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Educational Requirements for Licensure by State 

MACC: Master of Arts in Christian Counseling 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary—Charlotte 

       

*Note: In addition to the educational requirements below, all states require clinical practice hours and a qualifying exam(s) to become a 

professional counselor. The clinical practice hours and exam(s) are completed following graduation. This document is intended to inform students 

of the educational requirements needed to become a professional counselor in their state and does not document all post-graduation 

requirements. While every effort is made to maintain the accuracy of this document, students are encouraged to check the state licensure board 

website for the most accurate, up-to-date information. 

 

 

State 

 

Licensing Board Website 

 

State Laws and Rules 

License Title(s) Exam(s) 

Required 

GCTS-Charlotte Meets/ Does Not 

Meet Educational Requirements  

(Deficiencies noted.) 

Other  

Alabama Alabama Board of Examiners in 

Counseling 

 

Alabama Codes & Rules 

ALC 

LPC  

NCE Meets.  

Alaska Alaska Board of Professional 

Counselors 

 

Alaska Statutes & Regulations 

LPC NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets. No entry level license. 

Apply for LPC following 

attainment of all post-

graduate clinical hours. 

Arizona Arizona Board of Behavioral 

Health Examiners 

 

Arizona Administrative Code 

LAC 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets.  

Arkansas Arkansas Board of Examiners LAC NCE or Complete a course in Family B- or better required in all 

https://abec.alabama.gov/
https://abec.alabama.gov/
https://abec.alabama.gov/about/law/
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/ProfessionalCounselors.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/cbpl/ProfessionalLicensing/ProfessionalCounselors.aspx
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/Portals/5/pub/CounselorStatutes.pdf
https://www.azbbhe.us/node/837
https://www.azbbhe.us/node/837
https://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_04/4-06.pdf
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/boards-commissions/boards/examiners-in-counseling-arkansas-state-board/


                                                                                                                                    Updated July 2025 

in Counseling 

 

Arkansas Rules & Regulations  

LPC  NCMHCE  

 

Arkansas 

Jurisprudence 

Exam 

Systems Theory; complete 1-credit 

hour course in Use of Technology in 

Counseling. 

coursework. 

California Board of Behavioral Sciences--

LPCC 

 

California Statutes & 

Regulations  

APCC 

LPCC  

NCMHCE and 

California Law 

and Ethics 

Examination 

Complete 3-credit hour electives in 

(1) Advanced Trauma Counseling; 

(2) Psychopharmacology; (3)Human 

Sexuality, (4) electives in diagnosing 

and treating a special population 

such as Couples/ Family/ 

Adolescents/ Gerontology/ Play 

Therapy, etc. 

 

Complete 12-clock hour California 

Law & Ethics course. 

 

There are several additional 

continuing education requirements 

for this state, although these may be 

completed following graduation. For 

further information please follow this 

link. 

 

Colorado Colorado State Board of 

Licensed Professional 

Counselor Examiners 

 

Colorado Practice Act & Laws 

LPCC 

LPC  

NCE and CO 

Jurisprudence 

Exam 

Meets.  

Connecticut Connecticut State Department 

of Public Health 

 

Connecticut Regulations 

LPCA 

LPC 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Complete an additional 9 elective 

credit hours in counseling, for a total 

of 60 counseling credits. 

 

https://healthy.arkansas.gov/boards-commissions/boards/examiners-in-counseling-arkansas-state-board/
https://healthy.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/ARBOEC-Rule.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/applicants/lpcc.html
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/applicants/lpcc.html
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/publications/lawsregs.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/publications/lawsregs.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/forms/lpc/guide_req_oos_apcc.pdf
https://dpo.colorado.gov/ProfessionalCounselor
https://dpo.colorado.gov/ProfessionalCounselor
https://dpo.colorado.gov/ProfessionalCounselor
https://dpo.colorado.gov/ProfessionalCounselor/LawsRulesPolicies
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Practitioner-Licensing--Investigations/Professional-Counselor/Professional-Counselor-Licensing-Requirements
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Practitioner-Licensing--Investigations/Professional-Counselor/Professional-Counselor-Licensing-Requirements
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Communications/Regulation--Licensure/Regulation-and-Licensure-Home-Page
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Delaware Delaware Board of Mental 

Health and Chemical 

Dependency Professionals 

 

Delaware Rules & Regulations 

LACMH 

LPCMH  

NCE  Meets.  

