction. To help

you distinguish fantasy from fact, we include Ul YI UEQWEOOOOOw? Oali PEEO~ wl
in the United States, followed by a view of the reality behind these myths. Remember, thou gh,

Ul EQwl EET wx1 UUOOZzUwl Rxi UPI OEl wbUWEDI i1 Ul OUOWEOE
will be your own discovery of America and Americans.

Myth Reality
Life is easy in While it is true that the m aterial standard of living in the United States is high, this has not
the United resulted in a leisurely pace of life. Visitors to the United States are often surprised at how hard
States, and most Americans work, at their long work hours and short vacations, and at the fast pac e of
Americans are | American life in general. Even leisure time is often devoted to activities such as sports, exercise,
lazy. or other hobbies that involve intense activity and effort. Many Americans are uncomfortable

with true leisure and feel guilty about doing nothing or s pending long periods of time relaxing
or talking with friends.
Ol UDE E u Individual freedom is an important American value, but newcomers may find themselves

land of the overwhelmed by the legal and bureaucratic restrictions on their activities and confused by the
i Ul 1 O2 wy complexities of social interaction. Throughout their 300 -year history, Americans have been
do whatever | trying to balance the freedom of the individual with the well -being of society, sometimes with
want there. odd results. Often the right of a majority to freedom from something wins out, as in anti -

smoking laws, where the right of nonsmokers to be free of smoke overrides the right of smokers
to smoke. International students are often shocked by the number of rules governin g their
behavior as foreigners, as students, as motorists, as bicyclists any of the roles they may
assume during their stay in the United States. The rules of social behavior in the United States
can be equally confusing. Also in the United States many different cultures exist side by side,
which means that values may differ widely from one social group to another and from one
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DOEDPYDPEUEOWUOWEOOUT 1 U w2001 UPOI UwbUwOEawUIT I
a newcomer should be wary of making a ssumptions about what is acceptable.

American American professors expect courtesy and respect; it is simply shown to them ways that may be
professors are | different from your own country. For example, while it is true that your American professors
casual. may ask you to address them by their first names, this does not mean they do not expect your

respect. Rather, respect in a United States classroom includes willingness to participate in class
discussion and to ask questions when you do not understand something that has been said.
Spend time watching how your American classmates interact with the professors. You will

catch on quickly to the unique mix of formality and structure.

Culture Shock

2" UO00UUI w21 OEOC> wbUwUT T wUI U O w bdsyeholbhdaudisorigtiaidd E1 wU O
most people experience when they move for a long time into a culture different from their own.

It can cause intense discomfort, often with hyper -irritability, bitterness, resentment,

homesickness and depression.

Culture shock does not result from one event or series of events. It comes instead from the
experience of doing, organizing, perceiving or valuing things which are different from yours

and which threaten your basic, natural belief that your enculturated customs, beli efs, values,
EOEwWEI T EY D OUIValskdoésuwd hhppen siddenly or have one single cause. Instead it
happens with the build -up of many things. These feelings increase slowly, typically from a
series of small events which are difficult to identify.

There can be many sources of culture shock. For instance, &ing cut off from your own culture
and known patterns with which you are familiar, especially the small, indirect ways you
normally have of expressing feelings. All the meanings that you understa nd as normal and use
to make your life understandable are changed.

12 Symptoms of Culture Shock

You think a lot about Uncontrolled or over Critical toward
home and miss its eating Americans or other
place, people, and the ethnic group.
life you had there. Easily annoyed and

agitated Lack of energy or the
Boredom or desire to work hard
withdrawal Over-cleanliness

Crying and weping

Sleeping many hours Stresgbetween you without any reason
and/or at different and your spouse)
times of he day Physical pain and

Family tension and suffering

conflict
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Not everyone will experience this type of culture shock, nor will everyone go through all the
symptoms. Many people go through culture shock with some ease, only now and again
experiencing the more serious reactions. But many others do not. For you it is important to
know that the above responses may occur in different forms and stages, depending on your
own personality, temperament, and situation. Also, for those who have F -2 dependents living
with yo u, please keep in mind that your family members may experience culture shock more
quickly and more intensely than you do.

Four Stages of Personal Adjustment Which Most People Who Live Abroad Go Through

First, everything new to you becomes interesting and exciting. You will notice the similarities of
America and its culture to your own country. You become impressed with how people
everywhere are really much alike. This period of joy and happiness may last from several weeks
to a month, but then your feeling s will change.

In the second stage, the focus turns from similarities to the differences.

These differences will seem to be everywhere. You will become angry at little things, and may

look at small problems as major difficulties .3 T PUWUUET | wBDOWOOO mOiuBE ODE WE ¢
may experience any of the symptoms listed above.

In the third stage, the hard times are over and you are on the way to recovery. This step comes
very slowly and most likely you are unaware that it is even happening. You become more
comfortable, and you realize the situation is not hopeless after all.

Finally in the last stage, you feel the ability to function in two cultures with confidence.
What Other Students Say About Culture Shock
?We always warned new students about the thmeath blues; it seemed about that time that we all felt

Pl EQwpPIl wl YI OUUEOOawUl EOP4&l EWPEUWEUOQUUUIT wuUT OEOGB »
Student from India

(w0l QUTT Uwxl OxO1 wi UOOwWx OEET UwOPOIl w( OEPEWEOEW) E
Americans are alot likd.S.& 1 UOEOUd w( Uwp OOz UWET wUOWEDBI i1 Ul OUB w

Student from Germany

9 Ways to Survive Culture Shock

1. Keep in mind the purpose for being in America.
2. Joina church.
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Get to know America and its culture.

Look for practical reasons behind everything in the American culture .

Do not give in to the temptation of disliking the American culture.

Talk to others about specific situations and about your feelings related to them.

Attend events sponsored by Student Life Services for international students, as well as
Maintain a close relationship with Student Life Services for support.

©No Ok ®

Packing and Moving Tips

As a student, you (and your family) will probably spend your time in the U.S.living in
temporary accommodations such as on-campus dorms or apartments. Unmarried students
often shift residences quite often whereas many married students tend to stay in one place for
most of their time in the U.S. Where you live is perhaps one of the most important decisions you
will make as a student in the U.S. Most F-1 students (and their families) live on-campus, as this
housing is convenient, generally affordable, and the best way to meet others and experience
great community life . Few F1 students ever buy homes or condominiums while in the U.S.,
especially since property in New Engl and is usually quite expensive. Some students do,
however, love in off-campus apartments and rented homes.

We recommend you carefully consider your living situation before arriving i n the U.S.For one,
ensure that your living circumstances are safe and suitable to your needs, especially if you have
a family. You will also begin to acquire possessions while you are here such & furniture and
clothing. Therefore, we recommend you bring only what you need to get started living in the
U.S. and that you make major purchases like televisions, computers, and furniture after you
arrive.

Important Documents to Bring

There are many items that you must bring wit h you and have readily available at all times while
living in the U.S., including:

i Official transcripts and syllabi from secondary schools, colleges, or universities

1 Medical and dental records, including certificates of immunizations and vaccinations
(especially important for young children)

1 Information about medical conditions or treatments, prescriptions for medication

(including generic and brand names), spare eyeglasses and a prescription.

Marriage certificate, original and translated if necessary

Birth certificates for children

(OUI UGEUDOOEOWEUDYI Uz UwOPEIT OUI U

Certificates or letters of recommendation when applying for an on -campus job

= =4 -4 A
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Wherever applicable, these documents should be accompanied by official English translations.
Keep these documents in asafe place throughout your entire time in the U.S.

On-campus Housing

The deadline for on-campus housing applications for all F-1
students is April 1 <. Before you apply to Gordon -Conwell,
check with the Housing Office to get a sense of what on-
campus accommodations will be available to you (and your
family). On-campus housing is by far the most common
option F-1 students pursue. Particularly for students with
families, on-campus housing is the most recommended
option to avoid the difficult
culture shock that can come from
adjusting to life in the U.S.

However, please remember thaton-campus housing is limited and
not guaranteed to every incoming student. Especially for students

y who apply very late and/or plan to arrive on-campus on short notice,
we recommend you contact the Housing Office as soon as possible and if needed,consider the
option of living off-campus (recommend for single students only) until on -campus housing
becomes available.

Off-campus Housing

SomeF-1 students live off-campus in surrou nding communities such as Beverly, Salem, even as
far as Boston. It is solely your responsibility to find off-campus housing if this is the option you
will pursue. We recommend the Gordon -Conwell off-campus housing list (available to all
incoming students by request from the Housing Office) . The most common off-campus housing
options are apartments.

We recommend you carefully consider where you live if you choose to live off-campus. You
may find apartments right around Gordon-Conwell are quite expensive, whereas apartments in
other areas are morereasonably priced. Remember, with apartments you typically get what you
pay for. Safety should always be of top concern, as well as location and price We do not usually
recommend that students with families live off campus.

Electrical Output

Many students have experienced difficulty bringing electronic equipment from other countries
into the U.S. So you know, the standard electrical output in the U.S. is 110V/220V, so most
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foreign electrical equipment cannot be used here. Bring electrical devices only if you will run
them on batteries or a voltage converter.

