
 

Alumni Spotlight: Trey Nation (MDiv & MAOT ’15) 

Current title: Assistant Professor of Old Testament 
and Ancient Near Eastern Studies 
 

Family: Wife: Hannah (MACH ’17), daughters: 
Verity (7), and Clemence (5) 
 

Favorite professors: Tom Petter & Carol Kaminski 
 

Favorite class: History and Archaeology of the 
Ancient Near East  
 

Favorite memory: Almost too many. Significant 
portions of my ecclesiology, hermeneutics, and 
theology were settled during long discussions over 
sandwiches in the cafeteria post-class, oftentimes 
with the professors themselves involved! 

 
What have you been doing since you graduated and what are you doing now?  
 

I worked in campus ministry with international students at Harvard, MIT, and other 
universities in Cambridge both during seminary and after graduation. In 2016, I began a 
PhD program in ancient Near Eastern studies at Harvard, which took an (average, but 
entirely too long) eight-year period to complete. My dissertation was on the everyday 
religion of people at the beginning of the 19th century B.C. (very roughly around the 
patriarchal era). As of this fall, I will be teaching as a professor of Old Testament and 
ancient Near Eastern studies for Gordon-Conwell. 
 
What do you love about teaching and academic research? What are you looking 
forward to about doing this at Gordon-Conwell? 
 

I adore the classroom. Teaching future ministers and scholars to love and teach the Old 
Testament is the perfect match of passion and calling for me. I get to share the beauty 
of God’s word and its ancient context and have engaging conversations with the 
fascinating men and women who come here to study, all in service to God’s people and 
his church. It’s such a privilege. I am also thrilled to be continuing my research in this 
context. I’ve spent the past several years doing my work largely from a small bedroom 
office in Pittsburgh. Now I can walk down the hall and bounce ideas off Dr. Sean 
McDonough or Dr. Adonis Vidu. 
 
What are the particular challenges of engaging in academia today/right now?  
 

It’s not an easy time for higher education in general, as most institutions are having to 
think creatively and respond to new challenges. I’m grateful to the leadership of this 
seminary for the ways they are tackling those challenges creatively and faithfully. As a 
researcher, the challenges are much as they’ve always been; academia is hardly 
bursting at the seams with confessionally orthodox Christians. But there’s lots of good 
thinking still to be done in every academic field of inquiry, and it’s so important that 



 
Christian thinkers are part of the academic project. It’s far too easy for us to relegate our 
work to confessional spheres and forget how to speak to the world beyond our doors. 
 
How has God woven together your Gordon-Conwell 
education with other life events to bring you to 
where you are now? What has your journey been 
like in coming to join the Gordon-Conwell faculty? 
 

When I came to Gordon-Conwell as a student, I thought 
my life was taking a sharp turn from everything that 
came before. I had studied international economic 
development in college and worked for a few years with 
a variety of Christian non-profits engaged in poverty 
alleviation in the developing world. Much of my training 
for that “former life” was focused on cross-cultural 
communication. When I headed to graduate school, I 
believed those skills and my experiences overseas to be somewhat irrelevant for 
seminary and doctoral studies. I’ve come to appreciate more and more, however, that 
the study of ancient cultures and engagement with ancient texts (like the Old 
Testament!) is itself a cross-cultural act, and both our teaching and research as 
seminarians increasingly take the form of one small part of the larger global 
conversation of the Church worldwide. As I write and I prepare my courses, it’s amazing 
how much I’ve seen God re-integrating the two phases of my adult life: my cross-
cultural ministry and my academic training. 
 
What has been Gordon-Conwell’s biggest impact/influence on the work you do 
now or the way you do your work?  
 

On a practical level, I think Gordon-Conwell prepared me exceptionally well for my 
doctoral studies at Harvard. The upper-level and elective courses I took with professors 
like Dr. Doug Stuart and Dr. Tom Petter ensured I had the skills and discipline I would 
need to be successful. That said, I think Gordon-Conwell's biggest impact on the way I 
think and work now is that I learned to approach even detailed linguistic work with a big-
picture, theological mindset.  
 
What piece of advice would you give to young alumni who are considering 
pursuing academic work and/or teaching? 
 

The most common piece of advice you may hear these days is “don’t do it.” And the 
honest truth is that there are few teaching posts and many PhDs, and thus no 
guarantee that the years of difficult labor will result in a professorship. That said, there 
are myriad ways to leverage a PhD. I am firmly convinced that the church needs more 
pastor-theologians with rigorous training, for one. The process itself of pursuing doctoral 
research is invigorating, to some. You just need to be sure you desire to undergo the 
years of work for its own sake, regardless of any specific employment outcome. It's a 
decision that should only be made with a lot of prayer and solid counsel. 



 
 
Do you have any publications or links to share? 

 

“Rites for the Dead, Amity for the Living: the Old Assyrian nasbītum Rite and Its 

Relation to the Old Babylonian kispum” in Journal of Ancient Near Eastern Religions 
(2024). 
 
In addition, my thesis on the everyday religious lives of Assyrians in the 19th Century 
B.C. is in preparation for publication. 
 
 
 

 
 

https://brill.com/view/journals/jane/24/1/article-p80_2.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/jane/24/1/article-p80_2.xml