District of 

Columbia 

DC Health – Board of 

Professional Counseling 

 

DC Regulations 

LGPC 

LPC  

NCE Complete elective courses in 

Marriage/ Couples Counseling and 

Family Counseling or Family 

Systems. 

 

 

Florida Florida Board of Mental Health 

Counseling 

 

Florida Statutes & Rules 

RMHCI 

LMHC  

NCMHCE Complete elective course in Human 

Sexuality. 

Exam is not required for 

provisional license 

(RMHCI). 

Georgia Georgia Board of Professional 

Counselors 

 

Georgia Laws & Rules 

APC 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets.  

Hawaii DCCA Hawaii – Mental Health 

Counselor Licensing Program 

 

Hawaii Statutes 

AMHC 

(begining July 1, 

2026) 

 

LMHC  

NCE Complete an additional 20 direct 

client contact hours (300 total direct 

client contact hours) in practicum & 

internship 

Provisional license 

AMHC takes effect July 

1, 2026. 

 

Coursework in “Appraisal 

of Human Behavior” is 

met by CO 710. 

Idaho Idaho Board of Professional 

Counselors and MFTs 

 

Idaho Statutes & Rules 

LPC 

LCPC  

NCE (for LPC) 

 

NCMHCE (for 

LCPC) 

Complete 1000 total hours in 

Practicum/ Internship (400 direct 

client contact hours). 

 

https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/profcounselors/newlicense/
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/profcounselors/newlicense/
https://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/profcounselors/newlicense/
http://regulations.delaware.gov/AdminCode/title24/3000.shtml
https://dchealth.dc.gov/node/160252
https://dchealth.dc.gov/node/160252
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/publication/attachments/Professional%20Counseling%20Regulations.pdf
https://floridasmentalhealthprofessions.gov/licensing/licensed-mental-health-counselor/
https://floridasmentalhealthprofessions.gov/licensing/licensed-mental-health-counselor/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0400-0499/0491/0491ContentsIndex.html
https://sos.ga.gov/board-professional-counselors-social-workers-and-marriage-family-therapists
https://sos.ga.gov/board-professional-counselors-social-workers-and-marriage-family-therapists
https://rules.sos.ga.gov/gac/135
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/programs/mental/
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/programs/mental/
https://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/453D-MENTAL-HEALTH-COUNSELORS-111620.pdf
https://dopl.idaho.gov/cou/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/cou/
https://dopl.idaho.gov/cou/cou-statutes-rules-and-guidance/
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Illinois IDFPR: Professional 

Counselors 

 

Illinois Rules  

LPC 

LCPC 

NCE (for LPC) 

 

NCMHCE (for 

LCPC) 

Complete elective course in Family 

Systems. 

Requires at least 30 credit 

hours to be obtained at 

one institution. 

Indiana Behavioral Health and Human 

Servicing Licensing 

 

Indiana Statutes & Rules 

LMHCA  

LMHC  

NCE (for 

LMHCA) 

 

NCMHCE (for 

LMHC) 

Meets. 

 

This state has unique names for 

required coursework. Meet with your 

advisor if needed. 

 

 

Note Indiana Course 

Names and GCTS 

fulfillment: 

 

Foundations of MHC:  

CO 502, CO 790 

Contextual Dimensions: 

CO 790, CO 851 

Knowledge & Skills: 

CO 710 

Clinical Instruction: 

CO 867, 868, 869 
 

 

Iowa Iowa Board of Behavioral 

Science Licensure 

 
Iowa Laws & Rules 

T-LMHC 

LMHC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets.  

Kansas Kansas Board of Behavioral 

Sciences – Professional 

Counselors  

 

Kansas Statutes & Regulations 

LPC 

LCPC 

NCE (for LPC) 

NCMHCE (for 

LCPC) 

Requires 15 hours in diagnosis and 

treatment of mental health disorders. 

