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Abstract

This article marks the thirty-eighth year of including statistical information on World
Christianity and mission in the International Bulletin of Mission Research. This year it
includes details on the growth of world religions, increasing religious diversity, and
personal contact between Christians and people of other religions. The world is
becoming more religious, and the world’s countries have become more religiously
diverse, yet Christians have inadequate personal contact with members of other
religions. Solidarity, including friendship, love, and hospitality, is posited as the way
forward in addressing these trends.
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In 1985 David B. Barrett produced the first statistical table in this series in the January
issue of the International Bulletin of Missionary Research. He produced this table
three years after publishing his comprehensive and highly popular World Christian
Encyclopedia (Oxford University Press, 1982; 2nd ed., 2001; 3rd ed., Edinburgh
University Press, 2019). Its purpose was to lay out, in summary form, an annual update
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of the most significant global and regional statistics relevant to understanding the cur-
rent status of global Christianity. The following tables in this article continue the tradi-
tion of the series, presenting the most recent overview of statistics related to global
Christianity and mission. The data appear in comparative perspective and offer esti-
mates for the years 1900, 1970, 2000, 2022, 2025, and 2050. Each set of tables since
1985 has provided a brief commentary to help situate the data, provide further context,
and elaborate on implications of the data.

This article represents the thirty-eighth year of providing annual statistics in the
International Bulletin of Mission Research. This year’s article provides details on the
growth of world religions, increasing religious diversity, and personal contact between
Christians and people of other religions. The world’s population is becoming more
religious, and the world’s countries are becoming more religiously diverse, but
Christians have inadequate personal contact with members of other religions.
Solidarity, including friendship, love, and hospitality, is posited as the way forward in
addressing these trends.

The world is becoming more religious

Despite the prognostications of leading academics in the mid-twentieth century, the
world is becoming increasingly religious. For example, in 1968 Peter Berger forecast a
dire future of religious communities in the twenty-first century. He stated, “Religious
believers are likely to be found only in small sects, huddled together to resist a world-
wide secular culture.”! In 1970 the percentage of people worldwide who professed affili-
ation to religion in some way stood at 80.8. By the year 2000, however, this figure had
jumped to 87.0 percent, and it has continued to grow, reaching 88.7 percent by 2022. The
demographic pivots were the collapse of Communism in the late twentieth century and
the opening of China to the rest of the world. China, the world’s largest country, has
experienced a resurgence of religions of all kinds since the end of the Cultural Revolution
in the 1970s. China’s religious population increased dramatically from 39.8 percent in
1970 to 61.2 percent in 2022. Russia has reclaimed its national Orthodox heritage (82.4
percent Christian in 2022), as have other former Soviet republics in eastern Europe. Like
Russia, some post-Soviet states are majority Christian, such as Armenia (94.7 percent
Christian) and Belarus (79.0 percent). Others are majority Muslim, such as Tajikistan
(97.9 percent Muslim), Turkmenistan (96.5 percent), and Uzbekistan (95.6 percent).
Many other countries have experienced an increase of religious affiliation in the last
thirty years as well, including Albania (formerly the world’s only official atheistic coun-
try), Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Moldova, all of which are over 96 percent religious.

Besides these changes in religious demographics, it is also significant that Christians
and Muslims together represented only 33 percent of the world’s population in 1800,
rising to 47 percent by 1900. By 2022 Christians and Muslims together represented 57
percent, which is expected to exceed 63 percent by 2050. Consequently, the impor-
tance of improving global and local Christian-Muslim relations—including mutual
understanding and reciprocal compassion—will only become increasingly pressing in
local, national, and international contexts.
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The world has become more religiously diverse

The countries in the world became more religiously diverse over the twentieth century,
especially when measured at the national level. This is especially true in Asia (which
has always been the most religiously diverse continent), where immigration has trans-
formed previously homogeneous societies into more diverse communities. Han
Chinese, for example, are found in the millions throughout Southeast Asia and the
world, including Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the United States, bringing their
unique East Asian religions with them.