New England Weather: What to Expect

The weather in New England is dramatic and difficult to predict. Summers are usually mild but
can become quite hot, with average temperatures ranging from 60-95 degrees Fahrenheit (1835
degrees Celsius). Fall andspring can be cool, even quite cold at times, with average
temperatures ranging from 38-60 degrees Fahrenheit (315 degrees Celsius). Winters in New
England can be very cold and snowy. Average temperatures range from 0-37 degrees
Fahrenheit (-17-3 degrees Celsius). Because weather and temperatures can vary sigficantly ,
the best way to prepare for the weather in New England is to be prepared for anything.
Especialy during the winter, have several layers of clothes that can be put on or taken off
according to the temperature; wear a heavy coat, hat and gloves; and prepare your car for
winter driving .

Changing Seasons

Fall weather begins in late August and contin ues through October. By
November days become much colder as winter approaches.It also becomes
dark very early around November, usually before 4:00 p.m. Winter weather
usually lasts from November to the beginning of April and can also be very
dark and cloudy. Snow and freezing rain are common during these times,
sometimes lasting for days at a time. January is the month normally with the
heaviest snowfall, and February and March are usually the coldest. Spring
arrives in April and lasts until mid -June. Beleve it or not, snow and cold
weather are still very common during the Spring. Summer comes around mid -June and lasts till
late August, as temperatures gradually warm up to as high as 95 or 100 degrees

During the winter, warm insulating clot hing is necessary. It will be
necessary to have orpurchase items like a heave coat,
warm insulated pants, hats, scarves, and glovesby
October, depending on how well you handle the cold.
Planning ahead is suggested because winter coms
quick and can be unpredictable. The costs of each of
these items varies from store to store, so shop around before purchasing and
if you are willing, look online for the best deals. Everything you might need
can be bought locally and will be most affordable in larger cities like Beverly,
Danvers, Salem, and Boston.
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During the coldest months it is especially important to cover your hands and face when the
wind is blowing strongly. A brisk wind can freeze your skin quickly, even though the air
temperature is moderate. Simple precautions such as mittens will prevent these problems from
developing.

To check the current weather in South Hamilton, go to www.weather.comd w3 a x| w?2 OUU0T w

"EOPOUOOOW, 2wlOUw?YhRNUW 2 wpdUUwa barmuniof@ Bdok tkd O U OwU T
local weather and to check current temperatures and conditions.

Communication on Campus

There are many ways for you to receive important information on campus at Gordon -Conwell.
Much of the communication you will receive as an F -1 student will be from your international
adviser in Student Life Services through either your campus mailbox or by e-mail to your
Gordon-Conwell student email account. Students must check their student email account daily.
Students may also gain access to important information through many on-campus resources.

Student Handbook

The Student Handbools an official document that contains information about academic and
community life policies. This is published by Student Life Services and Admissions an d can be
found electronically at www.gordonconwell.edu/hamilton/registration

Seminary Catalog

The Seminary Catalogontains important academic information , including program descriptions,
degree requirl O1 OUUOQOwxUOI 1 UUOUZUWEDOT UExT PEEOwWHOI OGUOEU
email addresses

Community Directory

The Community DirectoryO w @ H? w lagits@oemmonly called, contains photographs and
contact information of students, administration, fac ulty , and staff at Gordon-Conwell . This
directory is published by the Public Relations Office and is distributed in paper format to the
seminary community around October of each year.

Campus Guide to Auto and Public Safety Regulations

The Campus Guide téuto and Public Safety Regulatiomsntains regulations regarding the use of
motor vehicles on-campus and other helpful driving tips . Each student is responsible for
reviewing the content of this document, even if they do not plan to drive on-campus.
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Friday A.M.

The Friday A.M. is a weekly publication of the seminary. It is used by many students and offices
to make general announcements including upcoming on -campus events, important deadlines,
ministry needs, and items for sale. The Friday A.M. is emailed to the entire seminary community
every Friday morning while school is in session (September through May).

Bulletin Boards

Bulletin Boards are another way information is passed on to students. The following bulletin
boards are located in the Kerr Building :

1 Campus Events: Notices of events and opportunities happening on the campus of
Gordon-Conwell (located in the Mailroom lobby).

1 For Sale: Information regarding sale of such items as cars, books, furniture, services such
as typing, childcare, and other miscellaneous items (located in the Mailroom lobby).

1 Off-campus: Events which are occurring in other churches and Christian organizations
(located in the Mailroom lobby).

1 Registration Office: Course schedules, wait lists, professor sabbaticals and other
impo rtant information (located in the Mailroom lobby).

There are several other bulletin boards located throughout campus (Academic Center, Library,
Apartment Buildings, Dorms). P lease check them frequently for other important and useful
information.

Off-Campus Employment Postings

Though bulletin boards often contain posted information about off -campus employment, F-1
students are not permitted to engage in any unauthorized employment and F-2 dependants are
not permitted to work under any ¢ ircumstances. Please see yourinternational student adviser
for any questions or concerns you may have about your employment restrictions.

Financial Matters

Once you arrive, you may find you have many questions about how to properly manage your
finances. Many students, for instance, wonder where to open banking accounts, how and where
to purchase important items, and how to convert currency from their home country into U.S.
dollars.

Helpful Pre and Post-Arrival Financial Tips
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Before you arrive inthe U.S6 Owb |l wUl EOOOI OEwadUwx UUET EUI wEUwOI E
cover any initial arrival or travel costs once in the U.S.Most major stores in Massachusetts
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You may use these funds for airport emergencies (e.g. taking a cab or shuttle, if needed) and to

make initial purchases such as groceriesand clothing once you arrive . Student Life Services is

more than willing to help you with rides to local stores and b anks when you first arrive ,

assuming you make arrangements in advance with your international student adviser.

Remember that the budget estimates provided to you by Gordon-Conwell (as listed on the
Application for | -20/Visa Certificate) are only estimates Actual costs may be significantly higher
or low er than what you expect, depending for instance on the lifestyle you lead, the places you
shop, and the amount of meals you eat out in restaurants and local markets. In most casesyour
financial situatio n will not change that mu ch once you arrive. How you typically managed your
finances in your home country may not change dramatically once in the U.S.

Be sure that you can afford to pay your tuition and feeswhen required by Financial Services in
your first semester,and that you have sufficient fund s for living expenses during your first year
in the U.S.

Currency, Exchange Rates, and Credit Cards

Bringing any currency into the U.S. canpose many challenges especially if your country has
strict regulation s about taking funds abroad. Check with th e foreign exchange department at
your bank or financial institution well in advance and make the necessary arrangements to
bring sufficient funds with you once you leave your home country.

We recommend you have enough funds transferred or converted to efficiently bank in the U.S.

and pay for all your educational and personal expenses. Also, open an accountat a local bank as
soon as possible after your arrival. Be sure that bank drafts are payable to you personally and

are made out in U.S. dollars. We also recommend that you bring a major credit card (Master

Card, Visa, American Express) 3 Y Y Y wb OwU U E Y | ableakt $200uirEchsh. MostranjoiE O E
airports have currency exchange kiosks you may use for a fee.

While there are many websites and resources for receiving current exchange rates, we
recommend www.xe.com .

Banking
There are many small to mid-sized local banks not too far from Gordon -Conwell, as well as

branches for somelarge national banks. All banks keep a variety of brochures that describe
services you may want to use, and you can always talk to the personnel in the bank.
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Banks are usually open for business Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Some banks
have branches located in grocery stores. These are more likely to be open during the evenings
and on Saturday mornings.

Opening Accounts

In the U.S.,there is a distinction between checking and savings accounts, one being that
checking accounts may or may not pay interest while savings accounts always do.

Banks offer many checking and savings services.You do not need an appointment to open an

account, butyouwill 01 T EwUOwU x| E O wb @storheude@icd GO wdl QUUPEOE OWE E
I EOOUz wU Its@od @pehingdcadunts can vary, but you will probably need at least the

following documents to open an account:

1. Proof of personal identification. Your passport is one source of picture identification.

Visa documents, including your | -20and 1-94.

3. Proof of your local address, such asa bill or other official papers you received at your
local seminary address. If necessary, the Housing Office can also write a letter verifying
your local address.

4. Proof of attendance at Gordon-Conwell.

no

Checking Accounts

Banks offer different types of checking accounts designed to fit individual needs. It is best to
speak with a bank representative to determine what type of account would best suit your
needed.

The minimum deposit required to open a checking account varies from bank to bank, but be
prepared to have at least $50 to open an account

Every month you receive a statement from the bank which lists all the transactions and which
returns your canceled checks to you. This statement will be mailed to you or made available
online. Be sure to have sufficient funds in your account for the checks you write. If not, your
account will be overdrawn and you will incur additional charges.

Savings Accounts

Savings accounts enable you to save money ad accumulate interest on your savings. Most
savings accounts require a minimum deposit higher than what is required for opening a
checking account. Be prepared to start a savings account with at least $100Also, savings
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accounts are more restrictive than checking accounts.If you open a savings account check to
see how often your bank permits you to access your funds. Typically, banks do not permit you
to writ e checks from a savings accountand withdraws from savings accounts are usually
limited.

Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) and ATM Cards

Almost all banks issue ATM cards that allow you to make deposit s and withd rawals 24 hours a
day through automated teller machines, or ATMs. ATMs are usually located outside bank
branchesand in many other central locations like gas stations and supermarkets. Be aware,
though, that ATMs often charge fees unless you withdraw from an ATM managed by your

bank. Some supermarkets evenaccept ATM bank cards for payment, though be aware of fees
associated with these transactions too.

Transportation

Gordon-Conwell is located in a rural area, about 1 “2miles from some stores, banks, and
restaurants. There is a train that goes from downtown Hamilton to Boston, but other pu blic
transportation is limited . It is difficult to g et to food stores and other places without a car or
some other means of transportation. Remember toothat New England is quite cold most of the
year, so even walking to places off-campus can be verychallenging.

Owning a Car

Most F-1 students find it necessary to purchase a caat some point, especially students with
children. Used cars costanywhere from $5,000 to as much as $10,000. Man¥-1 students will be
required to pay cash for a car, especially if purchased from an individual seller. If you decide to
buy a car, you will also need to get a Massachusetts diver's license, purchase car insurance
(which usually costs about $900$1,100 per year.), and pay toinspect and register your car.
Massachusetts also requires that everyonew QwOpP OQOUWEQWEUUOOOEDPOI wx Ea wE
year. The amount of this tax is based on the yearthe automobile was made. Obtaining your
driving record from your country in English, or accompanied by an official, notarized English
translation may be helpful in getting lower car insurance rates. When you apply for car
insurance, some insurance companies may not mention the need for a driving record, so you
should be sure to ask about it.

International Drivers Licenses

The Sate of Massachusetts honors vdid driver licenses issued by countries listed in Appendix C

Of wOT 1T w, EUUEET UUIT O0UwW#UPYI UzUw, EOQUEOQwWI OUwWOOI wal
year period begins again each time you lawfully enter the U.S.
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Ow? ( OUI UOE UDP OOE O usélfdéey midntar drivingbivleges ihaMasBachusetts.
Nor is it required to drive in the U.S. When driving with your license from your country, you
should also have your valid passport/l -94 with you at all times. A valid International Dri ving
Permit merely serves to confirm that a license was issued and translates the relevant
information on the license into other languages. However, it is suggested that you obtain the
International Driving Permit if your license is not in English. For ins tance, you may need it in
order to use your original license for identification purposes. Beware of internet sites or any
OUT EOPAEUPOOUWUT ECwUT OOwi UEUEUOI OUw?( O6UIl uC
driving privileges or allow you to by pass official RMV regulations.

EUDOO

%OUwWOOUI wbOi OUOEUDPOOWOOwW( OUI UGEUDOOEOQwW#UDYDOT w/
please seehttp://www.mass.gov/rmv/license/international.htm

Receiving a Massachusetts Driver License

Massachusetts will not permit you to convert your International Driving Permit or license from
your home country (unless granted in Canada and Mexico). That is to say, if you do not have a
valid license or if the one-year period described above has expired, Massachusetts requires you
to go through the entire application process for receiving an official state license. Your driving
record from your home country will not exempt you from any part of this process. We
recommend receiving your Massachusetts license before the oneyear period expired for your
foreign license.

To receive a Massachusetts license, you must go to the Registry of Motor Vehicles and take a

written test, a vision test, and a road test. The written test can be taken on a walkin basis

without scheduling an appointment. Other tests, however, may require you to make an

appointment. Please make sure you have a reasonable knowledge of Massachusetts driving

regulations. You can obtain a copy of the ClO OO OP1T EOUT wdi w, EUUEEdnine 1 U0 UL
at www.state.ma.us/rmv/dmanual . This manual includes Massachusetts driving regulations, as

well as information about taking tests in a foreign language. P lease note that traffic laws and

driver licensing regulations vary from state to state in the U.S.

"EOEEPEOwWOUwW, | RPEEOwW#UDPYI Uz Uw+DEI OUI U

Massachusetts will permit you to convert a license from Canada, Mexico or any U.S. Territories
if you complete the fol lowing:
1. Provide a certified driving record (not more than 30 days old) from the country or
territory where you are licensed
2. Take and pass a vision test.
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3. Take a written test if your license has been expired for more than one year but less than
for years.

4. Take a full test, written and road, if your license has been expired for more than four
years.

11 EI DYDOT wEw-1 Pw, EVUUEET OUI O0Uw#UPYI UzUw+DEI OUIT w
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your identity. Thes e documents may include:
1. Social Security Card or valid, current passport.
2. Document proving your date of birth
3. Document proving your signature
4. Document proving Massachusetts residency (e.g., a bill sent to you at your Massachusetts
address, copy of your lease, or a letter of verification from the Housing Office)

U0wOi wbUI OVUwl Owt wESEWKOWEUwWOI EUUwELE. dietlitkbseiE1 wE
(along with a legally acceptable translation or International Driving Permit if it is not in English )
PUWEWYEOPEwW?UI EOOEEUVUaAWEOEUOI OU62» wnOUwWEWET UEDPOI E
documents, seehttp://www.mass.gov/rmv/license/Acceptableld.pdf .

Registry of Motor Vehicles Contact Information

The Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) is located inside the Liberty Tree Mall, at the following
address:

100 Independence Way
Danvers, MA 01923

You may reach the RMV at (978) 9274913 or online atwww.m assrmv.com.

Always bring your passport, | -20, and Massachusetts identification with you. The lines for this
office can be long, so we advise you bring everything with you to avoid having to return to
provide more information. We advise yo u to go early in the morning to avoid long waiting

AN A~ e N

http://www.mass.qgov/rmv/dmanual/index.htm

Legal Requirements and Safety Tips for Driving in the U.S.

The following list will help you understand some driving basics once you start to drive in the
U.S:
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may be driving.

2. Vehicle Registration : State law requires you to have the registration for the vehicle you
are driving in the car, even if the vehicle is not actually yours.

3. Safety Inspection: Vehicles registered in Massachusetts must have a valid Massachusetts
safety sticker. Vehicles must be inspected after being registered in Massachusetts and
afterwards, it must be inspected every 12 months. The sticker is on the lower corner of
UT 1 wi UOOUwWxEUUI OT 1T Uz UwWwUDPET wOil wOT T wYTI T DEOI wkb

4. Seat Belts Massachusetts has a mandatory seat blt law. Everyone is required to use seat
belts when driving or riding in a vehicle in Massachusetts.

5. CarSeats OOwWET POEUI OQwi DYl wal EVUUwWOUwWOI UUwOUUUWET 1
11 UOUEDPOUwW#1 YPEI 62 w4 Ul wEw?" T DOE enweighing uptol Uw1l i
40 pounds or 5 years of age. All children between the ages 5 and 12 years of age must
wear a properly adjusted and fastened safety belt when riding in a vehicle.

6. Approaching Emergency Vehicle: When a fire truck, police vehicle, ambulance or
disaster vehicle (using red or blue lights and sirens) is approaching your vehicle, you
should immediately drive your vehicle as far as possible toward the right hand curb or
side of the street and keep your vehicle stopped until all emergency vehicles have
passed

7. Approaching Intersections : Drivers shall not cross or enter an intersection which they are
not able to go through without stopping and thereby blocking other vehicles from
traveling in a free direction . A green light does not always mean a clear intersection.

8. Blind Pedestrians: Whenever a totally or partially blind pedestrian, guided by a guide
dog or carrying a cane or a walking stick (white in color or white tipped with red),
crosses or tries to cross a way, the driver should bring their vehicle to a full stop, and
before going should be careful not to injure such pedestrian.

9. Crosswalks: Pedestrians have the right of way at marked crosswalks in Massachusetts.

State law requires that drivers stop completely at crosswalks if there are pedestrians
crossing or waiting to cross. No driver shall pass any other vehicle which is has already
stopped at the marked crosswalk to allow for pedestrians to cross, or enter a marked
crosswalk until there is enough space beyond the crosswalk for the vehicle to be driven.
Never park on the sidewalk or in any way that would block the sidewalk.

10. Safety Precautions operation or parking of vehicles: No person, when operation a motor
vehicle, shall allow anything (to be on or in the vehicle, or on or with the person) t hat
may interfere with or hind er the proper operation of the vehicle or any equipment by
which is operated or controlled. This prohibits drivers from using headphones.