12 hours of this are met by CO 710, 

CO 867, 868, 869.  Complete an 

elective course that includes 

diagnosis and treatment as part of the 

course description. 

At least 30 credit hours 

plus practicum/ internship 

must be compelted at one 

institution. 

Kentucky  Kentucky Board of Licensed 

Professional Counselors 

LPCA 

LPCC 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets. 

 

 

https://idfpr.illinois.gov/profs/profcounselor.html
https://idfpr.illinois.gov/profs/profcounselor.html
https://ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1324&ChapAct=225&nbsp;ILCS&nbsp;107/&ChapterID=24&ChapterName=PROFESSIONS%20AND%20OCCUPATIONS&ActName=Professional%20Counselor%20and%20Clinical%20Professional%20Counselor%20Licensing%20Act.
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/behavioral-health-and-human-services/behavioral-health-and-human-services-licensing-information/
https://www.in.gov/pla/professions/behavioral-health-and-human-services/behavioral-health-and-human-services-licensing-information/
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2022/ic/titles/25#25-23.6
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/mental-health/mental-behavioral
https://dial.iowa.gov/licenses/medical/mental-health/mental-behavioral
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/154D.pdf
https://ksbsrb.ks.gov/professions/professional-counselors
https://ksbsrb.ks.gov/professions/professional-counselors
https://ksbsrb.ks.gov/professions/professional-counselors
https://www.ksbsrb.ks.gov/professions/professional-counselors/statutes-regulations
https://lpc.ky.gov/newstatic_Info.aspx?static_ID=458&menuid=136
https://lpc.ky.gov/newstatic_Info.aspx?static_ID=458&menuid=136
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Kentucky Statutes & 

Regulations 

 

Louisiana Louisiana State Board of 

Licensed Professional 

Counselors 

 

Louisiana Rules 

P-LPC 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets. 

 

Must pass all courses with 

a grade no lower than a C. 

Field experience courses 

must be passed with no 

lower than a B. 

Maine Maine Board of Counseling 

Professionals Licensure  

 

Maine Laws & Rules 

LPC 

LCPC 

NCE (for LPC) 

NCMHCE (for 

LCPC) 

Meets for LPC.  

 

For LCPC, Internship must be one 

full year and include 900 hours (360 

direct client contact hours) in 

addition to Practicum. 

 

Maryland Maryland Board of Professional 

Counselors & Therapists 

 

 

Maryland Rules & Code 

 

Maryland Course Requirements 

 

 

LGPC  

LCPC  

LGPC: NCE and 

Maryland Law 

Assessment 

 

LCPC: NCE and 

State Law Test 

Complete elective course in Family 

Systems.  

 

Complete an additional course in 

“Psycotherapy/ Treatment of Mental 

Health Disorders” (This may be met 

by taking an elective course in CBT, 

psychodynamic theory, etc.) 

 

 

Massachusetts Allied Mental Health 

Professionals Licensing 

 

Massachusetts Regulations 

LMHC NCMHCE Complete an additional 9 elective 

credit hours in counseling, for a total 

of 60 counseling credits. 

 

Practicum/ Internship supervisor 

must have 3 years experience as an 

independent licensed mental health 

practitioner. 

No provisional/ associate 

license. Apply for LMHC 

after completing all post-

graduate hours. 

 

NCMHCE scores valid 

for 5 years from the date 

of taking the exam. 

https://lpc.ky.gov/newstatic_Info.aspx?static_ID=474&menuid=137
https://lpc.ky.gov/newstatic_Info.aspx?static_ID=474&menuid=137
https://www.lpcboard.org/
https://www.lpcboard.org/
https://www.lpcboard.org/
https://www.lpcboard.org/rules
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-of-counseling-professionals-licensure
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-of-counseling-professionals-licensure
https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-of-counseling-professionals-licensure/home/laws-rules
https://health.maryland.gov/bopc/Pages/pc.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/bopc/Pages/pc.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/bopc/Pages/reg.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/bopc/pdfs/educationalrequirementinformationLCPCandLCPC.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/allied-mental-health-professions-licensing
https://www.mass.gov/allied-mental-health-professions-licensing
https://www.mass.gov/doc/262-cmr-2-requirements-for-licensure-as-a-mental-health-counselor/download
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Complete a state approved online 

training in domestic and sexual 

violence. 