Some of the most profound increases in religious diversity are in Germany and the
United States. Measured by the Religious Diversity Index, Germany’s religious diver-
sity jumped from 0.3 in 1900 to 5.2 by 2022.2 Likewise, the United States increased
from 0.6 in 1900 to 4.6 in 2022. On one measure, Singapore remained the world’s
most diverse country in 2020, as it was home to seven religions, each of which claimed
at least 1 percent of the country’s population (all figures percentages): Chinese folk-
religion (36), Christianity (21), Buddhism (15), Islam (15), agnosticism (5), Hinduism
(5), and New Religions (1).> At the same time, however, some regions were becoming
less religiously diverse, such as sub-Saharan Africa, where Christianity and Islam
were both growing because of converts from African Traditional Religions. Christianity
in the region grew from 9.1 percent in 1900 to 59.1 percent in 2022; Islam grew from
14.2 percent to 30.0 percent over the same period.

Christians have inadequate personal contact with people
in other religions

Broadly speaking, Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims have relatively little contact with
Christians around the world, a fact that has not changed much in the last two decades.
Measuring personal contact focuses on the importance of friendship across religious
boundaries and challenges Christian missionary efforts that see people as mere targets
of evangelization instead of human beings living, working, and operating in specific
social contexts.* The terms “personal contact” and “personally know” imply more than
a casual or superficial relationship. An estimated 87 percent of Buddhists, Hindus, and
Muslims do not personally know a Christian. Except in Asia, the nonreligious are in
closer touch with Christians, which is not unexpected, since many agnostics and athe-
ists in the West are former Christians. Ethnic religionists have more contact with
Christians as well, likely because ethnic religionist peoples were a major focus of
Christian mission efforts in the twentieth century.

Personal contact between Christians and non-Christians varies regionally. In
Northern America, for example, it is estimated that 56 percent of Muslims know a
Christian, whereas in Europe the figure is less than 18 percent. Buddhist communities,
in contrast, appear to be more integrated in Latin America (66 percent know a Christian)
than they are in Northern America (35 percent) or Europe (28 percent). The greatest
challenge is found in Asia, partly because the Christian community is relatively small
and, in many places, separated from adherents of other religions by geography or
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culture. In Asia, only 12 percent of all non-Christians personally know a Christian (13
percent for Buddhists, 13 percent for Hindus, and 10 percent for Muslims).

The Pew Research Center regularly polls interreligious knowledge among
Americans. In 2019 they reported that the average US adult answered 14.2 out of 32
questions correctly about religious facts.’ Education is an important factor in encour-
aging positive interreligious relationships. Considering Singapore again, the most reli-
giously diverse country in the world, one might suspect substantial tension living
within so much religious difference. To the contrary, Singaporeans live in relative
harmony among their religious family members and neighbors. The 2018 International
Social Survey Program Study of Religion survey in Singapore reported that nine out
of ten respondents believed it was unacceptable or very unacceptable for religious
leaders to hinder religious harmony, including making insensitive comments and incit-
ing violence or hatred toward others.°

It might seem counterintuitive that Christians are out of touch with people of other
religions, given that the world has become more religiously diverse. That diversity,
however, is often stifled by a lack of knowledge at best and, at worst, by fear of the
religious “other,” causing a ghettoization of religious and ethnic communities.

Conclusion

What do Christians do in this global religious context? An important Christian virtue
is solidarity—a shared vision of valuing one another and working together for the
common good, despite religious differences. To that end, Christians face at least three
relational challenges. First, Christians need to learn how to get along well with
Christians from other traditions. This has generally been referred to as the “ecumenical
challenge,” one that is emphasized every year in the number of denominations in the
world, currently over 46,000! Second, Christians need to get along well with other
religionists, as well as the nonreligious—the “interfaith challenge.” These annual
tables provide demographic context for the importance of religious beliefs, behaviors,
and attitudes, which are growing in size and influence over time. Third, working
toward solidarity also includes relating well to people out of respect for our global
human family without primary reference to religious identity—the “common human-
ity” challenge.” The COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, institutional racism, the
lack of education for girls, the urban poor, and a host of other serious and systemic
challenges all require strong Christian engagement, which is bolstered when Christians
intentionally work across differences.

