Status of Global Christianity, 2019, in the Context of 1900-2050

Year: 1900
GLOBAL POPULATION
1.  Total population 1,619,625,000
2. Adult population (over 15) 1,073,646,000
3. Adults, % literate 27.6
GLOBAL CITIES AND URBAN MISSION
4. Urban population (%) 14.4
5. Urban poor 100 million
6.  Slum dwellers 20 million
7. Global urban population 232,695,000
8.  Christian urban population 159,600,000
9.  Cities over 1 million 20
10. Under 50% Christian 5
11. New non-Christians per day 5,200
GLOBAL RELIGION
12. Religious diversity 0.27
13. Religionists 1,616,370,000

14. Christians

15. Muslims

16. Hindus

17. Buddhists

18. Chinese folk-religionists

19. Ethnoreligionists

20. New Religionists

21. Sikhs

22. Jews

23. Nonreligionists

24. Agnostics

25. Atheists
GLOBAL CHRISTIANITY BY TRADITION

26. Total Christians, % of world

27. Affiliated Christians

28. Roman Catholics

29. Protestants

30. Independents

31.  African

32.  Asian

33.  European

34.  Latin American

35.  Northern American

36.  Oceanian

37. Orthodox

38. Unaffiliated Christians

39. Evangelicals

40. Pentecostals/Charismatics
CHURCH ORGANIZATION

41. Denominations

42. Congregations
CHRISTIAN AFFILIATION BY CONTINENT

43. Africa (5 regions)

44. Asia (5 regions)

45. Europe (including Russia; 4 regions)

46. Latin America (3 regions)

47. Northern America (1 region)

48. Oceania (4 regions)

557,755,000
200,318,000
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379,974,000
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34.4
521,307,000
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33,000
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1,600
400,000

8,458,000
20,816,000
368,114,000
60,027,000
59,570,000
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CHRISTIAN MISSION AND EVANGELIZATION

49. National workers (citizens)

50. Foreign missionaries

51. Foreign mission sending agencies

52. Christian martyrs per 10-years

53. % in Christian countries

54. Non-Christians who know a Christian (%)
CHRISTIAN MEDIA

55. Books (titles) about Christianity

56. Christian periodicals (titles)

57. Bibles printed per year

58. Scriptures (incl. selections) printed p.a.

59. Bible density (copies in place)

60. Users of radio/TV/Internet
CHRISTIAN FINANCE (IN US$, PER YEAR)

61. Personal income of Christians

62. Giving to Christian causes

63. Churches’ income

64. Parachurch and institutional income

65. Ecclesiastical crime

66. Income of global foreign missions
WORLD EVANGELIZATION

67. Unevangelized population

68. Unevangelized as % of world population

69. World evangelization plans since 30 CE
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2,311,829,000
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36.6
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1,354,213,000
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0.43
2,991,131,000
1,229,448,000
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33.2
1,117,440,000
658,556,000
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18,100
1,395,000

113,328,000
91,482,000
466,845,000
262,823,000
168,479,000
14,483,000

4,600,000
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2,200
3,770,000
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13.5

1,800,000
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281 million
443 million
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4,100 billion
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1,650,954,000
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6,145,007,000
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5,347,218,000
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1,025,922,000
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545,580,000
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7,714,577,000
5,734,949,000
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146,000

0.45
6,860,417,000
2,528,295,000
1,864,141,000
1,051,375,000
539,516,000
452,765,000
267,124,000
65,202,000
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32.8
2,414,698,000
1,243,532,000
571,926,000
449,424,000
119,019,000
160,230,000
23,670,000
45,053,000
100,084,000
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286,395,000
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353,677,000
693,820,000

45,000
5,500,000

618,870,000
389,775,000
549,510,000
600,443,000
231,064,000

25,035,000

13,200,000
450,000
5,400
800,000
53.3

18.3

9,500,000
78,000

93 million
5,190 million
2,030 million
2,290 million

60,000 billion
1,010 billion
400 billion
610 billion

68 billion

60 billion

2,188,108,000
28.4
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2025

8,185,614,000
6,168,588,000
84.3

58.3
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4,774,652,000
1,789,476,000
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150,000