Michigan Michigan Licensing and 

Regulatory Affairs: Counseling 

 

Michigan Code/ Rules 

LLPC 

LPC 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets. 

 

Complete a state approved training 

in identifying victims of human 

trafficking as well as implicit bias 

training. 

 

Minnesota Minnesota Board for Behavioral 

Health and Therapy  

 

Minnesota Statutes & Rules 

 

 

LPC 

LPCC  

NCE (for LPC) 

 

NCMCHE  

(for LPCC) 

Complete elective in Family Systems 

Counseling.  

 

Meets for LPC. There are additional 

educational requirements for the 

LPCC. Please review the state board 

website and/or meet with your 

advisor. 

 

Mississippi Mississippi State Board of 

Examiners for Licensed 

Professional Counselors  

 

Mississippi Statutes & Rules 
 
Graduate Packet for P-LPC 

Applicants 

P-LPC 

LPC  

Mississipi 

Jurisprudence 

(for P-LPC) 

 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

(for LPC) 

Complete elective course in 

Marriage and/or Family Counseling. 

 

Missouri Missouri Committee for 

Professional Counselors  

 

Missouri Statutes 

 

PLPC 

LPC  

NCE & 

Missouri 

Jurisprudence 

Meets.  

https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/bpl/health/hp-lic-health-prof/counseling
https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/bpl/health/hp-lic-health-prof/counseling
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xrrpxdmiwauew3cisu22ncfe))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectName=mcl-368-1978-15-181
https://mn.gov/boards/behavioral-health/applicants/apply/apply-for-lpc.jsp
https://mn.gov/boards/behavioral-health/applicants/apply/apply-for-lpc.jsp
https://mn.gov/boards/behavioral-health/statutes-and-rules/lpc-lpcc-statutes-rules/
https://www.lpc.ms.gov/license/
https://www.lpc.ms.gov/license/
https://www.lpc.ms.gov/license/
https://www.lpc.ms.gov/board/statutes-and-rules/
https://www.msblpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Graduate_Packet.pdf
https://www.msblpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Graduate_Packet.pdf
https://pr.mo.gov/counselors.asp
https://pr.mo.gov/counselors.asp
https://pr.mo.gov/counselors-statutes.asp
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Montana Montana Board of Behavioral 

Health – Licensed Clinical 

Professional Counselors 

 

Montana Administrative Rules 

PCLC 

LCPC 

NCE Meets. Credits obtained more 

than 6 years prior to 

graduation do not count 

toward the degree 

No more than 12 credit 

hours may be transfer 

credits. 

Nebraska Nebraska Dept of Health and 

Human Services - Mental 

Health and Social Work 

Practice 

 

Nebraska Rules  

PLMHP  

LMHP  

LIMHP 

 

 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Complete an additional 20 direct 

client contact hours (300 total direct 

client contact hours) in practicum & 

internship 

 

Nevada Nevada Board of Examiners for 

MFT and Clinical Professional 

Counselors 

 

Nevada Rules & Regulations 

CPC-I 

CPC 

NCMHCE Meets.  

New 

Hampshire 

New Hampshire Board of 

Mental Health Practice 

 

New Hampshire Laws & Rules 

LCMHC 

Candidate 

 

LCMHC 

NCMHCE Meets.  