Christians might generally agree with the idea of getting along well with others, but
questions linger: How do we hold fast to a strong Christian identity while engaging
with others who are different? What does true solidarity look like? How do we achieve
solidarity in light of such a plurality of beliefs? By “solidarity”” we are not encouraging
Christians, or any other religionist, to renounce their core beliefs. Solidarity is an atti-
tude toward others characterized by love, respect, friendship, and hospitality.® Our
demographic examination of the growth of religions, religious diversity, and personal
contact highlights significant factors of the social well-being of our planet.



75

Zurlo, Johnson, and Crossing

‘(120

AIn[ passadde ||1ig :uap1a) aspqpIQ UDASUYD PHOM “SPd ‘OlINZ "y BUID PUE Uosuyol ‘|| PPO pue :(€]-5007) S21siElS Joj 2mnsu] ODSINN (8107 ‘suoneN
PalIuN DO MBN]) UOISIASY 8] (7 3YL S193ds0id uonpziunqin PHopA (6107 ‘SUOIEN Pallun DO A MIN]) UOISIASY 6| 07 dYL :S193dsold uonpindod plIOAA $924n0S
“aeaf uad 9 se ‘7707—0007 ‘©8uByd Jo Skl [BnuUE 98eISAY ‘pus.i "ed 9 uwnjoD,
'SJ93U92 uequn 01 Suneadiw Aep Jad suenslIyD-uou MaN ‘|

000°CE | 000°€L 000°‘891 060 000'8€ | 001°lS 00T‘S (Aep Jad suepsLyD-uOU MON
005 96¢ S9¢ 07T 97T 9 g uensiyd %0S Jepun
056 £59 809 LTT 1LE Sl (174 uoljjiw | J2AO S
000°0ST'TIYT  000'SHH'SEL'l  000°S9P L899l 0S| 0008769171 000008099  000°009°6S | uone|ndod uequn uensuyd
000°€87'9599  000'896'V/LLY 000°L99‘CES'Y 11T 000'6¥¥'S98°C  000°9T1‘€SE‘l  000°S69°TET uone|ndod uequn |eqo|9
uoljiw 006‘|  uoliw 009l  uolw 0SP‘l  LE'€ uol|jiw 00/ uoljiw 097 SJI3|[PMP WIN|S
uoliw 00|y uol|iw QOO‘E  uoliW OpL‘T  OI'€ uoljjiw QOF‘|  uol|jIW 059 uol|jiw o0 | Jood uequn
¥'89 €85 0°LS 60 99 99¢ 'ad (%) uonejndod uequn
:O_mm_z ueqJdn pue mw_u_nv _NQO_U
0'88 €98 T8 €70 L9 8'€9 9°LT 2IeIR| % ‘SHNPY
000°068°299‘Z 000°01£°0£1‘9 000°198°156°S 6V 000'+¥€'S6T'F  000°0€8'1 1€T  000°9¥9°€L0° (51 42A0) uoneindod 3npy
000%€0°SEL‘'6  000'LEF'F81'8  000°€S6‘€S6°L 81| 000%6F'€F19  000°LEH'00L'E  000°ST9'619°I uonendod [e30 ]
:O_um_-&On_ leqo|n
0502 S70¢ oTplu yedy 000¢ 0L61 0061

'0S07—006 | ‘UOISSI UBQIN PUE ‘S3NID) [BqO|D

‘uone|ndog [eqo|D °| I|qeL



International Bulletin of Mission Research 46(1)