11.SchoolBus6 1 | OWEx x UOEET DOT wEwYI 1 DPEOI wpBDUT w?22" ' . . +
flashing red signal lights in the front and rear, drivers shall stop their vehicle, unless they
are approaching from the opposite direction on a divided highway, before reaching the
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school bus and shall not go until the warning lights on the bus are turned off, u nless
directed to do so by a police officer.
12.Speed Limits: No person operating a motor vehicle shall drive at a speed greater than is
posted, reasonable, and proper. Everyone operating vehicle shall decrease the speed of
their vehicle whenever there is a special hazard, or by reason of dangerous highway
conditions due to bad weather conditions.
13.Railroad Crossing: Every person operating a motor vehicle, upon approaching a railroad
crossing , should reduce the speed of the vehicle to a reasonable and properate before
going over the crossing, and shall go over the crossing at a rate of speed and with such
care as is reasonable and proper under the circumstances.
14.Police: If stopped by the police while driving:
a. Stay in your vehicle. It is dangerous for you to step out onto the roadway, and the
police are trained to view this as an aggressive behavior.
Keep your hands where they can be easily seen, like on the steering wheel.
Remain calm.
Do not make any sudden movements.
S Opwa OUUWEUDYI Uz U waiankbithe UehiceE IGie widgrisd isut) 1 T D U
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not accept the entire wallet. If the registration is in a folder, book, etc. also take it
out.
f. If you are asked to sign your name for the police officer, do so. You can be cited
for the failure to comply with this request.
g. If a police officer asks you your name and address, answer truthfully . You can be
cited for failure to act on this request.
h. Your signature on a citation issued to you is an acknowledgment of your receipt of
the citation, not an admission of guilt.
15. Funeral Processions State law forbids you to cut through or disrupt cars in a funeral
x UOET UUPOOG w31 PUwxUOBET UUPOOwWPUwWUUUEN®asaddl E WE
specifically for a funeral), with its headlights on.
16.When Lost: If you are lost or unsure of where to go, do not stop your vehicle in the
middle of the street. Pull over to the right side of the road to ask questions.
17.Left Turn Only/Right Turn O nly: If you are in a lane with an arrow thatismar O1 Ew? +1 [ U1
3UUOw. 00a»udlue.1®0d Quwwa OUwoOUU0wlUUOwPOwWUT EUw
18. Safety from Strangers:Do not open your window all the way to talk to people. When you
T OwbOUOwWUT T wEPUaOwa OF WO B wiwdk © O Ol wied OGN E wi
sure your doors are locked and do not open your window all the way.
19.Rotaries: Whenyou approach a rotary, especially in Boston, remember that the cars
inside the rotary have the right of way. Therefore, you should | et them go first.

®caoooT

Legal Requirements and Safety Tips for Traveling Safely With Children
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The following list will help you understand some driving basics if you drive in the U.S with
children:

1.

A child must ride in a car seat that is secured in the back seatof the car from birth until
TT wOUWUT | wbUWOEUT T wi 6OUTT wOOwWi PUWEOUUI EUOa wD
the child is five to seven years old, or weighs 50-60 pounds.

. Child car protection comes in four types: car bed, infant -only, converti ble and booster.

8OUUWET POEzUwUP&Tl WEOCEwWPI BT T UwWET U1 UOPOT wUOT T wU
a. Car Bed: For premature babiesor those fewer than seven pounds.
b. Infant Only: Rear-facing, reclined, for infants from seven to about 20 pounds at
one year of age The car seat must face the rear of the car and should never be used
in a front seat where there is an air bag.
c. Convertible: Rear-facing for infants from seven to about 20 pounds and one year
of age. Forward-facing for toddlers from one year of age and about 20 to 40
pounds.
d ! OOUUI Uow" T POEUI Qwi UOOWKY wUOwt Ywx OUOEUOWE
The car seat you select must meet federal motor vehicle safety standards and be
OEOUI EEUUUI EwET Ul Uw) EOUE Ua whiN Wh aduesti@itt OysténO U WE w
EOOI OUOUWUOWEOOWExxOPEEEOI wil ETl UEOwWOOUOUWYIT T
Many parents are unaware that the seat belts of some common vehicles are not capable of
holding a child car seat securely. (Typically the car seat should not move morethan an
DOET whi 1 OwUI EVUI EwPDOwx OEETI 6 Aw8 OUWOEaA WOl 1 Ew0O
service department for further instruction, or contact the highway safety office in your
state to determine what you need to secure the seat properly.
Never try to tend to a crying baby while driving. Find a safe place to stop. Never take a
baby out of the car seat for comforting while the car is moving; rather, first pull safely to
the side of the road.
Air bags/Automatic Seat belts: Never use a rearfacing seatin the front seat of a vehicle
equipped with a passenger side air bag, unless you have a cutoff switch for the air bag.
3T T WUET T UOwxOEET wi OUWEOOWET POEUI OwPOwWEEUWUI E
belts are automatic, either motorized or door mounted, do not use a child car seat in the

A N oA~ e N

correctly.

Driving During the Winter

New England is known for its long, harsh winters that can make car travel very challenging and
dangerous. When winter weather finally sets in, start with your vehicle owner z manual for
helpful tips on maintaining your car. Most manuals have a section on special driving

instructions for bad weather and precautions for cold weather. Familiarize yourself with this
information.
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Before you drive, remove all ice and snow from your vehicle, including the area around your
license plate. Snow on windows reduces your visibility, increasing the chance of an accident.
Snow left on your vehi cle can blow off onto other vehicles, blinding them temporarily, and may
even cause them to get into an accident.

Beware of wet roads (or walkways) that suddenly freeze or glaze over, often form "black ice.”
This extremely thin glaze, or coating of ice, that forms on roadways, is very easily mistaken for
water, instead of "Black Ice," until after an accident occurs. The cause is a quick drop in
temperature at dawn, (the last few minutes before sun rise), or at dusk, (as, or just after, the sun
sets). Ths is how a road that was wet all day, or all night, can suddenly freeze, fo rming very
dangerous conditions.

New England6 DOUT Uw51 T PEOI w?2U0UYDPYEOw* pU~?

The following list contains items we recommend you keep in your vehicle throughout the
winter months (usually October through April). All of these items can be purchased at most
major retailers (e.g. Target, Wak, EUUA WEOE wU OO WEUWOOEEOwWT UOET Ua wl

1. Ice scraper. Necessary to clear windshield and windows before driving. NEVER use hot
water to clear your windshield, it often cracks the cold glass, destroying the windshield!!

2. Snow brush: Use it to clear all the snow from your vehicle & lights before driving.

3. Snow Shovel: Use to remove the snow around your vehicle, to free it from all those littl e
snow banks it gets stuck in, or the snow that the plow piles up around your vehicle.

4. Flashlight: Make sure the batteries are good. Check it periodically, do not assume it
works.

5. Blanket(s): In case you are stranded somewhere with a vehicle that won't run.

6. Traction enhancer. When your vehicle is stuck (spinning your wheels) on ice or packed
snow, often all you need to get going again is a little something to improve your traction.
A container of sand, rock salt, ice melt, or even kitty litter, will do t he job nicely.

7. Reflective triangles and road flairs: For breakdowns or accidents, to warn on-coming
traffic of the hazard ahead.

8. ' EOUI Ua w? N U dnxchse yolkk riedd @ jutdp start” for your vehicle.

9. Lock de-icer: Readily available in small spray cansand reasonably priced. A small piece
of ice in your lock can disable the lock, locking you out. Keep some in your briefcase,
purse, or coat.

Winter Driving Tips

The following list contains tips we recommend you keep in mind throughout the winter months
(usually October through April):
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1. Asgeneral rule, as road corditions deteriorate reduce your speed and increase the
distance between vehicles accordingly. Speed limits are established for daylight hours,
on clear, dry roads. Reduce speed on snow coveredslippery roads, which require much
greater braking distances to STOP.

2. Remember, no amount of salt or sand will stop a car that's going too fast! Drive at a
speed that's reasonable and proper for the existing road conditions.

3. Massachusetts Motor Vehicle Law, Chapter 90, Sect. 13, prohibits anything in the vehicle,
or on your person, that interferes with the safe operation of your vehicle. This includes
the driver's use of headphones, or driving while trying to see through a peek -hole in the
snow on your ve hicle windows.

4. In the daytime, when driving in reduced visibility situations due to snow, blowing snow,
fog, etc., turn on your headlights. It may, or may not, help you to see any better, but it
increases your ability to be seen by other drivers. (Do not forget to turn your lights off
when you get to your destination!).

5. Bridge surfaces freeze BEFORE roadway surfaces, as temperatures go below freezing.

6. When driving on snow covered roads, if your wheels start to spin, reducing the gas will
usually help. Racing the engine spins the tires, friction from the spinning tires heats the
snow or ice under the tires, forming water and very slippery road conditions.

7. To reduce the risk of spinning the drive wheels of a vehicle: Keep "standard"
transmissions in the "Highest" gear possible, without stalling the vehicle. Keep
"automatic" transmissions in "Drive."

8. When driving down hill on packed snow or icy roads, do NOT use "low gear" as a brake.
The high torque put on the drive wheels may spin the wheels, causing a loss of traction
and an increase in speed. The vehicle may also start to skid, and control of the vehicle
may be lost, causing an accident. To go dowrthill safely, you must maintain a safe, slow
speed and use proper braking techniques.

9. Sunshine warms most roadways, melting snow & ice, but shaded areas of some roads,
remain icy, and dangerous. Remember these places, i.e., on Essex Street, as you enter the
Seminary.

