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Religions on the Silk Road, 2022
Like so many things this last year, our global educa6on course in 
Uzbekistan and Turkey had to be postponed un6l 2022. From May 
25 to June 16, 2022, Dr. Johnson will lead this class on a explora6ve 
journey along the ancient Silk Road through a lesser-known republic 
of Central Asia. The course explores the history of religions on the 
Silk Road from an6quity to the present examining the impact of 
trade, transla6on, and interac6on of world religions from Venice, 
Italy to Chang’an, China. For many centuries this historic trade route 
made it possible for travelers to discover the arts, craSs, spices and 
world views of those very different from themselves. Along the 
journey, one comes in personal contact with the majority of major 
world religions, and will visit important historical sites in Tashkent, 
Bukhara, Samarkand and Khiva. Final debriefing sessions will be held 
in Istanbul, Turkey, while visi6ng ancient Silk Road sites like 
the Hagia Sophia.  

This course will not only explore such major world religions as 
Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, Manichaeism, Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, 
Hinduism, Chris6anity and Chinese tradi6onal religions; but also the 
music, cuisine, visual arts, and film of the various cultures 
visited. Students will ride camels, learn how to cook tradi6onal Silk 
Road dishes, eat a tradi6onal meal in a yurt, a[end an Uzbek 
wedding and learn how to dance Uzbek style! 

The course is also open to non-Gordon-Conwell students interested in taking the course for credit or as an 
audit. This includes GCTS friends and alumni, and students from other seminaries. The proposed cost is $3,600. 
More informa6on can be found at h[ps://www.gordonconwell.edu/global-educa6on/courses/silk-road/. 

A previous Silk Road trip to Uzbekistan and Turkey.

https://www.gordonconwell.edu/global-education/courses/silk-road/
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/global-education/courses/silk-road/
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Brill Encyclopedia of Global Pentecostalism
The rise of Pentecostalism is one of the most important changes in Chris6anity in 
the past century. Growing rapidly, it has expanded throughout the world.  

Brill's Encyclopedia of Global Pentecostalism draws upon disciplines such as 
anthropology, biblical studies, economics, gender studies, history, theology, and 
other areas of related interest to answer ques6ons of demographics, history, and 
the experiences of Pentecostals around the world. This resource presents 42 
important themes & topics in Pentecostalism, biographies of 138 historical figures, 
60 Pentecostal movements & organiza6ons, the development of Pentecostalism in 
81 countries, and 5 regional ar6cles: Africa, Asia, Europe, Oceania, La6n-America. 
 
The online version of the Encyclopedia is already available here. 

Global Christianity: A Guide to the World’s 
Largest Religion from Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe
Dr. Zurlo’s latest book is currently in produc6on with Zondervan. This is a 
popular-level reference work on the status of Chris6anity in every country of the 
world. It features demographics of Chris6anity, other world religions, and 
Chris6an ac6vi6es (mission, etc.) in every country, as well as brief histories and 
current challenges facing the churches. The book will be released September 6, 
2022.

Edinburgh Companions Vol. 5, Christianity 
in Oceania, Now Available
The latest volume of the series combines empirical data and original analysis in 
a uniquely detailed account of Chris6anity in Oceania. This comprehensive 
reference volume covers every country in Oceania, offering reliable 
demographic informa6on, analysis, and original interpreta6ve essays by 
indigenous scholars and prac66oners. It maps pa[erns of growth and decline, 
assesses major tradi6ons and movements, analyses key themes and examines 
current trends. Profiles are provided of Chris6anity in every country in Oceania 
including clearly presented sta6s6cal and demographic informa6on. It also 
contains essays examining each of the major Chris6an tradi6ons (Anglicans, 
Independents, Orthodox, Protestants, Catholics, Evangelicals, Pentecostals/
Charisma6cs) as they are finding expression in Oceania. It also explores the 
direc6on of Chris6an faith in Oceania in rela6on to such key themes as faith 
and culture, worship and spirituality, theology, social and poli6cal engagement, 

mission and evangelism, religious freedom, gender, inter-faith rela6ons, integrity of crea6on, indigenous 
spirituality, and migra6on and diaspora.