76

*(120T AIn[ passade ‘|jlug :usapla) asDGpIDQ UDASIYD PHOAA “SP? ‘OlUNZ "W/ BUID) pUB UOSUYo( ‘|| PPO] :32.n0S
“Jeaf uad 9 se ‘7707—0007 ‘©8urYyd Jo Skl [enuue 95eJISAY pua.l "erd 9 uwnjoD,
"€ U2 “(IIPMRIG-ABIAA 4R353Yd1IYD)

$24n314 Ul SUOISIRY S,PHOAA BY ‘WD) [ uellg puB UOSUYo[ L PPOL Ul paqLIdsap si A3ojopoyisu Xapu| AsIsAI snoIBIRy Y] "(9SISAIP Isow=Q| ‘0]—0) ‘|
‘Pa3SI| 10U DB SIUDIBYPE J9M3) IIM SuOII[a. 9snedaq (2303 ay3 01 dn ppe 10u op suolay 910N

000°6L8°T¥ | 000°0SL‘E¥ | 000°6L0°L¥ | 810 000°6.L¥ I1¥1 000951691 000°9TT sIslPYIY
000 1°20L 000°799°St L 000°S¥0°0S L 650 000°STT'659  000'6€0°Z¥S  000'820°€ soisoudy
000°€70°058 000°C1+'688 000VZ1°L68 50 000404008  000'S61°TIZ  000'SST'E sIs|uoI|2uoN
000°£E1°L1 000°1 1 1°S1 000°Sk6‘V1 00 000°€18°CI 000°998°€ | 000°STL I | smaf
000 16'F¢€ 000°0¥9°6T 000°168°LT (4! 000°€£0°0T 00089901 000'796'C sYIIS
000°1€0°19 000%16%9 000°1L6‘S9 o 000°668°79 000°£55°6€ 000°986°S sIsiuoIB|oY MaN
000°7T0°28¢ 000'88£°0LT 000°S€0°6LT 101 000°€98°€TT  000'VEE‘691 000°€1€211 sisiuoidipouy3g
000°56 165+ 000°TEH 061 000°ShS‘9LY €70 000°01€‘€EF  000°8ST'8ET  000'4L6‘6LE  SIsiuoIBI|21-3|0y sauIyD)
000802085 000°€06'%95 000°8€6°SPS ¥8°0 000°S89°€SH  000°98'SET  000'9%6'9CI sIslyppng
000°958°90T" | 000°868%60°| 000'¥8L‘CLO‘l 1TI 000094978  000°0L9'%9%  000°9£6°TOT snpuiH
000°€SLT¥8T  000°6£9°€L0°T  000°STE‘196°1 €6'1 000°£89°88T°I 00016895  000°10£°00C swi|snjy
000'610'V€EE'E  000°TLI'LEY'T  000°SL8‘6SS‘T LI 000°ZZ1°186°1  000'S6£'STT'l  000'9¥€‘8SS suensuyD
000°110°6888  000°ST0‘S6TZ  000°8T8‘9S0°L /LT'| 000°06LT¥ES  000°THT‘886T  000°0LE‘919°] sisiuoidiey
vy vy vy 00—~  S¥ (4 LT (AUsIaAIp snoigijoy
uoi31|3y [eqo|D
0502 S20¢ 7°0T-plw wedy 0002 0L61 0061
"0S07—0061 ‘UoIBI2Y [eqo|D ‘T d|qeL



77

Zurlo, Johnson, and Crossing

*(120T AIn[ passad2e ‘||lig :uspIa) sDGDIDQ UDASHYD PHOAA “SPd ‘OINZ "W/ BUID) pUB UOSUYO[ ‘|4 PPO] :32.n0S
“aeaf uad 9 sB ‘7707—0007 ‘©8uBYyd Jo Sk [BnuUUE 98eISAY ‘pus.i "ed 9 uwnjoD,
"SISI[BMBUDY,, S A]9A1323]|0D umouwd| os|e ‘U1IdS A|oH 9y Ul [emaua. d13BWSLIBYD) JUSPUSdSPU|/1IBLUSIIBYD)/[BISOI2IUD] DI Ul PIAJOAUI SISQUISW YdUnyD “€