10.Do not brake aggressively in icy or slippery road conditions. To stop on icy or slippery
roads, gently pump your brakes. Another method is known as "Squeeze", or "Threshold"
Braking. Push the brake pedal, with steadily increasing pressure, while maintaining
"Rolling Traction." This allows you to keep control of your vehicle. Braking carefully , in
this manner, allows you to stop, in the shortest possible distance, without the loss of
control experienced when you "LOCK UP" your wheels (wheels stop turning and start
skidding). If you "LOCK UP" YOUR WHEELS, you lose traction and risk losing contr ol
of your vehicle. To regain control, ease off the brake, so the wheels can turn again,
regaining traction & control. You must have traction to control your vehicle! For Anti -
lock Braking Systems ("ABS"), press firmly, and hold the brake pedal down.

11.To avoid putting your car in skid (i.e. if your v ehicle starts to slide)
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1 Do not make abrupt steering changes while driving.

1 Do not brake sharply, or forcefully enough to "LOCK UP" your wheels.
1 Do not accelerate or decelerate suddenly.

1 Do not drive too fast for the existing road conditions.

What to Do if Your Car Breaks Down on the Side of the Road

Despite all your preparations, you may find yourself disabled on the road. If this happens, try to
get your vehicle to the right side of the road. Road signs are usially on the right side of the road
and drivers tend t o repeatedly look to the right. Turn on your hazard light s to increase your
visibility. Do not exit from your vehicle into oncoming traffic. Exit from the side farthest from

the traffic whenever possibl e. If you have flares or reflective triangles, use them to alert
oncoming traffic to use caution that something is wrong up ahead. Usually, the safest and best
course of action is to stay with the vehicle and wait for help to come to you.

Public Transportation

There is a train that goes from downtown Hamilton to Boston, but other
public transportation in the area is limited . Please know that it is

difficult to get to food stores and other places without a car . The public
transportation system in the Boston EUT EwDUWEEOOI EwUI
31 I weossistswof commuter rail, subway, and bus services. Service
runs seven days a week from approximately 5 a.m. to 12:30 a.m. It will
cost $6.25 one way to get to North Station in Boston. For information about maps, schedules,
and fares, check out the MBTA website athttp://www.mbta.com . Gordon-Conwell students
who present a valid student ID may be eligible for student discounts on the T.

Commuter TrainsYou can take a commutertrain (also called the Purple Line) from Hamilton to
cities located North and South, including Boston. The cost of traveling on the train varies
depending on how far you travel between cities (e.g., to and from Boston costs several dollars
each way).

Subways The subway system runs throughout the city of Boston and extends into some of the
outlying towns. Many students drive to the Wonderland station, which is about a 45 -minute
drive, park for free, and then take the subway into Boston from there. Subway tokens cost $1.70
each. You can change from one subway to another without paying another token as long as you
do not exit through the gates to the street. During rush hour, trains run every three minutes,
while off -peak-time trains run about every five to 10 minutes. Weekend and holiday service can
sometimes be slower (as much as 15 minutes between trains).
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Buses (Local) The bus system acts as a supplement to the subway. The cost for onavay travel is
$1.50. Buses require exact change that is depositedh the coin box at the front of the bus near the
driver, usually at the beginning of the trip. Some buses to outlying towns will cost more than
$1.50. To get off the bus, you may have to push a button or pull a rope near your seat in order to
tell the dri ver that you would like to get out at the next stop.

Non-Local BusesGreyhound Serves Boston with direct trips or connections to all major cities in
North America. For fare and schedule information and ordering tickets (advance purchase), call
1(800) 2B-9424. Calls are answered between 5:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. (Central Time) dailpeter
Pan Bus Lines connects Boston with cities elsewhere in Massachusetts, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, and New York. For more information call (617) 426 -7838 or :800-343-9990.
(www.peterpanbus.com )

Trains: From South Station in Boston, you can go to New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,
Chicago, or any major city on Amtrak trains. Call in advance for information and reservations :
(617) 4823660 or (617) 3457451 or visit www.amtrak.com .

Taxis: For information on taxi -cab service, check in the Yellow pages section of your North

Shore AreaU1 Ol xT 001 wE O Gdahm br GearchbnliReFdERPOU U OO w- OUUT w21 OU
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Airport

The main airport in Boston is Logan International Airport (i.e. Logan). The international

terminal at Logan is Terminal E. Logan is by far the most accessedairport in Boston and greater

New England, especially for international departures and arrivals. You can contact Logan
1(800)23LOGAN or visit http://www.massport.com/logan/default.aspx _for flight information

There are many shuttle services to and from Logan. Massport Peabody Logan Express is a
shuttle service many students often use. They are bcated on Route 1 at 164 Newbury Street in
Peabody. Check ahead for parking availability by calling (978) 536-5081 For schedule and fares,
visit their website at http://www.massport.com/logan/getti_typeo_logan.html or
http://www.massport.com/logan/getti_logan_peabo.html or call 1(800) 23LOGAN 24 hours a
day. Sample fares: oneway fare/adult $12; round -trip fare/adult $22; children under 12 (with
adult) free; daily parking $11; weekly parking $66.

For more information regarding air, bus, commuter and rail service, see your No rth Shore Area
telephone book or check online.

Clothing
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International students at Gordon -Conwell are always encouraged to wear traditional dress from
their home countries. Most American students typically dress casually during most school day s.
However, th ere will be occasions when students need to dress more formally , including on -
campus dinners, lectures, and other events

Dressing for All Four Seasons

As you may know, the weather in New England is usually quite cold and the summers can be
very hot and humid . So bring plenty of warm clothing for winter , such as light and heavy coats,
sweaters,and sweatshirts; and plenty of cool clothing such as t-shirts, shorts, and light pants
such a jeans For the winter, m any students also own heavy, waterproof shoes, snow boots,
gloves, scarves and warm hats.We also recommend that you own an umbrella for rainy days,
which are quite frequent in New England.

To help you better plan, the following is list of recommended clothing items for each season

Summer is New England is usually mild. Average temperatures range from 60-95 degrees
Fahrenheit (15-35 degrees Celsius)Lightweight clothing is recommended, but should include
sweaters and pants in cotton or synthetic material. There are several beaches near the campus
SO you may want to bring swimwear, especially for children. Note that it can be summer
weather at the beginning of the school year (late August/beginning of September). There is no
air conditioning in the dorm rooms.

Fall and Spring can be cool, evenquite cold. Average temperatures range from 38-60 degrees
Fahrenheit (3-15 degrees Celsius).M edium weight clothing including a raincoat and/or a
medium weight jacket should keep you comfortable.

Winter in New England can be very cold. Average temperatures range from 0-37 degrees
Fahrenheit (-17-3 degrees Celsius).We recommend heavy woolen clothing , including pants and
turtleneck sweaters. For outerwear, we recommend a woolen or down coat, hat or cap, gloves
and warm waterproof boots are essential. Becauseweather and temperatures can vary
significantly and are unpredictable, the best way to prepare for winter is to have several layers
of clothes that can be put onor taken off according to the temperature.

Give and Take Shop on Campus

Student Life Services with the help of many volunteers each year, maintains a Give and Take
Shop as a ministry to the entire seminary community. Donations of clean clothing, shoes, and
winter coats are welcomed. While there are no guarantees that the Give and Take will have

everything you need , the shop typically has clothes for the whole family. All items in the Give
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and Take are free.The shop is locatedon-campus next to the Eric Rouse Playground near the
Bell and Graham apartment buildings.

Food

Students who have purchased a meal plan have access to the GordorConwell dining facilities
during hours of operation. Students living in the dorm, including international students, are
required to purchase a meal plan. However, other students such as those living in on or off-
campus apartments are not required to purchase the meal plan and thus, must provide food
from elsewhere.

Local Grocery Stores

There are many grocery stores anywhere from 10-15 minutes from campus. Most students shop
at major grocery stores for basic items like milk, cheese, rice, and eggs. Tow local stores are:

Shaw's Crosby's Marketplace
71 Dodge Street 15 Walnut St.
Beverly MA 01915 South Hamilton, MA, 01936

Finding Ethnic Foods

There are many places to shop forethnic cooking ingredients (e.g., Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
Indian, European and others). There are several towns within a 10-15 minutes drive from the
seminary such as Beverly or Salemthat have international food markets . Some grocery stores
include an international food isle , including ST E b z U wb O 8itdénts bre @tén surprised that
they can find ingredients for many of their favorite dishes in these stores.

I OUUOOzUw( OUI UOEUDOOEOwW" UPUDOI

Boston is known for its many fine restaurants, including the infamous North End (mainly

Italian food), Haymarket, and Chinatown. People travel from all over the world to experience

I OUUOO7z UwOE O a uektaumahtdwhichuchnbe fAubdSrualmost every part of the city.
For ethnic food from your own country , you may find the various markets in downtown Boston
like the Haymarket. P erhaps places like Salem or Lynn may also begood places to shop.

Shopping

There are plenty of shopping malls, grocery stores, and gas stations within a 10-15 minute drive
from Gordon -Conwell. You may find methods of shopping very different from those you are
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used to at home. For instance, it is very important when shopping in American stores, especially
very large stores, to use a cart or a basket provided by the store for your use. Never put a piece
of merchandise in your pocket, purse, or a bag! It may appear to the employees of the store that
Aa0UwbOUI OEwUOWUEO]I whbUwkbbPUT OUUwxEaAaDOT wi OUwWDUBS w3l

Most American stores and all department stores will have a service counter located in the front
or the back of the store called Customer Service. When you have a question, complaint, or want
to return or exchange an already purchased item, this is where you should go.

