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I. Course Description 

The course is an overview of the role of non-governmental agencies (NGOs) and development 
in Christian mission. It covers biblical, theological, historical, and current perspectives on the 
global trend toward integration of development and mission. The course also looks at the role 
of globalization in the spread of the gospel. It examines plans made by Christians to alleviate 
social problems. Case studies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America are studied to understand 
current issues. 

 
II. Learning Objectives 

1.  Students will comprehend the biblical, theological, and historical, and current 
perspectives of the integration of development and mission. 

 2.  Students will analyze the role of globalization in the spreading of the gospel. 
 3.  Students will examine and assess the efforts of Christians to alleviate social problems. 
 
 
III. Grading 

1. Personal reflections on the books in the required readings. Students should keep a 
running journal of the summaries (Due on week 6 and week 12.) 30% 

2. Paper (c. 20 pp. double-spaced with endnotes and bibliography as appropriate): This 
paper should look at a subject in the history of development and missions. (Paper topic 
approved by week 5. Paper due week 13.) 70% 

 
Active participation in all aspects of the course and required readings is presumed.   
 
IV. Required Texts 
 

1. Goudzwaard, B., Mark Vander Vennen, and David Van Heemst. Hope in Troubled Times: 
A New Vision for Confronting Global Crises. (Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2007). 
[ISBN 978-0801032486] 

2. Grant, Jamie A. and Dewi A Hughes, eds. Transforming the World? The Gospel and Social 
Responsibility (Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 2009). [ISBN 978-1844743742] 

3. Hunter, James Davison. To Change the World: The Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of Christianity 
in the Late Modern World (Oxford University Press, 2010). [ISBN 978-0199730803] 

4. Iriye, Akira. Global Community: The Role of International Organizations in the Making of the 
Contemporary World (Berkeley, CA: University of California, 2002). [ISBN 978-
0520231283] 

5. Marshall, Katherine, and Marisa Van Saanen, Development and Faith: Where Mind, Heart, 
and Soul Work Together (World Bank, 2007). [ISBN 978-0821371732] 

 
V. Major texts used in lectures and readings 
 

1. Ahmed, Shamima and David M. Potter NGOs in International Politics (Kumarian Press, 
2006). 

2. Johnson, Todd M. and Kenneth R. Ross eds., Atlas of Global Christianity (Edinburgh 
University Press, 2009). [ISBN 978-0748632671] 
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3. O’Donnell, Kelly, ed. Global Member Care: Volume One: The Pearls and Perils of Good Practice 
(William Carey Library, 2011). 

4. Rist, Gilbert. The History of Development from Western Origins to Global Faith. Translated by 
Patrick Camiller. (London: Zed Books. 2008 edition). 

5. Toft, Monica Duffy, Daniel Philpott, and Timothy Samuel Shah. God’s Century: Resurgent 
Religion and Global Politics (Norton, 2011). 

6. World Development Report. Annual. 
7. Human Development Report. Annual. 

 
VI. Other recommended Texts 
 

1. David B. Barrett and Todd M. Johnson, World Christian Trends (South Pasadena, CA: 
William Carey Library, 2001). 

2. James Butare-Kiyovu, ed., International development from a kingdom perspective (Orbis, 2002). 
3. Lester Brown, Plan B (Wiley-Blackwell, 2009). 
4. David Bosch, Transforming Mission, Orbis, 1991. 

 
VII. Websites and Related Organizations 

 
• Class website – On CAMS. Most required readings, apart from course texts, will be made 

available online 
• Center for the Study of Global Christianity: www.globalchristianity.org  
• Atlas of Global Christianity: www.altasofglobalchristianity.org  
• World Christian Database: www.worldchristiandatabase.org  

 
VIII. Schedule of Classes  
Week 1 Introduction to the Course 

• Course syllabus 
• Major themes of the course 
• Course overview and methodology 
• Changing the world in the context of global Christianity 

 
Week 2 Biblical and theological reflections on development   

• Biblical theology of the poor 
• Evangelism and social action 

  
Text Reading = 129 pp 

Grant 11-50 
 Goudzwaard 15- 58 
 Marshall 1-47 

 
Week 3 What is development? 