's|jod ui uonedyUSpI-ys Aq

Jo (9ouel|y [e2128UBAT PIIOAA “8°9) seduel|[e [ed1[28ueA® 03 padul| suoleUIWOUSp Ul diysiaquiaw Aq s[edI[93uBAS S AJI3USPI-J[S OYM S[BNPIAIPUI PUB S3Y2InyD 7
‘Aj93eJedas suedijSuy paisi| 9AeY s9|qel Ised “suedljuy Suipnpuj *|
‘(suonipeJa Usamiag) uonel|iye 9|qnNOP JO 3sNedaq SueislIyD paiel|yye 03 dn ppe 10U Op Mo|eq $a110391BD) PI0N

000°00¥'S 000°00€ Y 000°00T‘¥ ¥S1 000°000‘€ 000°6Z€' 000°00% suopze3au3uo)
0009 00061 00¥‘9¥ ¥81  00I°l€ 001°€l 000°C suoneuiwousQq
000°00S‘1€0°1  000'6£9°€0Z 000912299 881  000°£09‘Ty¥ 000°9€9°2S  000°186 (SOIBWISIIBYD/S|EISOIDIUR
000°€96°079 000°0£8°0TH 000°1Z1°‘00¥ 081  000%S+0LT 000699‘1 11 000C16°08 (S[ed1je8ueAy
000°1T0°£01 000°S20% 1 | 000°1LS‘EI 1 690  000°979'26 000°01Z%11  000°906°SE suenslyD paieljiyyeun
000°6£T°TTE 000°991°00¢€ 000°805‘S6T $90  000°166'95C 000°S11°6E1 00066191 XopoyriQO
000'/58° 000°60T" | 000°SH1°l 00T  000°0¥L 000'9S€ 000°TT ueluEadQ
0007984 T| 000°0£8°L6 000°S9L‘V6 11"l 000'6E€'YL 000°8€F‘ 1% 000°€£99 UBDLISWY UISYLION
000°2£1°G8 000°£6T'6¥ 000°0€0°9¥ 67T  000°6¥6'LT 000'€96'8 000°€€ uedLIRWY UNET
000°€60°1 € 000'7£6°0T 000°9¥6°61 vL1 000°0¥9°€l 000°1£5‘9 000581 ueadoung
000108891 000°TSH'8TI 000°L£6°€TI 81'l  000°/¥8'S6 000°0LE'S1 0009061 uelsy
000°£60°£0T 000°19€¥TI 000879911 TTT  000°S06°1L 000°78L91  000°0F uedLyy
000'S¥8'819 000°191°TT 0001 S¥‘TOY 651 000'61+'%8T 000'08¥'68  000'658‘8 syuapuadapu)
000°200°188 000'896'€T9 000°TLL‘009 ¥S'1 000%81'6TH 000°606°1ST 000961 V€1 |SIUEISDI0.UY
000°1++'81S°1  000°€9S°08T°1  000°0T1°9STZ‘l €60  000'8/9°4C0‘l  000°8TI1°LS9  000°9SL‘S9T Sa1joyIe) UBWOY
000°866'9TTE  000'LFI‘€TST  000'VOE‘9VP‘T 0T 1  000°1SS‘€88°1 000890111 000°0%+TTS SUBNISIIYD PaleI|IYy
[4%3 TE A 43 100~ TTE I'€€ SpE PIHOM JO % ‘suenslyD [e30]
0502 S20¢ TT0T-pPlw «ed % 0002 0L61 0061

"0S07-006 | ‘uoniped] Aq Auensyd [eqo|S g d|qeL



International Bulletin of Mission Research 46(1)