New Jersey New Jersey Division of 

Consumer Affairs – 

Professional Counselors 

Examiners Committee 

 

New Jersey Professional 

Counselor Statutes 

LAC 

LPC 

NCE Meets.  

https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/behavioral-health/license-information/licensed-clinical-professional-counselor-candidate
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/behavioral-health/license-information/licensed-clinical-professional-counselor-candidate
https://boards.bsd.dli.mt.gov/behavioral-health/license-information/licensed-clinical-professional-counselor-candidate
https://rules.mt.gov/browse/collections/aec52c46-128e-4279-9068-8af5d5432d74/sections/bbc03834-bca4-4162-a297-a051305db1b3
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/mental-health-and-social-work-practice.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/mental-health-and-social-work-practice.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/mental-health-and-social-work-practice.aspx
https://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/pages/mental-health-and-social-work-practice.aspx
https://govdocs.nebraska.gov/epubs/H8310/R172.0094-2021.pdf
https://marriage.nv.gov/Services/CPC/
https://marriage.nv.gov/Services/CPC/
https://marriage.nv.gov/Services/CPC/
https://marriage.nv.gov/Regs/
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-mental-health-practice
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-mental-health-practice
https://www.oplc.nh.gov/board-mental-health-practice-laws-and-rules
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/pc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/pc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/pc/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/pc/Pages/default.aspx
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
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New Jersey Administrative 

Code 

New Mexico New Mexico Regulation and 

Licensing Department - 

Counseling and Therapy 

 

New Mexico Statues & Rules 

LMHC 

LPCC 

NCE (for LMHC) 

NCE and 

NCMHCE (for 

LPCC) 

Meets.  

New York New York State Education 

Department – Mental Health 

Counselors 

 

New York Laws & Rules 

Limited Permit 

LMHC  

NCMHCE Meets. 

 

Requires state-approved training in 

child abuse. 

 

 

 

North Carolina North Carolina Board of 

Licensed Clinical Mental Health 

Counselors   

 

North Carolina Laws & Rules 

LCMHCA 

LCMHC 

 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

 

NC Jurisprudence 

Exam 

Meets.  

North Dakota North Dakota Board of 

Counselor Examiners 

 

North Dakota Administrative 

Code 

LAPC  

LPC  

LPCC  

NCE (for 

LPC/LAPC) 

 

NCMHCE (for 

LPCC) 

Meets.  

Ohio Ohio Counselor, Social Worker, 

and MFT Board 

 

Ohio Laws and Rules 

LPC  

LPCC  

NCE (for LPC) 

 

NCMHCE (for 

LPCC) 

Meets.  

Oklahoma Oklahoma Board of Behavioral LPC Candidate NCE Complete an additional 9 elective  

https://www.nj.gov/oal/rules/accessp/?_gl=1%2a17uk5b3%2a_ga%2aOTIzMDc1NTAxLjE3MjY2Njc3Njk.%2a_ga_N8RFJ4LE4D%2aMTczMDMwODg5OS4xLjEuMTczMDMwOTAwMi4wLjAuMA..%2a_ga_2F7W0D0NDJ%2aMTczMDMwODkwNS4xLjEuMTczMDMwOTAwMi4wLjAuMA..&_ga=2.195561772.1000256379.1730308906-923075501.1726667769
https://www.nj.gov/oal/rules/accessp/?_gl=1%2a17uk5b3%2a_ga%2aOTIzMDc1NTAxLjE3MjY2Njc3Njk.%2a_ga_N8RFJ4LE4D%2aMTczMDMwODg5OS4xLjEuMTczMDMwOTAwMi4wLjAuMA..%2a_ga_2F7W0D0NDJ%2aMTczMDMwODkwNS4xLjEuMTczMDMwOTAwMi4wLjAuMA..&_ga=2.195561772.1000256379.1730308906-923075501.1726667769
https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-commissions/individual-boards-and-commissions/counseling-and-therapy-practice/licensing-registration-and-renewal/
https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-commissions/individual-boards-and-commissions/counseling-and-therapy-practice/licensing-registration-and-renewal/
https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-commissions/individual-boards-and-commissions/counseling-and-therapy-practice/licensing-registration-and-renewal/
https://www.rld.nm.gov/boards-and-commissions/individual-boards-and-commissions/counseling-and-therapy-practice/statutes-rules-and-rule-hearings/
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/mental-health-counselors/license-requirements
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/mental-health-counselors/license-requirements
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/mental-health-counselors/license-requirements
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/mental-health-counselors/laws-rules-regulations/subpart-799
https://ncblcmhc.org/
https://ncblcmhc.org/
https://ncblcmhc.org/
https://ncblcmhc.org/LawsAndCodes
http://www.ndbce.org/LPC.shtml
http://www.ndbce.org/LPC.shtml
https://www.ndbce.org/pdfs/administrativeCodeCounseling.pdf
https://www.ndbce.org/pdfs/administrativeCodeCounseling.pdf
https://cswmft.ohio.gov/get-licensed/counselors
https://cswmft.ohio.gov/get-licensed/counselors
https://cswmft.ohio.gov/for-professionals/resources-for-professionals/laws+and+rules
https://www.ok.gov/behavioralhealth/
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Health Licensure 