• Definitions 
• Major critiques 

 
Text Reading = 153 pp 

Grant 51-93 
Goudzwaard 59-126 
Marshall 48-92 
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Week 4  Reading Week: Christian attempts to end poverty 
 

Text Reading = 149 pp 
Grant 94-167 
Marshall 93-138 
Hunter 1-31 

 
Week 5 A history of development 

• Pre-modern development 
• Colonialism and development 
• Millennial Development Goals 

 
Text Reading = 90 pp 

Grant 168-204 
Goudzwaard 127-166 
Hunter 32-47 

 
Week 6 The rise of NGOs 

• Early history 
• FBOs 

 
Text Reading = 106 pp 

Grant, 205-245 
Hunter 48-78 
Iriye 1-36 

 
Week 7 Relief vs. development 

• Major disasters 
• Nation building 

 
Text Reading = 102 pp 

Grant 246-288 
Goudzwaard 167-205 
Iriye 37-59 

 
Week 8  Reading Week: Development case studies: Africa 

 
Text Reading = 161 pp 

Marshall 139-230 
Hunter 79-149 

  
Week 9 Development case studies: Asia 

• Cambodia 
• Northern Thailand 

 
Text Reading = 93 pp 

Marshall 231-278 
Hunter 150-196 

 
Week 10 NGOs in international politics  



 

 

4 

4 

• United Nations related 
• World Trade Organization 

 
Text Reading =110 pp 

Marshall 279-314 
Hunter 197-237 
Iriye 60-95 

 
Week 11 NGOs in mission 

• Cambodia 
• Indonesia 
• Rwanda 
• Mexico 

 
Text Reading = 108 pp 

Hunter 238-286 
Iriye 96-156 

 
Week 12 Development and post-colonialism 

• Africa 
• Protestant missions 
• Pentecostals 

 
Text Reading = 51 pp 

Iriye 157-209 
 
Week 13  The future of NGOs and development 

• Lausanne 
• World Evangelical Alliance 
• Global Christianity 

 
 
IX. Select Bibliography of Globalization, Development and NGOs  
Anderson, Mary B. Do No Harm: How Aid Can Support Peace--or War. Boulder, Colo: Lynne Rienner 

Publishers, 1999. 
Arcaro, Thomas, and Rosemary Haskell. Understanding the Global Experience: Becoming a Responsible 

World Citizen. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon, 2010. 
Archibugi, Daniele. The Global Commonwealth of Citizens: Toward Cosmopolitan Democracy. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2008. 
Archibugi, Daniele, and Mathias Koenig-Archibugi. Debating Cosmopolitics. London: VERSO, 

2003. 
Barnett, Michael N., and Thomas George Weiss. Humanitarianism in Question: Politics, Power, Ethics. 

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008. 
Baudot, Jacques. Building a World Community: Globalisation and the Common Good. Copenhagen: Royal 

Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2001. 
Baylis, John, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens. The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to 

International Relations. Oxford [u.a.]: Oxford University Press, 2011. 
Beck, Ulrich, and Ciaran Cronin. The Cosmopolitan Vision. Cambridge, UK: Polity, 2006. 
Berger, Peter L., and Samuel P. Huntington. Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary 
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World. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. 
Best, Joel. Social Problems. New York: W.W. Norton & Co, 2008. 
Bhargava, Vinay. Global Issues for Global Citizens: An Introduction to Key Development Challenges. 