CHRISTIANITY IN
OCEANIA
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Edinburgh Companions to Global Christianity
Series Editors: Kenneth R. Ross and Todd M. Johnson
This series of reference volumes comprehensively maps worldwide Christianity, describing it in its 
entirety. It covers every continent and offers country-specific studies as well as examining regional 
and continental trends. Through a combination of maps, tables, charts and graphs a full demographic 
analysis is provided, while original essays explore key topics and trends.

‘This splendid work reflects a conceptual shift from the idea of Christian mission 
to the Far East to an understanding of Asia as one of the springs from which global 
Christianity flows. It offers a comprehensive account and analysis of how a Western 
religion has put down deep roots among the peoples of East and Southeast Asia, as 
good news amidst much suffering. Indeed, it goes further to project the future of 
Christianity in Asia. For these three reasons, I highly recommend this book.’
Jooseop Keum, Presbyterian University and Theological Seminary Seoul, South Korea

Combines empirical data and original analysis in a uniquely 
detailed account of Christianity in East and Southeast Asia
This comprehensive reference volume covers every country in East and Southeast Asia, 
offering reliable demographic information and original interpretative essays by indigenous 
scholars and practitioners. It maps patterns of growth and decline, assesses major traditions 
and movements, analyses key themes and examines current trends.

Key Features
• Profiles of Christianity in every country in East and Southeast Asia including clearly 

presented statistical and demographic information
• Analyses of leading features and current trends written by indigenous scholars
• Essays examining each of the major Christian traditions (Anglicans, Independents, 

Orthodox, Protestants, Catholics, Evangelicals, Pentecostals/Charismatics) as they are 
finding expression in East and Southeast Asia

• Essays explore key themes such as faith and culture, worship and spirituality, theology, 
social and political context, mission and evangelism, gender, religious freedom, inter-
religious relations, migration, and the colonial and post-colonial context

Kenneth R. Ross is Professor of Theology at Zomba Theological College, Malawi, 
Theological Educator (Africa) with the Church of Scotland and Associate Minister  
at Bemvu Parish, Church of Central Africa Presbyterian.
Francis D. Alvarez SJ is a Filipino Jesuit priest and Assistant Professor of Biblical Theology 
and Religious Education at Loyola School of Theology in the Philippines and lectures at the 
Ateneo de Manila University.
Todd M. Johnson is Paul E. and Eva B. Toms Distinguished Professor of Mission and Global 
Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, MA.

Cover image: The Magi by He Qi. Artist’s website: www.heqiart.com

Cover design: Stuart Dalziel and Paul Smith
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Teaching at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary
Todd Johnson: Global Pentecostalism (Fall 2021) and 
NGOs and Development in Mission (Spring 2022) 
Gina Zurlo: Trends in Global Chris6anity (January 2022) 

Fall Forum on Global 
Pentecostalism
With the publishing of Brill’s Encyclopedia of Global 
Pentecostalism, on October 28th two Gordon-Conwell 
Students, Grateful I6owe from Nigeria and Michael 
Ubac from the Philippines, speaking about their 
experience as Pentecostals from the Global South.

Martyrdom Talk at the 
Association of Professors of 
Mission
In June 2021, Dr. Johnson gave a plenary pre-recorded 
talk at the Associa6on of Professors of Mission 6tled, 
“Teaching Martyrdom as a Global and Pervasive 
Phenomenon.” He covered the use of art work, photos, 
icons, film, and other visual aids in teaching on 
Chris6an martyrdom. He also briefly covered our 
defini6on of martyrs and how coun6ng martyrs is a 
complex and contested subject. The intersec6on of 
genocide and martyrdom was also explored. The ar6cle 
will appear in a compendium to be published in 2022. 