0.44
7,346,164,000
2,718,782,000
2,064,072,000
1,099,886,000
567,793,000
465,063,000
267,938,000
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29,484,000
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33.2
2,600,912,000
1,305,290,000
616,454,000
512,411,000
137,263,000
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26,873,000
52,108,000
108,125,000
1,559,000
291,745,000
117,869,000
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49,000
6,300,000

728,656,000
440,289,000
540,441,000
630,698,000
234,584,000

26,245,000

14,000,000
550,000
6,000
700,000
53.6

18.9

11,800,000
100,000

110 million
6,000 million
2,280 million
2,460 million

70,000 billion
1,200 billion
480 billion
720 billion

80 billion

70 billion

2,321,317,000
28.4
3,000

2050

9,771,823,000
7,689,005,000
88.0

68.4

4,100 million
1,900 million
6,679,764,000
2,509,510,000
950

500

130,000

0.43
8,943,979,000
3,466,927,000
2,806,270,000
1,222,227,000
590,493,000
400,080,000
279,453,000
60,568,000
34,705,000
16,709,000
827,844,000
698,128,000
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35.5
3,342,666,000
1,599,608,000

861,617,000
712,435,000
198,476,000
280,081,000
36,392,000
76,256,000
119,089,000
2,142,000
304,139,000
124,261,000
581,065,000
1,089,199,000

64,000
9,000,000

1,278,874,000
580,754,000
492,084,000
699,747,000
258,653,000
32,554,000

17,000,000
700,000
7,500
1,000,000
482

19.7

14,500,000
120,000

135 million
9,200 million
2,800 million
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190,000 billion
3,400 billion
1,400 billion
2,000 billion

260 billion
190 billion
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28.1
4,000

Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds. World Christian Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, accessed July 2018), www.worldchristiandatabase.org



Methodological notes for the Status of Global Christianity, 2019
(referring to numbered lines)

This table is derived from Gina A. Zurlo, Todd M. Johnson, and Peter F. Crossing. “ Christianity 2019: What’s Missing? A Call for
Further Research.” International Bulletin of Mission Research, January 2019. Indented categories form part of| and are included in, un-in-
dented categories above them. Definitions of categories are as given and explained in David B. Barrett, World Christian Encyclopedia,

1st ed. (Oxford University Press, 1982); David B. Barrett, George T. Kurian, and Todd M. Johnson, World Christian Encyclopedia, 2nd
ed. (Oxford University Press, 2001); David B. Barrett and Todd M. Johnson, World Christian Trends (WCT; William Carey Library,
2001), and more recently in Todd M. Johnson and Brian J. Grim, The World’s Religions in Figures (Wiley-Blackwell, 2013), with addi-
tional data and explanations below.

Lines 1-2. Demographic totals as shown in World Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision (New York: United Nations, 2017).

3. UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2005-2013) and Todd M. Johnson and Gina A. Zurlo, eds., World Christian Database (Leiden:
Brill, accessed July 2018).

4-5. World Urbanization Prospects: The 2018 Revision (New York: United Nations, 2018). Also line 51.
12. The Herfindahl index methodology is described in The World’s Religions in Figures, chapter 3.

14. Widest definition: professing Christians plus crypto-Christians (secret believers), which equals affiliated (church members) plus
unaffiliated Christians.

28. World totals of current long-term trend for all confessions (see WCT, part 4, “Martyrology”).

41. Churches, denominations, and individuals who identify themselves as evangelicals by membership in denominations linked to evan-
gelical alliances (e.g., World Evangelical Alliance) or by self-identification in polls.

42. Church members involved in the Pentecostal/Charismatic/Independent Charismatic renewal in the Holy Spirit, known collectively
as “Renewalists.” Totals on lines 41-42 overlap with those on lines 30-40.

61-66. Defined in WCT, part 20, “Finance.”
65. Amounts embezzled by top custodians of Christian monies (U.S. dollar equivalents, per year).
67-68. Defined in WCT, part 25, “Macroevangelistics.”

69. Grand total of all distinct plans and proposals for accomplishing world evangelization made by Christians since 30 ct. See WCT,
part 27, “GeoStrategies.”

Annual trend (%). Average annual rate of change, 2000-2019, as a % per year.
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