Washington (D.C.): The World Bank, 2006. 
Bishop, Matthew, and Michael Green. Philanthrocapitalism: How Giving Can Save the World. London: 

A. & C. Black, 2010. 
Bøås, Morten, and Desmond McNeill. Multilateral Institutions: A Critical Introduction. London: Pluto 

Press, 2003. 
Bornstein, David. How to Change the World: Social Entrepreneurs and the Power of New Ideas. Oxford, 

UK: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Boulding, Elise. Building a Global Civic Culture: Education for an Interdependent World. New York: 

Teachers College Press, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1988. 
Brubaker, Pamela. Globalization at What Price?: Economic Change and Daily Life. Cleveland, Ohio: 

Pilgrim Press, 2001. 
Budde, Michael L. The (Magic) Kingdom of God: Christianity and Global Culture Industries. Boulder, 

Colo: Westview Press, 1997. 
Cahill, Kevin M. Basics of International Humanitarian Missions. New York: Fordham University Press, 

2003. 
Carlson, John D., and Erik C. Owens. The Sacred and the Sovereign: Religion and International Politics. 

Washington, D.C.: Georgetown University Press, 2003. 
Castles, Stephen, and Alastair Davidson. Citizenship and Migration: Globalization and the Politics of 

Belonging. New York: Routledge, 2000. 
Cohen, Robin, and Shirin Rai. Global Social Movements. London: Athlone Press, 2000. 
De Blij, Harm J. Why Geography Matters: Three Challenges Facing America: Climate Change, the Rise of 

China, and Global Terrorism. New York, N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
Dower, Nigel, and John Williams. Global Citizenship: A Critical Introduction. New York, NY: 

Routledge, 2002. 
Drache, Daniel, and Marc D. Froese. Defiant Publics: The Unprecedented Reach of the Global Citizen. 

Cambridge, UK: Polity, 2008. 
Drezner, Daniel W. All Politics Is Global: Explaining International Regulatory Regimes. Princeton, N.J.: 

Princeton University Press, 2007. 
Eberly, Don E. Building a Community of Citizens: Civil Society in the 21st Century. Lanham, Md: 

University Press of America, 1994. 
Eberly, Don E. The Rise of Global Civil Society: Building Communities and Nations from the Bottom Up. New 

York: Encounter Books, 2008. 
Elkington, John, and Pamela Hartigan. The Power of Unreasonable People: How Social Entrepreneurs 

Create Markets That Change the World. Boston, Mass: Harvard Business School Press, 2008. 
Engelman, Robert. More: Population, Nature, and What Women Want. Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 

2008. 
Erlewine, Robert. Monotheism and Tolerance Recovering a Religion of Reason. Bloomington, IN: Indiana 

University Press, 2010. 
Etzioni, Amitai. From Empire to Community: A New Approach to International Relations. New York: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 2004. 
Fabian Globalisation Group. Just World: A Fabian Manifesto. London: Zed Books, 2005. 
Fish, Stanley Eugene. Save the World on Your Own Time. Oxford [England]: Oxford University 

Press, 2008. 
Gannon, Martin J., and Rajnandini Pillai. Understanding Global Cultures: Metaphorical Journeys Through 

29 Nations, Clusters of Nations, Continents, and Diversity. Thousand Oaks, Calif: SAGE, 2010. 
Gardner, Gary T. Inspiring Progress: Religions' Contributions to Sustainable Development. New York: W.W. 
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Norton, 2006. 
George, Susan. Another World Is Possible If--. London: Verso, 2004. 
Gillin, Paul. The New Influencers: A Marketer’s Guide to the New Social Media. Sanger: Quill Driver, 

2007. 
Goldblatt, David, David Held, Anthony McGrew, and Jonathan Perraton. Global Transformations: 

Politics, Economics and Culture. Oxford [u.a.]: Polity Press, 2001. 
Goudzwaard, B., Mark Vander Vennen, and David Van Heemst. Hope in Troubled Times: A New 

Vision for Confronting Global Crises. Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Academic, 2007. 
Harris, Alex, and Brett Harris. Do Hard Things: A Teenage Rebellion against Low Expectations. Colorado 

Springs, CO: Multnomah Books, 2008. 
Hawkins, Mary. Global Structures, Local Cultures. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 
Held, David. Global Covenant: The Social Democratic Alternative to the Washington Consensus. Cambridge: 

Polity, 2004. 
Herman, Edward S., and Robert Waterman McChesney. The Global Media: The New Missionaries of 

Corporate Capitalism. London: Cassell, 1997. 
Heymann, Jody. Global Inequalities at Work: Work's Impact on the Health of Individuals, Families, and 

Societies. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
Hunter, Zach. Be the Change: Your Guide to Freeing Slaves and Changing the World. Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan, 2007. 
Hutton, Will. A Declaration of Interdependence: Why America Should Join the World. New York: W.W. 