 

Oklahoma Rules & Regulations 

LPC  credit hours for a total of 60 

counseling credits. 

Oregon Board of Licensed Professonal 

Counselors and Therapists 

 

Oregon Rules 

 

Oregon Statutes 

LPC Associate 

LPC 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

 

Oregon Laws & 

Rules Exam 

Meets.  

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Department of 

State: Social Workers, MFTs 

and Professional Counselors 

 

Pennsylvania Laws and 

Regulations 

LPC (Licensed 

Professional 

Counselor) 

Any of the 

following: 

NCE, CRCE, 

ATCB, CBMT, 

PEPK, AAODA, 

EMAC 

Meets. 

 

Requires a state approved 3-clock 

hour training in child abuse. 

 

Rhode Island State of Rhode Island 

Department of Health: 

Marriage, Family, and Mental 

Health Therapy 

 

Rhode Island Rules 

LCMHCA 

LCMHC 

NCMHCE (for 

LCMHC only) 

Meets. 

 

 

 

South Carolina South Carolina Board of 

Examiners for Licensure of 

Professional Counselors 

 

South Carolina Laws 

 

South Carolina Regulations 

LPCA 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Meets.  

South Dakota South Dakota Department of 

Social Services – Licensed 

LPC 

LPC - MH 

NCE (for LPC) 

 

Meets.  

https://www.ok.gov/behavioralhealth/
https://oklahoma.gov/behavioralhealth/acts-and-regulations.html
https://www.oregon.gov/oblpct/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oblpct/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oblpct/Documents/BLPCT_Statutes-OARs.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oblpct/Documents/BLPCT_Statutes_Pertaining.pdf
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/SocialWorkersMarriageanFamilyTherapistsandProfessionalCounselors/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/SocialWorkersMarriageanFamilyTherapistsandProfessionalCounselors/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/SocialWorkersMarriageanFamilyTherapistsandProfessionalCounselors/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter49/chap49toc.html&d=reduce
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/049/chapter49/chap49toc.html&d=reduce
https://health.ri.gov/licensing/marriage-family-and-mental-health-therapy
https://health.ri.gov/licensing/marriage-family-and-mental-health-therapy
https://health.ri.gov/licensing/marriage-family-and-mental-health-therapy
https://health.ri.gov/licensing/marriage-family-and-mental-health-therapy
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/216-40-05-11
https://llr.sc.gov/cou/
https://llr.sc.gov/cou/
https://llr.sc.gov/cou/
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c075.php
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/coderegs/Chapter%2036.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/licensingboards/counselors/lpc.aspx
https://dss.sd.gov/licensingboards/counselors/lpc.aspx
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Professional Counselor 

 

South Dakota Administrative 

Rules 

NCMHCE (for 

LPC-MH) 

 

 

Tennessee Tennessee Board for Licensed 

Professional Counselors, 

LMFTs, and Licensed Clinical 

Pastoral Therapists 

 

Tennessee Rules 

LPC  

LPC-MHSP  

NCE (for LPC),  

 

NCMHCE (for 

LPC-MHSP) 

 

Tennessee 

Jurisprudence 

Exam 

 

Meets for LPC. 

 

For LPC-MHSP, complete an 

additional 3 hours in diagnosis and 

treatment planning (see electives); 

300 hours of internship must be in a 

mental health agency or community 

setting. 

 

Texas Texas State Board of Examiners 

of Professional Counselors 

 

Texas Statutes and Rules 

LPCA 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE and 

Texas 

Jurisprudence 

Exam 

Complete an additional 9 elective 

credit hours for a total of 60 credit 

hours in counseling. 