78

*(170T AIn[ passadae ‘||Lig :uspIaT) aspgpIDg UDASLIYD PHOAA “SPS ‘O|INZ "\ BUID) pue uosuyo[ ‘| PPO :92inos
“aeak Jad 9 se ‘7T707—000T ‘©8ueyd Jo 93eJ [enuue 3eddAy 'pua.d e'd 9 uwnjoD,
,'$o1s1[98uBAR0.DR |, ‘ST 3d ‘SpURI] UDNSLYD PHOAA Ul pauUlR '€
‘UBNSIIYD %08= S2IIUNOd Ul SUIAl| suelsLIYD [|B Jo 98eIuadlad ‘g

wABojoukurely, p 2d (00T ‘Areaqr] Aaued

WEI|[IAA YD ‘BUSPESEY) SPUAJ| UDASLYD PHOAA ‘UOSUYO[ "l PPO| PUE 339..0eq ‘g PIABQ 39S "PUSJI W.I9I-BUO| JUS.LIND JO S[e303 PIOAA "JeaA USAIS a3 Ul 3UIpUS SPeISP .10) [2103 JBIA-UD] °|

€8T 08 0'8¢ €€0-  00¢ L'y (24 uone|ndod pliom jo 9 se pazij@suersun
000'T0L‘9SLT  000'VTS‘S6TT  000VSS‘€TT'T  S80 0006£8°S¥8°1  000°0TS'€S9‘l  000°866°6.8 cuone|ndod pazije8uessun
00T 98l €8l €20 A €€l ¥'s (%) uenslYD & mows| oym suensLIyD-uoN
9'6h 6'€S L'ES 70— 065 1'9L 056 £S9LUNOD UBASLYD Ul %
0000001 000°006 000°006 85T-  000°009‘l 000°0£L‘€ 000%b€ ;s4eeAh 0] Jod sahirew uensuyD
00S°Z 0009 00L‘S 91 000 00T'C 009 soouade Bulpuss uojssiw udjeuo4
000009 000°0S¥ 000°‘sEy 910 000°0T¥ 000°0¥T 00079 salJeuOIsSIW USia.04
000°000°Z1 00000041 000°‘00¥°€1 ¥6°0 00000601 000°009 000°001°C (suszp) sudjoMm [euoneN
uoijezi|a3ueAg pue UoIssIjy Uei3s.yd
000'9LL¥€ 000°186'8T 000°18°8T €20 000°1£5%T 000'7S+'81 000°L£8'Y (suoiau ) eueadO
000°0£8‘589 000°L6¥'ST9 000°18€°C19 60'1 000'SSE‘T8Y 000°991°0LT 0002009 (suoi3au g) edrRWY UNE
000°€L6'6SS 000°608'+0¥ 000°LLL‘88E 05'l 000%£0°08C 000'#+9°56 0009961 T (suoi3au g) sy
000°1$908Z'1  000°180°6¥L 000‘¥60°769 11T 000'8SL6.€ 000'#00°8€ | 000°0+9°6 (suoiBau ) eayy
00009T°19S‘T  000°89€'808°I  000°990°TTLl 6L 00065£°991°1  000'89T‘TTS 000°SH¥'86 yanos [eqo|D
000'8£09.T 000°LF£‘89C 000°0SZ°69T LT0 000°£bS€ST 000°68%‘1 1T 000'¥ST'6L (uoiBau |) eoLRWY UJBYIION
000789'96¥ 000'85+°09S 000°655°89S 900 000°1£809S 000'8€9‘1 6% 000°£$9°08€ (suoi3au 4 teissny Suipnpu) adoung
000'6SLTLL 000'%08'88 000°608°L€8 €10 000'81¥'%18 000°9Z1°€0/ 000°106'65¥ YyuIoN [Bq0|D
juaupuo) Aq suensyd
0502 $70¢ TT0T-plw xed % 0002 0L61 0061

'0S07—006 | ‘Uonez||93uBA] pUE UOISSIL UBISLIYD PUB JUSUNUOD) AqQ SUBnSIIYD *p 3]|qeL



