BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHIES FOR THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH

General Theological Research

Barber, Cyril J., and Robert M. Kraus, Jr. Introduction to
Theological Research: A Guide for College and
Seminary Students. 2nd ed. Lanham, Md.: University
Press of America, 2000. First choice for purchase (after
Turabian). The paragraph style has more explanation
than Stewart. Ref. BR118 .B28 2000

Kepple, Robert J., and John R. Muether. Reference Works
for Theological Research: An Annotated Selective
Bibliographical Guide. 3rd ed. Lanham, Md.: University
Press of America, 1992. Ref. Z7751.K46 1991

Stewart, David R. Literature of Theology. Rev. ed.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.
Especially recommended for more recent material.
Evangelicals are well represented. Second choice for
purchase (ca. $14) after Barber (and Turabian). Ref.
Z7751 .B67 2003

Tucker, Dennis C. Research Techniques for Scholars and
Students in Religion and Theology. Medford, N.J:
Information Today, 2000. Very helpful, especially for
undergrads, despite its simplicity and curious old
fashionedness at points. Circ. BL41 .T83 2000

Church History

Bradley, James E. and Richard A. Muller. Church History:
An Introduction to the Research, Reference Works, and
Methods. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. Electronic
resources mentioned should be supplemented with
Stewart (above). Ref. BR138 .B69 1995

Note also patrologies for the literature of the Early
Church (most notably, Johannes Quasten’s Patrology.
Ref. BR67.Q2 1983).

Biblical Studies

Bauer, David R. Annotated Guide to Biblical Resources for
Ministry. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2003.
Especially recommended as a comprehensive listing for
biblical studies (327 p.). First choice for use in the
library. Ref. Z7770 .B38 2003

*Evans, Craig A. Ancient Texts for New Testament
Studies: A Guide to the Background Literature.
Peabody: Hendrickson, 2005. Highly recommended for
Interp. students. Provides introduction and
bibliography for background material. Ref. BS2530
.E93 2005

*Sparks, Kenton L. Ancient Texts for the Study of the
Hebrew Bible: A Guide to the Background Literature.
Peabody: Hendrickson, 2005. Ref. BS1184 .S63 2005

Pay close attention to multiple bibliographies in Ref.
27770-27772; Z7806; Z8455-28685

Bible Commentary Evaluation

Carson, D. A. New Testament Commentary Survey. 6th
ed. Grand Rapids, Baker: 2007. Ref. BS2341.2 .C33
2007

Glynn, John. Commentary and Reference Survey. 10th
ed. Grand Rapids, Kregel: 2007. Ref. BS511.3 .G59
2007

Longman, Tremper, III. O/d Testament Commentary
Survey. 4th ed. Grand Rapids, Baker: 2007. Ref.
BS1151.52 .L62 2007

Stuart, Douglas K. Guide to Selecting and Using Bible
Commentaries. Dallas: Word, 1990. Out of date but
still valuable. Ref. 27770 .S88 1990

See also: http://www.denverseminary.edu/dj and
http://www.bestcommentaries.com

Style Manuals

*Alexander, Patrick, et al. SBL Handbook of Style for
Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian
Studies. Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 1999. Ref.
PN147 .S26 1999

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research
Papers. 6th ed. New York: Modern Language
Association of America, 2003. Parenthetic
documentation. Ref. LB2369 .G53 2003

LeMon, Joel M. (ed.) Student Supplement for The SBL
Handbook of Style. Accomplishes what the title implies,
providing guidelines for writing term papers and
theses, and clearing up some ambiguities in the SBL
Handbook. Available at http://www.sbl-
site.org/assets/pdfs/sblhs_ss92804_revised_ed.pdf.

Publication Manual of the American Psychological
Association. 5th ed. Washington, D.C.: American
Psychological Association, 2001. Ref. BF76.7 .P83
2001

*Turabian, Kate L. Manual for Writers of Term Papers,
Theses, and Dissertations, Chicago Style for Students
and Researchers. 7th ed. Rev. by Wayne C. Booth,
Gregory G. Colomb and Joseph M. Williams. Chicago:
University of Chicago, 2007. Basic style guide, based
on the Chicago manual of style. A must have. Ref.
LB2369 .T8 2007

Guides to Theological Writing / Writing Well

*Booth, Wayne C., Joseph M. Williams, and Gregory G.
Colomb. The Craft of Research. 3rd ed. Chicago:
Chicago University Press, 2008. Library has 2nd ed.
Circ. Q180.55 .M4 B66 2003

Core, Deborah. The Seminary Student Writes. St. Louis:
Chalice, 2000. Circ. BR117 .C67 2000

Vyhmeister, Nancy J. Quality Research Papers for
Students of Religion and Theology. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2007. Ref. BL41 .V94 2007

Yaghjian, Lucretia B. Writing Theology Well: A Rhetoric
for Theological and Biblical Writers. New York &
London: Continuum, 2006. Circ. BR44 .Y34 2006