Grocery Stores

Grocery stores sell all sorts of food, such asfresh, frozen, and canned fish, poultry, meat, fruit,

vegetables, and prepared dishes. They also sell basic necessities, such as eggs, milk, sugar, salt,

and spices. Bakery goods and dairy products of all kinds can be found there. Also, some sell

toiletrie s such as shampoo and toothpaste and paper products like toilet paper, paper towels,

xExl Uwx OEUl UWEOEwWxExI UWEUxUBw+EUT T wi UOEI UawlUOOU
at first because of the vast number of choices and the sheer size of the stoe Also, the placing of

the items in supermarkets are planned in such a way as to make you buy more than you need.

For example, items that people usually have to buy every time, like milk and eggs, are placed

far in the back of the store so that shoppers have to go through the rest of the store and look at

other products first. For this reason and also to save time finding items, it is important to make a

list of items to buy before you go shopping. Self-Ul UYDPET wbUwUT I wUUOT wB)OwU U »
and in many suburban discount stores (e.g. Target, Sears), which means you take a cart or

EEUOI UOwUI O1 EUwUT T whbUIl OUwadbUwbbUT wUOWEUAOWE OE wx
where you pay the bill.

Department Stores

Department stores sell a variety of things such as shoes, clothing, appliances, furniture, cloth,
dishes, pots and pans, linens, towels, and toys. They are also sefservice. Some stores in the
North Shore are J.C. Penny, Walmart, Target, and others.

Most department stores in the areaare located off Route 128, near the following shopping malls:
Liberty Tree Mall, Danvers North Shore Shopping Center
Exit 24 off Route 128 Exit 25 off Route 128

Pharmacies

Pharmacies or drug stores are the only stores that sell pharmaceutical products,although many

UUx1 UOEUOI UUwl EYT WEWUOEOOwWxT EUOEEaAWETI xEUUOI OUB w
pharmacy. Drug stores also have a large selection of cosmetics, soap, shampoo, toothpaste,
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candy, snacks, greeting cards, periodicals, simple medicines,and photographic film, and some
offer photograph developing services.

Ways to Save Money

Watch for sales advertised in the newspaper and for discount coupons to use at grocery stores
and restaurants. Watch the Classified Ads section in newspapers for household items and
furnishings which are used and therefore less expensive than buying the same item new. Prices
in stores (under a few hundred dollars) are fixed. The customer generally does not bargain with
the sales clerk. Exceptions to this would be in purchasing directly from a private individual or

at a yard/garage sale, buying used books, and buying high-priced items such as a vehicle.

Restrooms

Some American stores will have a restroom for their customers to use Do not bring
unpurchased items into the restrooms.

Store Policies

Every store will have its own policy on returning or exchanging purchased items. However, in
order to do any of these things, you must show proof that you bought the items. Therefore, it is
important that you do not throw away yo ur receipts. Usually the return policy applies until the
30th day from the purchased date.

Damaged Items

If you accidentally break an unpurchased item while you are in the store, you may be asked to
pay for the damage. This is usually the case, but not inevery case. Fast food restaurants like
Burger King and McDonalds will replace a purchased drink if you drop it before drinking it.

Circulars Advertisements

Some stores will send you their circulars (advertisements, information of weekly sales, and
coupons) weekly through the mail. These circulars will inform you of the weekly sales each
store is having that week and will usually include coupons that are used to reduce the cost of
certain store items.

Items on the Shelves

American stores do not allow their c ustomers to open unpurchased items. Sometimes there will
be samples nearby to view or taste.
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Give and Take Shop on Campus

Student Life Services, with the help of many volunteers each year, maintains a Give and Take
Shop as a ministry to the entire seminary community. Donations of clean clothing, shoes, toys
and all sorts of household items are given here, including winter coats, dishes, kitchen utensils
and small kitchen appliances. While there are no guarantees that the Give and Take will have
everything y ou need, the shop typically has clothes for the whole family and kitchen utensils.
All items in the Give and Take are free.

The shop is locatedon-campus next to the Eric Rouse Playground near the Bell and Graham

apartment buildings. Please check with Sudent Life Services for shop hours, and if you would
be interested in volunteering at the Give and Take.

Academic Requirements, Information, and Resources

All F -1 students must take a full course load per semester in order
to maintain status. A full course load at Gordon -Conwell is equal

to 7.5 credit hours per semester. (At Gordon-Conwell most classes
are three credits each, so this generally means a student needs to » 7| i | A T
UEOI wEUwWOI EVU0wWUT UI 1T wEOEUUI Uwx I | Y DU Wl WE T w
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course load may be a Semlink). '

Course Catalog

The catalog is an official document which contains Gordon-" OObi1 OO0z UwUIl gUBUI O OC
degree program: required number of courses for degree program, description of courses,

options for taking courses (classroom, independent, Ockenga, BTI) cost of courses, procedures

for requesting waivers, extensions, academic calendar, and other important academic

information.

Student Planner & Academic Handbook

This is an official document that contains information regarding academic and community life
policies and procedures.

Academic Advisor

Each student is assigned an academic advisor by the Registration Office The advisor is
available for counsel in academic, vocational and spiritual matters . However, each student is
responsible for his or her own program of study and for correct registration .
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Registration Bulletin Board

The Bulletin board is located in Kerr Building lobby (outside the Mailroom) . It provides such
information as changes in course offerings, limited enrollment courses, examination schedules,
and other pertinent information.

Roles of Professor and Student

American professors expect their students to ask questions and use critical reasonirg. Class

participation is important. Your respectful silence may be misconstrued as lack of in terest. Ask

for help if you do not understand something. Professors keep office hours for the purpose of

assisting students. It is not thought of negativelytoad OBP U wE OO UUDOOB w31 1 w? UOE
between students and their professors is much less in the United States than in other countries.

Be patient with yourself if English is difficult at first. Graduate school education in a second

language is quite a chalenge!

Your professor or instructor has wide discretion to make and enforce certain classroom policies
relating to attendance, make-up examinations, and other issues. Underpinning this discretion is
the strong American tradition of academic freedom. Ther e are some American student
behaviors that you may find surprising or that would be considered disrespectful in your
country. For example, students may sit in class with their feet on the chair. They may eat, drink,
or even sleep in class! Students may inerrupt lectures to ask questions or even to raise
objections to what is being said. In general, none of these behaviors necessarily denotes
disrespect unless done in a belligerent or aggressive manner. In fact, one way in which an
American student shows respect for his or her teacher is by being an active participant in class.

Attendance

Each professor sets class attendance policies, announced at the beginning h
of the course or included in the course syllabus.

Tips for Academic Success

Regular attendance & all classes and good notetaking skills will help you
be a successful student.

1 Ask your instructor for clarification if you do not understand.
Within reason, ask that important points be repeated if they are presented too fast for
you to comprehend or to write down.

1 Pay close attention to instructions given at the beginning of the course about how the
class will be conducted and how grades will be determined. Expect to receive a
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to be covered and lists due dates for assignments, examination dates, texts to be
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office hours. Keep the course syllabus for the duration of the course.

To assist you with reviewing information presented in the classroom, it may be possible for you
to record classroom lectures However, please be sure to ask permission from your professor
before recording anythin g.

Academic Integrity

Cheating and plagiarism are considered serious breaches of personal and academic integrity

~ A s o~ -
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Paraphrasing

(OwadluUwbUPUDPOT OwaOUwPPOOWET wi BRx1T EUI EwUOOwWOOOP wP
EOOUT 1 UwbpUDUI UwrbvorBsE If yeuare Bdd autatbe Hnglish speaker this may seem

difficult | even foolhardy| and you may be tempted to quote your sources word for word.

' T EEUUT wUOT PUwxUEEUPE]l WEEOwWOI EEwWUOWEWET EUT T woOi w?
acquire the skill of paraphrasing. You will find that if you truly understand the ideas you are

dealing with, you will be able to express them clearly. Find an instructor or U.S. student,

perhaps a volunteer tutor or conversation partner, who will read your papers, point out

passages that are unclear, and help you find phrasing that conveys your meaning. You may

have to sacrifice the elegance of the original quotation, but your paper will gain coherence from

the effort you put into synthesizing all of the material yo u use.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism consistsof i UUEUDOT wUOOI OOI1 wl OUIl zUwWPEI EVUWEOE wx U]
giving credit to the person from whom you got them. If you give credit, even though you restate

the ideas in someway, it is allowed. If you do not give credit (by footnotes and/or bibliography

entry), you are stealing the ideas.

the person from wh om you got them. If you do not give credit (by quotation ma rks, or

indentation and isolation, as well as footnotes and bibliography entry) to show you are

N oA A e N
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Examples of Plagiarism

HI Ul wuwDPUWEOQwI REOx Ol wOi wUIl UUE UB Olthetd &Qduto@n witho@ U1 z U w
giving credit to th e person from whom you got them. Suppose the following appears in the
book The Structure of Thanksgiving Psaloy C. Arthur Rheinfrank:

The several parts of a thanksgiving hymn in the Psalter are easily rensenlgehe following

initials: IMART, which we use to suggest the elements Introduction, Misery, Appeal, Rescue, and
Testimonial, which are the five most important structural elements, given here in their most
common order.

