
AÍDA BESANÇON SPENCER 
10 Maple Street 

South Hamilton, Massachusetts 01982 
978-468-4318 aspencer@gordonconwell.edu 

EDUCATION 
1989  Visiting Scholar, The Divinity School, Harvard University 

Visiting Scholar, El Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico  
Ph.D.  1982  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (New Testament: Language and 

History; Old Testament Language) including study at the Graduate Division 
of Education, New York University (Stylistics, Philosophy of Language)  

Th.M.  1975  Princeton Theological Seminary including study at the Graduate School of 
Education, Rutgers University (Linguistics, Second Language Education)  

M.Div. 1973  Princeton Theological Seminary (Greek, Education)  
B.A. 1968  Douglass College (Rutgers-The State University) (Sociology) 
 
EMPLOYMENT 

2018-               Senior Professor of New Testament      Introducción al Nuevo Testamento 
1992 - 2017 Professor of New Testament   Acts, 1 Peter, Ephesians 
  Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary       Biblical Theology of Marriage 
1987-1992 Associate Professor of New Testament Interpreting the N.T. 
  Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary N.T. Survey, Luke, James 
   South Hamilton, Massachusetts 2 Corinthians, Philippians 
        Jewish World of N.T., 
        Women and N.T., Suffering 
        and Joy in the N.T., 
1982-1987 Assistant Professor of New Testament Images of God, 
  Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary Ministry in N.T., Style, 
        Pastoral Epistles, NT Prayer 
1976-78 Academic Dean, Professor   Introduction to Exegesis 
  Alpha-Omega Community Theological Advanced N. T. Exegesis 
  School (A.C.T.S.), extension of  New Testament Greek 
  The King’s College 
1974-76 Adjunct Professor    Introduction to O.T. & N.T.; 
  New York Theological Seminary  Integrative Seminar; 
  (former Biblical Seminary)   Apologetics in Christian 
        Fiction Literature; Images 
        of God in Fantasy Literature 
1974-78 Master-in-Residence (Missioner), 
  Alaythia House, The Salvation Army 
  Newark 
1973-74 Protestant Campus Minister, (U.M.H.E.) 
  Trenton State College (New Jersey College) 
1973  Instructor, English    Understanding 
  Trenton State College    Communication 
1973  Instructor, Adult Education   English as a Second  
  Trenton State Prison    Language 
1969-70 Community Organizer, Community Action-Plainfield, Inc. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
European Association of Biblical Studies 2015-16 
North-West University, Potchefstroom, South Africa, Extraordinary Lecturer 2013-19 
Hispanic Theological Initiative, Book Prize Selection Committee 2005 
Network of Presbyterian Women in Leadership, Board of Reference 
Christianity Today, consulting editor, 1993-95, resource person 1995-2002 
Asociación para la Educación Teológica Hispana, 1992- (editorial committee, 2011-12) 
Latin America Mission, General Council, 1991-99 
La Comunidad of Hispanic American Scholars of Theology and Religion, 1990 
Christians for Biblical Equality, 1989- (Board of Reference, 1997-) (Priscilla Papers. 

Advisory Board, 1993-1999; Theological Consulting Council, 2000-)  
Evangelical Theological Society, chair. Southeast, 1981-2; Northeast, 1984-6, chair, Other 

Voices on Interpretation Study group 1998-. 
The Society of Biblical Literature  
Institute for Biblical Research, 1989-  (editorial board, 2009-12) 
Evangelical Women's Caucus, 1975-8, New Jersey organizing chairperson  
Evangelicals for Social Action, 1975-8  
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., minister, ordained October 14, 1973, retired 2016-  
Reference and Advisory Board, John Witherspoon Institute  
Advisory Comm., Fund for Theological Education, Hispanic Research Proj., 1986-87  
Advisory Board, N.J. Correctional Master Plan for Hispanic Inmates, 1975  
Board of Directors, Plainfield Model Cities, 1969-70 
Listed in Who's Who in Religion, 1977, Notable Americans, 1978-79,  

Outstanding Young Women in America, 1977, Personalities of America,  
1978-79, Community Leaders and Noteworthy Americans, 1978, Who's Who in 
Biblical Studies and Archaeology, 1987; Who's Who of American Women, 1999- 
2007; Directory of American Scholars 11th ed., Who's Who in the World, 2000; 
Outstanding Scholars of the 20th - 21st Century, Contemporary Authors, New 
Revision, Dictionary of International Biography 28th-38th ed., Who's Who in 
America 2001-20; Outstanding People of the 20th Century 2ed.- 21st Century, 
1st. ed., 2000 Outstanding Intellectuals of the 20th Century; International Woman 
of the Year, 2000-2001, Great Minds of the 21st Century, 2002, 2000 Outstanding 
People, 21st Century Award for Achievement, International Educator of the Year 
2004-06, Who’s Who in American Education  2005-08, Cambridge Blue Book 
2007, Who’s Who among American Teachers and Educators 2006-07, 
International Who’s Who of Professional & Business Women, 10th ed. 
 

HONORS AND AWARDS 
2020  Albert Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award 
2017  Evangelical Press Assoc., Higher Goals in Journalism, Critical Review 5th Place 
2015     Kern Foundation Grant 
2005     Life Time Achievement Award, Christians for Biblical Equality 
2001  Francisco Garcia Treto Professor of Biblical Studies Award 
1999 "Living Legend" Mary McLeod Bethune Institute 
1996 Christianity Today Book Award (tied 13th, #18) 
1994 Staley Distinguished Scholar, Eastern College 
1988 Ritter Lecture, Evangelical School of Theology 
1987 Faculty Scholarship Award, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
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1986   Eternity Book of the Year (tied 14th, #23) 
1980   President's Award, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
1977   "Outstanding Service" Award, A.C.T.S. 
1973   Community Award, Trenton State Prison 
1971   Samuel Robinson Foundation Prize, Princeton Seminary 
1965-67 Dean's List, Douglass College 
1962-64 National Spanish Honor Society 
 
EMPLOYMENT PART-TIME 
5/26-8/6/2020 Instructor, Facultad de Teología Integral de Buenos Aires, Argentina 
6/18-22, 2018 Visiting Professor, DMin, Acadia Divinity College, Wolfville, Nova     
                   Scotia, Canada  
Summer Professor, El Nuevo Testamento y La Mujer 
1992, 2001 Hispanic Summer Program (FTE) 

Berkeley, California; San Antonio, Texas 
Jan.,  Visiting Professor, 2 Corinthians, James  
1991, 1998 Caribbean Graduate School of Theology,  

Kingston, Jamaica 
1987-2004 Pastor of Organization, Pilgrim Church,  

Beverly, Massachusetts 
1979-82 Pastoral Associate 

James Lees Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Kentucky 
Resident Manager, Seminary Village  
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

Summer Tutor, Greek and Hebrew  
1979  Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
1971-72 Student Assistant Minister 

First Presbyterian Church, Hightstown, New Jersey 
Summer Instructor, G.E.D. High School Equivalency and  
1971  English as a Second Language 

Adult and Continuing Education, Perth Amboy, New Jersey 
Summer Community Service Intern, Public Relations  
1970  Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey  

Model Cities, Newark, New Jersey 
Instructor (in Spanish), Community Services  
Young Women's Christian Association, Plainfield, New Jersey 

1967-68 Trainee, Bureau of Children's Services  
New Brunswick, New Jersey 
 

PERSONAL DATA 
Born             Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic  
Married the Reverend Doctor William David Spencer  
Son       Stephen William Spencer 
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