79

Zurlo, Johnson, and Crossing

‘(1707 AIn[ passadoe |jlig :usplaT) aspqpipg UDRASIYY) PUOAA “SP3 ‘OdNZ "\ BUID) pue uosuyof ‘| PPO :224n0S

~aeaf uad 9 se ‘77070007 ‘@8uByd JO 21k [ENUUE d3EISAY "puUa. "e'd 9 uwnjoD),

*(4ea4 Jad ‘syusjeAinbs Jejjop §N) seluow uensLIyD jo suelpoasnd doy Aq pajzzequis saunowy °|

uoljliq 0Tl uolfliq 09 uoljiiq s 10°S uoljliq ¢ uol||i 0O  suolissiw ugia.o} [eqo|S Jo dWodU|
uoljiiq 65 1€°9 000°000°S 000°00€ (WL [B21ISBIS[20]
swodul
uoljilq oS 98y uolj! uoljiiq | [euonmnsul pue yaunyde.ed
uo uoljjlq 09¢ YLy uoljjiq £ awodul sayaanyd
uo uoljilq 968 6LY uoljjiq 8 S9SNED UBNSIIYD 01 SUIAID
uol uol|iq 000°€S  €0'S uoljliq 04t SuensLIy3 Jo SWodUl jeuos.iad
(4eak uad ‘¢gn ul) sdueulq uensuyd
uoljjiw 06T uol|jiw 09€‘T ¥l 0 ISUJU|/AL/OIpR JO SI3sN
uoljjiw 00€‘C uoljiw 091 SOl uol|jiw go| (o9e|d ur saidod) Aususp 2|qig
Jeak Jad payund
uol||iw 00T'6 uoljjiw 062°Ss L0’ uol|jiw 07 (suonoajas Buipnjpur) saundLiog
uoljjiw oz | uoljjiu €6 5T uol|jiw § Jeak uad paguiid s9|qig
000°0Z| 000001 000°s8 8¢t 000°S€ 000°€C 00S°€ (sapn) sfed1poriad uenstiyd
000005 %1 000°008°1 | 000°009°01 1L9°€ 000°008% 000°008°1 000°00€ Anuensiiyd noge (s3)3) syoog
EIp3| uensiyy
0502 90T ¢ToT-plwu xed % 0002 0261 0061

'0S07—006 | ‘2UeULf pUE BIP3| UBASIYD °§ d|qeL



80 International Bulletin of Mission Research 46(1)

Funding

This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or
not-for-profit sectors.

Notes

1. Peter Berger, “A Bleak Outlook Is Seen for Religion,” New York Times, April 25, 1968,
p- 3.

2. The Religious Diversity Index, based upon the Herfindahl Index (used by economists
studying market competition), describes the interreligious diversity of a particular coun-
try or region population using a scale from 0.0 (no diversity) to 10.0 (most diverse). See
Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, World Christian Encyclopedia, 3rd ed. (Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press, 2019), 963.

3. Ibid., 713. New Religions are defined as twentieth-century Asiatic movements, Eastern or
indigenous non-Christian syncretistic religions—for example, Japanese neo-Buddhist and
neo-Shinto New Religious movements and Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Indonesian
syncretistic religions.

4. See Todd M. Johnson and Charles L. Tieszen, “Personal Contact: The sine qua non of
Twenty-First-Century Christian Mission,” Evangelical Missions Quarterly 43 (October
2007): 494-502.

5. Becka A. Alper, “Six Facts about What Americans Know about Religion,” Pew
Research Center, July 23, 2019, https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/23
/6-facts-about-what-americans-know-about-religion/.

6. Mathew Mathews, Leonard Lim, and Shanthini Selvarajan, “Religion in Singapore: The
Private and Public Spheres,” Institute of Policy Studies Working Paper, no. 33, March 28,
2019.

7. See Todd M. Johnson and Cindy M. Wu, Our Global Families: Christians Embracing
Common Identity in a Changing World (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2015).

8. On friendship, see Dana L. Robert, Faithful Friendships: Embracing Diversity in Christian
Community (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2019).
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