Norton, 2003. 
Jacobson, Harold Karan. Networks of Interdependence: International Organizations and the Global Political 

System. New York: Knopf, 1984. 
Janz, Mark, and Joann Slead. Complex Humanitarian Emergencies: Lessons from Practitioners. Monrovia, 

Calif: World Vision, 2000. 
Johnston, R. J., Peter J. Taylor, and Michael Watts. Geographies of Global Change: Remapping the 

World. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub, 2002. 
Jong, Wilma de, Martin Shaw, and Neil Stammers. Global Activism, Global Media. London: Pluto 

Press, 2005. 
Juergensmeyer, Mark. Global Rebellion: Religious Challenges to the Secular State, from Christian Militias to 

Al Qaeda. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. 
Khanna, Tarun. Billions of Entrepreneurs: How China and India Are Reshaping Their Futures--and Yours. 

Boston, Mass: Harvard Business School Press, 2007. 
Kruempelmann, Elizabeth. The Global Citizen: A Guide to Creating an International Life and Career. 

Berkeley: Ten Speed Press, 2002. 
Küng, Hans. Global Responsibility: In Search of a New World Ethic. New York: Crossroad Pub. Co, 

1991. 
Lechner, Frank J., and John Boli. World Culture: Origins and Consequences. Malden, MA, USA: 

Blackwell Pub, 2005. 
Lindenberg, Marc, and Coralie Bryant. Going Global: Transforming Relief and Development NGOs. 

Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2001. 
Lowenthal, Abraham F. Global California: Rising to the Cosmopolitan Challenge. Stanford, Calif: 

Stanford University Press, 2009. 
Mahbubani, Kishore. The New Asian Hemisphere: The Irresistible Shift of Global Power to the East. New 

York: Public Affairs, 2009. 
Marris, Robin Lapthorn. Ending Poverty. New York: Thames & Hudson, 1999. 
Mathews, Gordon. Global Culture/Individual Identity: Searching for Home in the Cultural Supermarket. 

London: Routledge, 2000. 
Mayo, Marjorie. Global Citizens: Social Movements and the Challenge of Globalization. Toronto: CSPI, 



 

 

7 

7 

2005. 
McLaren, Brian D. Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises, and a Revolution of Hope. Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson, 2007. 
Milne, Bruce. Dynamic Diversity: The New Humanity Church for Today and Tomorrow. Nottingham: 

Inter-Varsity Press, 2006. 
Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid: Why Aid Is Not Working and How There Is a Better Way for Africa. New 

York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009. 
Nussbaum, Martha Craven. Cultivating Humanity: A Classical Defense of Reform in Liberal Education. 

Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1997. 
O'Hara-Devereaux, Mary, and Robert Johansen. Globalwork: Bridging Distance, Culture, and Time. 

San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 1994. 
Page, Scott E. The Difference: How the Power of Diversity Creates Better Groups, Firms, Schools, and Societies. 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2008. 
Park, Timothy Kiho. New Global Partnership for World Mission: A Compendium of the 8th Triennial 

Convention of the Asia Missions Association, September 9-12, 2003, Moscow, Russia. South Pasadena, 
Calif: Institute for Asian Mission, 2003. 

Pearse, Meic. Why the Rest Hates the West: Understanding the Roots of Global Rage. Downers Grove, Ill: 
InterVarsity Press, 2004. 

Pemberton, Jo-Anne. Global Metaphors: Modernity and the Quest for One World. London: Pluto Press, 
2001. 

Petersen, Alexandros. The World Island: Eurasian Geopolitics and the Fate of the West. Santa Barbara, 
Calif: Praeger Security International, 2011. 

Petras, Kathryn, and Ross Petras. World Access: The Handbook for Citizens of the Earth. New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 1996. 

