Methodological notes for the Status of Global Christianity, 2015
(referring to numbered lines)

Indented categories form part of, and are included in, un-indented categories above them.
Definitions of categories are as given and explained in David B. Barrett, World Christian
Encyclopedia, 1st ed. (Oxford University Press, 1982); David B. Barrett, George T. Kurian,
and Todd M. Johnson, World Christian Encyclopedia, 2nd ed. (Oxford University Press,
2001); David B. Barrett and Todd M. Johnson, World Christian Trends (“WCT”; William
Carey Library, 2001), and more recently in Todd M. Johnson and Brian J. Grim, The World’s
Religions in Figures (Wiley-Blackwell, 2013), with additional data and explanations below.

Lines 1-2. Demographic totals as shown in World Population Prospects: The 2012
Revision (New York: United Nations, 2013).

3. 2015 data from UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2013) (in Human Development Report,
2014). Other years from WCT, table 10-12.

4-5. World Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision (New York: United Nations, 2014).
Also line 51.

8. The Herfindahl index methodology is described in The World’s Religions in Figures,
chapter 3.

10. Widest definition: professing Christians plus crypto-Christians (secret believers), which
equals affiliated (church members) plus unaffiliated Christians.

24. World totals of current long-term trend for all confessions (see WCT , part 4,
“Martyrology”).

37. Churches, denominations, and individuals who identify themselves as evangelicals by
membership in denominations linked to evangelical alliances (e.g., World Evangelical
Alliance) or by selfidentification in polls.

38. Church members involved in the Pentecostal/Charismatic/Independent Charismatic
renewal in the Holy Spirit, known collectively as “Renewalists.” Totals on lines 37-38

overlap with those on lines 26- 36.

55-60. Defined in WCT, part 20, “Finance.” 59. Amounts embezzled by top custodians of
Christian monies (U.S. dollar equivalents, per year).

67-68. Defined in WCT, part 25, “Macroevangelistics.”

69. Grand total of all distinct plans and proposals for accomplishing world evangelization
made by Christians since CE 30. See WCT, part 27, “GeoStrategies.”

Columns



Annual trend (%). Average annual rate of change, 2000-2015, as a % per year.

Additional methodological notes on “personal contact”
(Extract from the Atlas of Global Christianity, Edinburgh University Press, 2009, p.350)

PERSONAL CONTACT

In recent years the concept of translation has become one of the significant motifs in
Christian mission, not only for Bible translation but for the serial expansion of Christianity
around the world. The starting point of translation is personal contact, in which a Christian,
from any other culture or tradition, learns the language and culture of the people he or she
is trying to reach. In normal missionary practice, this means making friends. With this in
mind, we have recently been asked, ‘How many Muslims have a Christian friend? How
many Hindus personally know a Christian? How many Buddhists have significant contact
with Christians?’

Considering these questions carefully, we realised that the concept of personal contact was
built into the measurements we had previously made related to evangelisation of
ethnolinguistic peoples. For our study of evangelisation mentioned above, we isolated 20
variables measuring evangelisation among every ethnolinguistic people in the world
(Barrett and Johnson, World Christian Trends, 756-7). Two of these variables relate very
closely with personal contact between Christians (of all kinds) and non-Christians.

The first, ‘discipling/personal work’, is an indication of how much contact local church
members have with non-Christians. The second, ‘outside Christians’, extends this concept
further by looking at the presence of Christians from other peoples who live nearby. Under
normal circumstances, the more Christians there are nearby, the more likely the contact
between Christians and non-Christians.

Thus, for every non- Christian population in the world there is an indication of Christian
presence and contact. A formula was then developed to make an estimate of those
personally evangelised (contacted) by Christians. The formula applied to each
ethnolinguistic people is (Population * [Disciple Code (0-10) + Outside Christian Code (0-
10)]) / ([100-Christian Percentage] * [Percentage Non-Christian]). Separate values for
these two codes are reported for each ethnolinguistic people. These are added up for each
country, region, and continent, producing a global total reported in this atlas.

Listing of the world’s peoples with these variables appear in Barrett, Kurian, and Johnson,
World Christian Encyclopedia, ‘Part 8 Ethnosphere’ vol. 2, 30-241 and in the online World
Christian Database. For a more complete treatment on this subject see Todd M. Johnson and
Charles L. Tieszen, ‘Personal Contact: The sine qua non of Twenty-first Century Christian
Mission’, Evangelical Missions Quarterly, October 2007, pages 494-502.



