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The major traditions of Buddhism are Mahayana, 

Theravada, and Tibetan. Mahayana Buddhism 

encompasses many diversified sub-traditions of 

the faith such as Zen, and thus adherents of the 

tradition can be found worldwide. Adherents of 

Theravada Buddhism are found largely in South-

eastern Asia. Tibetan Buddhism is concentrated 

in Tibet, Mongolia, and parts of Russia.Mahayana
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Source: Todd M. Johnson and Brian J. Grim, eds. World Religion Database.Leiden/Boston: Brill; accessed January 2016.

In 2015

[in countries > 100,000 in population] [in countries > 100,000 in population]

The global fame of 

the Dalai Lama, 

the spiritual leader 

of Tibetan 

Buddhism, has 

helped to flame 

Western interest in 

the tradition, 

including its 

growth in the USA 

and beyond.

Statue of 
Gautama 
Buddha

*Average annual growth rate