NOTABLE CITATIONS 

Has6ngs, Thomas J. “Making your grave with the people.” 
Interna6onal Bulle6n of Mission Research. September 8, 
2021. Vol 45 Issue 4. h[ps://doi.org/
10.1177/23969393211037961  

Lathrop, John P. “ The Pentecostal Mind.” Ritornera- Jurnal 
Teologi Pentakosta Indonesia. August 2021. Vol 1 Issue 2: 
Pages 1-12. h[p://ojs.pspindonesia.org/index.php/JPI/
ar6cle/viewFile/19/10  

Nico, Leo G. “Asian swamp eels in North America linked to 
the live-food trade and prayer-release rituals.” Aqua6c 
Invasions. September 2, 2019. Vol 14 Issue 4: Pages 
775-814. h[ps://doi.org/10.3391/ai.2019.14.4.14  

Sadowski, Ryszard F. “The Role of Catholicism in Shaping a 
Culture of Sustainable Consump6on.” Religions. 2021. 
Volume 12: Page 598. h[ps://www.mdpi.com/
2077-1444/12/8/598/pdf  

Kwiyani, Harvey; Ola, Joseph. “God in Oral African Theology: 
Exploring the Spoken Theologies of Afua Kuma and Tope 
Alabi.” Conspectus. April 2021. Volume 31: Pages 
54-66. h[ps://sats.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/
Conspectus31_04_Kwiyani-Ola.pdf  

Graham, Ruth & Dias, Elizabeth. “For Missionary Group in a 
Fragile Hai6, Charity Turns to Chaos.” NYTimes.com. October 
17, 2021. h[ps://www.ny6mes.com/2021/10/17/world/
americas/amish-missionary-group-kidnap.html  

Abi-Habib, Maria. “Mass Abduc6on of U.S. Missionaries 
Startles Even Kidnap-Weary Hai6.” NYTimes.com. October 
17, 2021. h[ps://www.ny6mes.com/2021/10/17/world/
americas/hai6-missionaries-kidnap.html  

Swartz, David. “The 2020 Census, Immigra6on, and the 
Future of American Evangelicalism.” Patheos.com. 
September 22, 2021. h[ps://www.patheos.com/blogs/
anxiousbench/2021/09/the-2020-census-immigra6on-and-
the-future-of-american-evangelicalism/  

Jenkins, Philip. “The roots of India’s united churches.” 
Chris6anCentury.org. September 16, 2021. h[ps://
www.chris6ancentury.org/ar6cle/notes-global-church/
roots-india-s-united-churches  

Lee, Morgan. “Was Afghanistan Worthwhile or Wasted? 
Chris6ans Lament, Pray and Learn as Taliban Retakes 
Control” Chris6anityToday.com. August 19, 2021. h[ps://
www.chris6anitytoday.com/ct/2021/august-web-only/
afghanistan-chris6ans-prayer-lament-united-states-
taliban.html  
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/centerforglobalchristianity

ABOUT US
The Center for the Study of Global Chris6anity is an academic research center that monitors worldwide 
demographic trends in Chris6anity, including outreach and mission. We provide a comprehensive collec6on of 
informa6on on the past, present, and future of Chris6anity in every country of the world. Our data and 
publica6ons help churches, mission agencies, and non-governmental organiza6ons (NGOs) to be more strategic, 
thoughtul, and sensi6ve to local contexts.

CONTACT US 
Email: info@globalchristianity.org

Website: www.globalchristianity.org
Phone: (978) 468-2750

Address: 130 Essex Street, Box 228, South Hamilton, MA 01982

FOLLOW US

worldreligiondatabase.orgworldchristiandatabase.org

    DATABASES

Gina A. Zurlo

Co-Director


gzurlo@gordonconwell.edu

Peter F. Crossing

Data Analyst 

pcrossing@gordonconwell.edu

Todd M. Johnson

Co-Director


tjohnson@gordonconwell.edu


    LEADERSHIP TEAM

Our research is used worldwide by churches, mission agencies, NGOs, and international media outlets. 
Your support makes this research possible. 

Will you consider supporting quality research on global Christianity? 

To give online, 

please visit http://worldchristianresearch.org/support/

To give via check, 

please make it payable to “World Christian Research” and send to

Todd Johnson, Treasurer
World Christian Research

130 Essex Street, #228
  South Hamilton, MA 01982 

$50K 
this year

@csgc | @drtoddmjohnson | @gina_zurlo  
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