Now, suppose you read this and then, wrote the following in a paper :
| believe that the component parts of a thanksgiving hymn in fRgalms may be best
remembered by the following initials: IMART, which stand for Introduction, Misery, Appeal,

Rescue and Testimonial, the five majengnts in their usual order.

At this point, y OUwT EY] wEOOOPUUI Ewx OET PEUPUOOWEIT EEUUI wao

your own words, and yet gave no credit to the person you got the idea from.

To avoid plagiarism, your paper would need to read li ke this:
There is much to comment on the suggestion that the component parts of a thanksgiving hymn in
the Psalms may be best remembered by the following initials: IMART, which stand for
Introduction, Misery, Appeal, Rescue and Testimonial, the five neigorents in their usual

ordet

At the bottom of the page or end of the paper, the above sort of footnote, and, in your
bibliography the following entry appears:

! Rheinfrank, C. Arthur. The Structure of Thanksgiving Psalms. Philadelphia: Irving
Press, B74, pp. 178190

Your Bibliography would then need to include the following entry:

Rheinfrank, C. Arthur . The Structure of Thanksgiving Psaln#hiladelphia: Irving Press,
1974.

If you follow this process, you have not committed plagiarism, because you gave credit by a
footnote and bibliography entry to the person you got the idea from.
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If you take general ideas from a book, but not any specific ideas, you should still list that book
in your bibliography, even if you do not cite it in a footnote.

Plagiarism on Exams, Quizzes, Speeches and Other Assignments

If any of these assignments require bibliographies, you can commit plagiarism . If they do not,

plagiarism is not a concern except for copying, which is forbidden anyway. If you use someone

1 OUI z dlidéak, ¥l tdust give credit to the source you got them from by a bibliography

entry. (I wa OUlwUOUT wUOOIT OOI, you Mustigive dredi to thé& diirde Fow goEthem U

from by both a footnote and a bibliography entry. ( | wa OUwUUIT wU Gualiwerd@i yoiu OUIT z U
must give credit to the source you got them from in all three of the following ways: by quote

marks [or indentation and isolation in the case of a long quote], by a footnote telling the exact

page(s) or place you took the words from, and by a bibliography entry.

Recommended Writing Resources

We recommend the following book as a great introduction to academic writing:

Turabian, Kate. A Manual for Writers of ..Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996, 6th
ed.

This book can be checkedout at the library or bought at a local book store and online.

Cheating

EEQUEDPOT wUOOwWUT 1T wUl OPOEVUazUw2UUE]I OUw' ECEEOOO WS w
Cheating involves, but is not necessarily limited to, the use of unauthorized sources of information

during an examinabn or the submission of the same (or substantially the same) work for credit in
two or more courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors

31T OUI whT OwYPOOEUI wUIT T wUl OPOEVUazZUwxOOPEaguOOwWE
penalties: a failing grade for the course; suspension from the seminary; dismissal from the
seminary; or revocation of a degree.

Unauthorized Sources of Information

An unauthorized source of information is anything that the course professor does not per mit
students to use during an exam. This includes, but is not limited to, dictionaries, language
grammar books and notes, class notes, study guides, text books, computer programs, Bibles, etc.
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Unauthorized sources of information also include discussing the exam with students who have
the exam before you, and talking to students while taking the exam.

Some professors allow students to use English dictionaries during an exam if English is their
second language. If this is permitted, the dictionary must be fre e of all additional notes and
papers.

The best rule to remember: If in doubt ask! This means if you have any questions about using
any extra materials while taking an exam, ask your professor. It is better to ask before the exam
than deal with the possibl e consequences.

61 EUWEOI UwUT 1 wUl OPOEVUazZUWEEEE] OPEwxOOPEawlOi EQuwp
substantially the same paper for two or more courses?

(T wadbUwbPUOUI WEwWxExT UwbOw2aUuUUl OEUPEwW3T 1 OOOT a w( wl
Eled0DOOO? WEOEwWi OUWEWET UUET wi PUUOUVUaAWEOUUUI WUUEODU
) OT Ow" EOYDO? whi PET wbOEOUET Ewi OUUwWxET T UwepbUUwOI w
be considered cheating However, if you had the permission of both profes sors to combine this

work, this may not be considered cheating.

The same rule applies here as abovelf in doubt ask! Do not be afraid to talk to your professors.
Every professor at Gordon-Conwell would much rather answer questions about cheating than
suspect students of it.

Public and Private Christian Schools for Children

Public Schools

The Town of Hamilton offers public (state-funded) school for children 4 %2 or 5 years through 18
years of age Students living on-campus at Gordon-Conwell are permitted to enroll their
children in Hamilton schools. School is typically in session the first week in September through
the last week in June There is no cost fa enrolling children in public schools.

The best way to receive the most upto-date procedures for enrolling children in Hamilton -
Wenham public schools is to contact each school directly (see below) or visit their website at
http://www.hw -regional.k12.ma.us/.

Elementary or middle school aged children
Hamilton -Wenham School Administration (Center School Building)
5 School Street, Wenham MA 01984
(978) 4685310
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High school aged children
Hamilton -Wenham Regional High School
775 Bay Road, Hamilton, MA 01982
(978) 4685300

Reqistering Children for Public School
To register your children in Hamilton public schools, you will need the following information
for each child:

1 Proof of Date of Birth (Copy of Birth Certificate, Passport, etc.)

1 Proof of local residency (If you live on -campus, the Housing Office can provide you with
a letter that verifies this. Otherwise a copy of a local utility bill would be fine.)

1 Completed Physical Examination Form (Done within the year of entering school.)

1 Proof of immunization ( ask the school orseethe schools website for detals)

Remember, dl documents submitted to schools must be translated into English.
Private Christian Schools

If you choose to send your children to a private Christian school, there are two Christian
Schools to which Gordon-Conwell offers a scholarship of $2,000 perperson per year: Beacon
Christian Academy and the North Shore Christian School. The scholarship applies to children
going into grades kindergarten and higher. Children in pre-school/pre-Kindergarten can be
enrolled in the Gordon -Conwell Nursery School.

Beacon Christian Academy is located in Beverly, MA. Visit their website at:
http://www. beaconchristianacademy.org

North Shore Christian School is located in Lynn, MA. Visit their website a t:
http://www.nschristian.org/

Postage Services

As a student at Gordon-Conwell, y ou will be assigned a seminary mail box at which you will
receive all types of information from the administration, faculty, st aff, other students, and your
regular mail from outside the seminary. You will also be able to access most services of the
United States Postal Service.

Mailroom Services On-Campus
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The Mailroom on-campus offers students full services access to most mdiservices, including
the ability to receive and send packages and purchase stamps. Youron-campus mail box is
located in the Mailroom. Your address will be the location on-campus in which you live. For
instance, students who reside in the Kerr Building (e .g. Main Dorm or one of our residence
halls) will be issued an address on 130 Essex St. Students in apartments or other locatiomn-
campus will also be issued an address on Essex St, but with a different number.

If you wish to send packages to the schoolprior to your arrival, please contact the Mailroom in
advance for approval. The Mailroom can be reached atmailroom@gcts.edu Packages sent
without prior approval may be rejected.

Mail Services Off-campus

The United States Postal Service (USPS) has &ast one post officein every U.S. city or town.
The mail phone number of the United States Postal Service Phone is 8800-2758777. You may
also visit the USPS onlineto receive important information (www.usps.com).

In the Hamilton area, there are two offices located at the following addresses:

49 Railroad Avenue 589 Bay Road
South Hamilton, MA 01982 Hamilton, MA 01936

Most post offi ces are open weekdays (Monday through Friday) from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Saturday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Post offices are closed on Sundays and on all national holidays.

Stamps may be purchased at the post office or from vending machines located in some stores
and banks. Mail within the United States costs 42 cents for the first ounce. International mail
postage begins at 94 cents (shipping to Canada and Mexico begins at 72 cents). To send
anything other than a letter, a customs slip (available at the post office) must also be filled out
and attached to the package

In addition to the campus mailboxes located by the Mailroom, those students who live in
apartments can also receive offcampus mail at a separate mailbox located in the entry way to
the apartment in which they live. This mail is delivered o nce a day, Monday through Saturday.
All addresses in the U.S. are assigned a Hligit zip code number according to the state, city, and
sometimes even to individual areas within a city . Make sure you include at least the first five
digits before the hyphen. (The four digits after the hyphen are helpful but not required.)
Incorrect or missing zip codes will delay mail delivery. Call your local post office for

information on zip codes, or check with the mailroom on-campus.
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International Travel

Many F-1 students and F-2 dependants travel internationally during their time at Gordon -
Conwell, usually back to their home country, for vacation (e.g. Canada), or for overseas
missions work. While international travel is permitted for F -1 students and F2 dependants,
there areprovisions and restrictions that must be followed to avoid travel delays and violations
of the F-1 visa restrictions. Domestic travel within the U.S. is permitted. However, we always
recommend you bring your passport, current | -20form (s), and proof of enroliment at Gordon -
Conwell with you to avoid travel delays and any unnecessary confusion about your identity
and/or reason for being in the U.S. No Designated School Official (i.e. DSO, also your
international student adviser in Student Life Services)endorsement is required for domestic
travel.

