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The Status of Christianity in 2018 
For more, see our “Global Christianity in 2018” infographic at at www.globalchristianity.org. 
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 TRACKING GLOBAL 
CHRISTIANITY  

A look at the status of global 
Christianity in 2018

THE INQUIRY
N E W S  F R O M  T H E  C E N T E R  F O R  T H E  S T U DY  O F  G L O B A L  C H R I S T I A N I T Y

AT THE CENTER 
The World Christian Database gets 
an updated look and new features

CONTACT US 
Consultations, media inquiries, upcoming 

events and speaking engagements

http://www.gordonconwell.edu/ockenga/research/documents/1EvangelismInfographic.pdf
http://www.globalchristianity.org
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LATEST FROM THE CENTER 
The World Christian Database gets long-awaited upgrade, with new features 
As of April 3rd, 2018, the World Christian Database (WCD) was completely renewed with a contemporary interface, complete with improved style and 
new features for collaborative work! The new WCD represents enhanced user experience in terms of both functionality and visuals. Query design is 
straightforward and user-friendly, which allows for complete customization of datasets. Queries, records, and bookmarks can also be saved in custom-
made folders and workspaces for collaboration between users. Users can attach notes to queries and use the WCD as a functional workspace for 
research projects. Users can also save frequently-used queries and export accessible datasets to Excel. See worldchristiandatabase.org for more. 

The core of the World Christian Database remains the same: comprehensive quantitative information on world religions and global Christianity in every 
country, down to the denominational level. These data are updated quarterly by a team of researchers in the greater Boston area, with collaborators 
worldwide. It includes detailed information on 9,000 Christian denominations and on religions in every country of the world. Extensive data are 
available on 234 countries and thousands of ethnolinguistic peoples, cities, and provinces. 

For technical questions, please contact a researcher at info@globalchristianity.org. 

Questions about sales? Contact sales-us@brill.com (the Americas) or sales-nl@brill.com (rest of the world). 
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NEW FEATURES 

INCLUDE: 

Updated "look and feel" with 
fresh colors and fonts for a 

brighter and more 
contemporary experience 

Significantly-improved 
navigation with the 

Launchpad tool 
for immediate access to the 

different homepages  

Workspaces that allow users 
to save queries and work 

collaboratively  

The inclusion of a history 
button, just like a web 
browser, for ease of 

navigation 

Better-organized data for 
users to access information 

more quickly

http://www.globalchristianity.org
https://www.worldchristiandatabase.org
http://worldchristiandatabase.org
mailto:info@globalchristianity.org%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:sales-us@brill.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:sales-nl@brill.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Dr. Zurlo speaks at World Christianity 
conference at Princeton Theological Seminary   
From January 18–20, scholars from around the world gathered at Princeton Theological Seminary 
for their first annual conference on world Christianity titled, “Currents, Perspectives, and 
Methodologies in World Christianity.” Headed by Afe Adogame, Richard Young, and Raimundo 
Barreto, the conference highlighted different ways in which Christianity is conceptualized and 
studied around the world, with a particular emphasis on anthropological and interdisciplinary 
methods. Over half of participants were from the global South. Dr. Zurlo gave a paper on CSGC 
founder David B. Barrett’s methodology in the World Christian Encyclopedia and how his 
interdisciplinary perspective allowed him to make new discoveries about the status of world 
Christianity. She encouraged scholars today to be trained in interdisciplinary ways and embrace 
scholarship that cuts across academic boundaries. 

New research on global Pentecostalism with ORU  
The Center for the Study of Global Christianity (CSGC) is partnering with Oral Roberts University 
(ORU) and Empowered 21 to provide a comprehensive assessment of the global Pentecostal 
movement in the year 2020. ORU will focus on networking with key Pentecostal leaders and will 
present an analysis of the state of the global movement. ORU will also perform a global survey of 
Pentecostal leaders to produce the most comprehensive assessment of Pentecostals to date. 
ORU’s media expertise will be harnessed to put these findings in front of Christian leaders around 
the world. The CSGC will be responsible for the demographic assessment of global 
Pentecostalism that will focus on producing estimates for Pentecostals, Charismatics, and 
Independent Charismatics for every country in the world for 1970, 2000, 2015, and 2020. The 
CSGC will also provide a detailed country-by-country list of Pentecostal and Charismatic 
denominations and networks. The findings of this study will be widely disseminated across 
church and secular audiences. It has often been heard that Pentecostalism is the fastest-growing 
tradition in the world, but few have data and information to back up those claims. This study will 
help inform and empower Christians in both academic and church settings. Findings of the 
survey will be disseminated through numerous websites and publications, along with the 
demographic infographics. 

Collaboration with Pew 
Research Center on   

global Orthodox 
Christianity worldwide      

In November, the Pew Research Center released a 
report focused on the Orthodox church worldwide. 
The report utilized estimates from the Center for 
the Study of Global Christianity for 1910 to give 
perspective on the growth of the community, 
which has doubled over the past 100 years. Of 
particular interest are countries in the ex-Soviet 
Union where religion was repressed after 1917. 
In Russia, for example, the Orthodox church has 
been revived since the fall of Communism and 
now represents over 100 million people. 
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NOTABLE CITATIONS 
• Associated Press: Evangelical rift over 

Trump’s immigration remarks; 4/5 of 
Evangelicals globally are not White. 

• Middle East Forum: Christian exodus 
from the Middle East continues to grow 

• Economist: Evangelicalism grows among 
Chinese in South-East Asia (see graphic 
below). 

• Wall Street Journal: Pope aims to 
promote reconciliation in Myanmar & 
Bangladesh where Catholicism is a 
minority 

• Economist: 500 years after Reformation, 
Pentecostals and evangelicals account 
for 88% of Protestants in developing 
countries.

Assistant Director Dr. Zurlo meets with female 
scholars from Kenya, USA, Canada, Burkina Faso, 
South Korea, and Zimbabwe (some who served as 

missionaries in Gabon and France) at Princeton 
Theological Seminary’s World Christianity conference.
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worldchristiandatabase.org

Todd M. Johnson


Director

tjohnson@gordonconwell.edu


/centerforglobalchristianity

@csgc | @drtoddmjohnson

ABOUT US 
The Center for the Study of Global Christianity is an academic research center that monitors worldwide demographic trends in Christianity, including 
outreach and mission. We provide a comprehensive collection of information on the past, present, and future of Christianity in every country of the 
world. Our data and publications help churches, mission agencies, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to be more strategic, thoughtful, 
and sensitive to local contexts.

    DATABASES

CONTACT US 
Email: info@globalchristianity.org 

Website: www.globalchristianity.org 

Phone: (978) 468-2750 

Address: 130 Essex Street, Box 228, South Hamilton, MA 01982 

FOLLOW US

    LEADERSHIP TEAM

Our research is used worldwide by churches, mission agencies, NGOs, and international media outlets. 
Your support makes this research possible. 

Will you consider supporting quality research on global Christianity? 

To give online,  

please visit http://worldchristianresearch.org/support/ 

To give via check,  

please make it payable to “World Christian Research” and send to 

Todd Johnson, Treasurer 
World Christian Research 
130 Essex Street, #228 

  South Hamilton, MA 01982 

$100K  
this year
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