 

At least one elective must be in 

couples, marriage, or family 

counseling. 

 

Utah Utah Division of Professional 

Licensing: Clinical Mental 

Health Counseling 

 

Utah Laws and Rules 

ACMHC 

LCMHC  

NCE, NCMHCE, 

and the Utah 

Professional 

Counselor Law, 

Rules, and Ethics 

Exam 

Meets. 

 

 

 

Vermont Vermont Secretary of State: 

Allied Mental Health 

 

 

Vermont Statutes & Rules 

LCMHC  NCMHCE and 

NCE 

Meets. No entry level license. 

Apply for LCMHC after 

completion of post-

graduate hours. 

https://dss.sd.gov/licensingboards/counselors/lpc.aspx
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/20:68
https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/20:68
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/pcmft-board/pcmft-board/licensure.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/pcmft-board/pcmft-board/licensure.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/pcmft-board/pcmft-board/licensure.html
https://www.tn.gov/health/health-program-areas/health-professional-boards/pcmft-board/pcmft-board/licensure.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0450/0450-01.20200402.pdf
https://www.bhec.texas.gov/texas-state-board-of-examiners-of-professional-counselors/index.html
https://www.bhec.texas.gov/texas-state-board-of-examiners-of-professional-counselors/index.html
https://bhec.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-March-LPC-Rulebook.pdf
https://dopl.utah.gov/clinical-mental-health-counseling/
https://dopl.utah.gov/clinical-mental-health-counseling/
https://dopl.utah.gov/clinical-mental-health-counseling/
https://dopl.utah.gov/clinical-mental-health-counseling/laws-and-rules/
https://sos.vermont.gov/allied-mental-health/apply-renew/
https://sos.vermont.gov/allied-mental-health/apply-renew/
https://sos.vermont.gov/allied-mental-health/statutes-rules-resources/
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Virginia Virginia Department of Health 

Professions: Board of 

Counseling 

 

Virginia Laws & Regulations 

 

Resident  

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Complete elective course in Family 

Systems Theory. 

No exam required for 

initial licensure as 

“Resident.” 

Washington Washington Department of 

Health: Mental Health 

Counselors 

 

Washington Laws & Codes 

LMHCA 

LMHC 

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

 

 

Meets. 

 

Must additionally complete 4 clock 

hours of HIV/AIDS education and 

training. 

No exam required for 

LMHCA. 

West Virginia West Virginia Board of 

Examiners in Counseling 

 

West Virginia Rules 

PLPC 

LPC  

NCE or 

NCMHCE 

Complete elective course in 

marriage, couples, and/or family 

counseling. 

 

Wisconsin Wisconsin Department of 

Safety and Professional 

Services: Professional 

Counselor 

 

Wisconsin Statutes & Code 

LPC Trainee 

LPC 

NCE  

 

Wisconsin 

Jurisprudence 

Exam 

Meets. No exam required for 

initial LPC Trainee 

license. 

Wyoming Wyoming Mental Health 

Professions Licensing Board 

 

Wyoming Rules 

PPC 

LPC 

NCE or 

NCMHE 

Meets. Exam must be passed 

within 5 years of applying 

for LPC license. 

 

 

 

https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Counseling/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Counseling/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Counseling/
https://www.dhp.virginia.gov/Boards/Counseling/PractitionerResources/LawsRegulations/
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/mental-health-counselor/licensing-information
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/mental-health-counselor/licensing-information
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/mental-health-counselor/licensing-information
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/professions-new-renew-or-update/mental-health-counselor/laws
https://wvbec.org/becoming-a-licensed-counselor/
https://wvbec.org/becoming-a-licensed-counselor/
https://wvbec.org/wvbec-board-rules/
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/LPC/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/LPC/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/LPC/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/Professions/LPC/Default.aspx
https://dsps.wi.gov/Pages/RulesStatutes/MPSW.aspx
https://mentalhealth.wyo.gov/
https://mentalhealth.wyo.gov/
https://mentalhealth.wyo.gov/rules-and-regulations
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