Before You Travel Outside the U.S.

There are several steps you must take before travelling outside the U.S.

1. Review the requirements and restrictions for the country which you plan to visit.

2. Verify all your important documents are current and not expired, including passport,
visa, and 1-20.

3. Make three sets of copies of all your important documents for both you and your
dependants (even if some dependants are U.S. citizens).

a. Includ e copies of all identity pages of your passport, such as your picture, birth
date, F1 visa, and I-94 card.

b. Leave one set of copies at home, one in your carryon luggage, one in your
checked baggage.

c. Verify that your DSO has current copies of your passport, F-1 visa, and 1-94 card.

4. Meet with your DSO to have your most current | -20 form(s) signed, including | -20s for
any dependants traveling with you.

a. DSOwill endorse your | -20for travel by signing the bottom of page 3.
b. Please meet with your DSO during office hours, allowing as much as three days
for processing.
will help you prove your enrollment at Gordon -Conwell should a border officer,
embassy/consulate official, or any other official request proof you are an F-1 student in
the U.S.

6. Bring all official documents used to receive an I-20with you as you attem pt to re-enter
the U.S., including your passport and any/all church or family support letters, bank
statements, and/or financial aid forms. Financial documents must not be greater than six
months old.

Leaving the United States
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Every country has its own rul es with regard to who can enter their country, under what
restrictions, and for how long. Typically, as an F -1 student, you can enter your own country of
citizenship if you hold a valid passport issued by that country with little or no problem. Before
entering a country other than your own country of citizenship, we advise that you check the
embassy of that country to learn about their specific entry rules.

Travel Restrictions

Though travel is permissible for F -1 students and F-2 dependants, there are restrictions that
must be followed. For instance, F-1 student with an application pending with the USCIS for
change of status or postcompletion OPT should not travel outside the U.S. while the

application is pending. Travel d uring this time is considered an abandonment of the

application. This restriction also includes F-1 students currently in the 60-day grace period after
the completion of a program (indicated on line 5 of your | -20) or students in the processof
adding a second degree. In these instances, yowvill not be permitted to travel outside the U.S.
Attempting to re -enter the U.S during the 60-day grace period automatically terminates the F-1
visa and the student would not be permitted to re -enter. Theimplications of this rule can be

Y UawUIl YT Ul OWEEUUDPOT wél OEaUwbOwWUUUET OUUzwEOUUUI
travel to Mexico and Canada.

Transfer students must exercise careful consideration with regard to travel during the period
between enroliment at both Gordon -Conwell and their respective transfer institution. Thus, you
must pay attention to the start and end dates listed on your | -20 to avoid complication when
attempting to re -enter the U.S., and consult your DSO at both schools 6 ensure you have a
valid, properly endorsed | -20.

Re-entering the U.S.

To reenter the U.S. after a temporary absence (e.g. travel abroad), you need the following
1. Valid passport
Valid I -20 endorsed by your DSO (i.e. signed on the back page)
Valid visa and previous | -94 card
Current financial statements, as required to create your 1-20
Letter from the Registration Office indicating enrollment as a current student signed by
your DSO during the current academic session

abrwn

When you attempt to re -enter the U.S, you will be required to speak with border officials and/or
immigration officers. Remember, remain calm, speak clearly, and most importantly, have all
required documents with you. Respectfully remind the official, if necessary, that you are a
student at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in South Hamilton, Massachusetts and that
you currently hold a valid F -1 visa for study at that school. If needed, the official can contact
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Gordon-Conwell for v erification of any needed information, or review your current | -20
available to them in SEVIS.

5 Month Absence Rule

While travel is permitted, you are not permitted to leave the U.S. for longer than five months

and maintain avalid F-1visaUUEUOUUB8 w4628 w( OOPT UEUPOOWOEPWUI I 1T U
Under this law, absence for a period of more than five months outside the U.S is considered

beyond the permitted temporary absence allowance, thus terminating an F-1 (and F2 visa)

status. This means if you are absent from the United States for more than 5 months, you will

no longer possess a valid 1-20 and will need to request a new 1-20 to return to Gordon -Conwell
OUwUIT 1T OUIT U woO G E telritent is ibfatte ity Schddluother than Gordon-Conwell

upon return to the United States). The implications of this rule can be very severe, causing

El OEAaUwPOwWUUUET OUUZ wE OU U LConwéliis ueguirdd ByalawBol maintanO OE U1 E
strict adherence to this rule.

Entry into the U.S. Without a Valid 1-20 or Travel Signature

Occasionally, a returning F-1 student arrives back in the U.S. with a deficient I-20, the most
common occurrences being that the F20 lacks a travel signature from the DSO or the student
forgets the I-20 altogether. There are many things that could happen in this instance. The
Immigration Officer could deny entry and you would be required to return home. If the
Immigration Officer does not deny entry, he or she could instead call the school to request a
faxed copy of the I-20 or verbal confirmation over the phone of your status. This process usually
causes serious travel delays, sometimes as long as two days depending on where you travel and
whether Gordon -Conwell administrative offices are open. The Officer may also issue you a one
page notice and write on the 1-94 Departure Record card that you are admitted not for the usual

AN A e s

If you receive such a notice, you must apply to correct the deficiency as soon as possible once

you return to school. If you do not take care of this before the end date on your new | -94, there

are severe consequences. For instance, if you overstay beyond the D/S by even a day you will
EUUOOEUPEEOOAWE] EOOI wthelUBOdadthus) PeOrianently iheligib® to» wd

apply for a U.S. entry visa anywhere except in your home country. Anyone who overstays and

Ul OEPOUW?UOO0EPI UOOawxUIl Ul OU~» wi OUwUPRwWOOOUT UwWEODE
to the U.S. for three years. Unlawful presence for a full year means a bar of ten years.
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Immigration Resources

Your international student adviser at Gordon-Conwell is available to help you understand the
guidelines and restrictions of U.S. Immigration Law and F-1 student visas However, in certain
circumstances, we recommend students pursue other resourcesfor U.S. immigrants, as nesded.
Students may wish to consult other resources in any (but not all) of the following cases:

1 Detailed questions and/or concerns about immigr ation law and/or F-1 student
restrictions

1 Questions about or applications for alternate visas (e.g.J1, R-1)

1 Questions about applications for Green Cards

1 Legal troubles

While Gordon -Conwell does keep a list of immig ration lawyers | OU wUUUE T &UtgsUwUl 1 1 L
your responsibility to seek legal counsel and to pay any necessary fees or charges that may

accruefor accessing such servicesSee you adviser for a list of immigration lawyers and/or

further resourcesbeyond those listed below.

USCIS Boston Office

A

Students may contact USCIE w! QUUOQwOI | PEIT 6 wBobtdhatGhe dlloMing EET w4 2 "
address:

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS
Location: Boston District Office

USCISBoston District Office (Room E-160)

John F. Kennedy Federal Building

Government Center

Boston, MA 02203

Hours: Monday- Friday, 7:00 a.mto 2:30 p.m. The office is closed the third Friday of every
month, all weekends, and Federal holidays

Directions to USCIS-Boston

By Car: Take Route 93 South to the Government Center exit in downtown Boston. Parking is
available at the Government Center parking garage for a fee.

By Subway: Take the Orange, Blue, or Green Lines to Haymarket Station
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Remember to always bring your passport, |1-20, and Massachusetts identification with
you. You must schedule an appointment on the USCIS website via INFOPASS
(http://infopass.uscis.gov/index.php ) to visit the office and to speak with an
Immigration Inf ormation Officer.

Helpful Websites for International Students

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration : www.uscis.gov
Department of Homeland Security : www.dhs.gov

Social Security Administration : www.ssa.gov

Internal Revenue Service www.irs.gov

Visa Law: www.visalaw.com

Currency Converter : www. xe.com

Student Guide for Studying in the U.S.: www.edupass.com
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Athletic Facilities

Gordon-Conwell students have access to orcampus athletic fields, located down the hill from
the Kerr Building near the Graham and Bell apartments. Many students access these fields for
atheistic games or simply to relax. Sudents, faculty, staff, alumni and their families are also
invited to sign up for a paid membership to the Bennett Center, located only 5 minutes away on
the campus of Gordon College. Family memberships include spouse and dependent children 23
years and younger are able to access the Bennett Center. Current membership fee pricing is
available at the welcome desk.

Bennett Center Membership Application Procedure

A completed membership form and Seminary ID must be brought in person to the Bennett
welcome desk atthe time of enrollment. Key tags for each adult member (14 years or older) are
issued. Appropriate payment is expected at the time of enroliment. Checks payalde to Gordon
College, or cash, is accepted. Membershiprenewals are also processed at the welcome desk.
Gordon College and Gordon-Conwell strongly urges all recreational users to undergo physical
examinations to acquire approval from their personal physici ans before undertaking any
physical activity. More information about the Bennett Center can be found on their website:
http://www.gordon.edu/bennett
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