Polak, Paul. Out of Poverty: What Works When Traditional Approaches Fail. San Francisco, Calif: 
Berrett-Koehler, 2008. 

Prahalad, C. K., and M. S. Krishnan. The New Age of Innovation: Driving Cocreated Value Through 
Global Networks. New York: McGraw-Hill Professional, 2008. 

Rieff, David. A Bed for the Night: Humanitarianism in Crisis. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003. 
Rimmer, Gary. Number Freaking: How to Change the World with Delightfully Surreal Statistics. New York: 

Disinformation, 2006. 
Roberts, Adam, and Benedict Kingsbury. United Nations, Divided World. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 

1996. 
Roberts, Bob. Glocalization: How Followers of Jesus Engage the New Flat World. Grand Rapids, Mich: 

Zondervan, 2007. 
Roberts, John C. World Citizenship and Mundialism: A Guide to the Building of a World Community. 

Westport, Conn: Praeger, 1999. 
Robertson, R. T. The Three Waves of Globalization: A History of a Developing Global Consciousness. Nova 

Scotia: Fernwood Pub, 2003. 
Robertson, Roland. Globalization: Social Theory and Global Culture. London: Sage Publications, 1998. 
Rothkopf, David J. Superclass: The Global Power Elite and the World They Are Making. New York: 

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008. 
Shirky, Clay. Here Comes Everybody: The Power of Organizing Without Organizations. New York: Penguin 

Press, 2008. 
Singer, Peter. The Life You Can Save: Acting Now to End World Poverty. New York: Random House, 

2009. 
Sirkin, Harold L., James W. Hemerling, and Arindam K. Bhattacharya. Globality: Competing with 

Everyone from Everywhere for Everything. New York: Business Plus, 2008. 
Smith, Stephen C. Ending Global Poverty: A Guide to What Works. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
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2005. 
Stallings, Barbara. Global Change, Regional Response: The New International Context of Development. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
Steffen, Alex. Worldchanging: A User's Guide for the 21st Century. New York: Abrams, 2006. 
Steger, Manfred B. Globalism: The New Market Ideology. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield 

Publishers, 2002. 
Stromquist, Nelly P., and Karen Monkman. Globalization and Education: Integration and Contestation 

Across Cultures. Lanham, Md: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000. 
Tarrow, Sidney G. The New Transnational Activism. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
Thaler, Richard H., and Cass R. Sunstein. Nudge. Cornwall: Yale University Press, 2008. 
Thomas, Scott. The Global Resurgence of Religion and the Transformation of International Relations: The 

Struggle for the Soul of the Twenty-First Century. New York, N.Y.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 
Timmerman, Kelsey. Where Am I Wearing?: A Global Tour to the Countries, Factories, and People That 

Make Our Clothes. Hoboken, N.J.: Wiley, 2009. 
Tomlinson, John. Globalization and Culture. Oxford: Polity, 1999. 
Van Til, Kent A. Less Than Two Dollars a Day: A Christian View of World Poverty and the Free Market. 

Grand Rapids, Mich: William B. Eerdmans Pub, 2007. 
Viguerie, Patrick, Sven Smit, and Mehrdad Baghai. The Granularity of Growth: How to Identify the 

Sources of Growth and Drive Enduring Company Performance. Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, 
2008. 

Walker, Peter, and Daniel G. Maxwell. Shaping the Humanitarian World. Milton Park, Abingdon, 
Oxon: Routledge, 2008. 

Welch, Sharon D. Real Peace, Real Security: The Challenges of Global Citizenship. Minneapolis: Fortress 
Press, 2008. 

World Bank. The Global Citizen's Handbook: Facing Our World's Crises and Challenges. New York: 
Collins, 2007. 

Yamamoto, Yoshinobu. Globalism, Regionalism and Nationalism: Asia in Search of Its Role in the Twenty-
First Century. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers, 1999. 

Zakaria, Fareed. The Post-American World: And the Rise of the Rest. London: Penguin, 2009. 


