
 
 
 
 

Alumni Spotlight: Dave Horn (MDiv ’87) 
 

Family: Wife: Cecilia, Children: Will, Molly, and four 
grandchildren  

Favorite professors: Garth Rosell and Gordon Fee 

Favorite class: Uses and Abuses of Scripture  

Favorite memory: Falling asleep in Dr. Gwyn 
Walter’s preaching class. The class was using 
folding chairs in the new chapel as it was being built, 
and I was sitting right next to Dr. Walters. I had a 
terrible cold and my wife insisted I take half of a cold 
pill. Alas, I could not stay awake, and every time I 
woke up I found myself staring deep into my dear 
professor’s eyes. I think I got a B in the class. 

 
What year did you return to Gordon-Conwell as an employee, and what was your 
first title? 

I started in 1995 as the Associate Director of the Ockenga Institute and became the 
Director about three years later. 
 
What did you do between when you graduated with your MDiv and when you 
came back? 

After graduating with my MDiv I served as Associate Pastor at First Congregational 
Church in Hamilton, MA, and enrolled in the ThD program in Sociology of Religion at 
Boston University. It was a very busy time. The church experienced significant growth at 
that time, and I focused especially on young adult ministry, college ministry, and an 
expanded Christian Education program with many young families.  
 
Tell us about the various roles in which you served during your twenty years at 
Gordon-Conwell? 

I was the Director of the Ockenga Institute for twenty 
years where I had broad oversight over the 
Shoemaker Center, Mockler Center for Marketplace 
Ministries, Wilson Center for World Missions, Center 
for the Study of Global Christianity, Preaching Center, 
and the Center for Youth Studies.  

While directing the Institute, I had the opportunity to 
re-design and bring under the Institute a new Office 
of Alumni Services, which was the beginning of what 
is now the Office of Alumni Engagement. I also 
designed and directed several Lilly-grant funded 



 
 
 
 
programs, including the Compass youth program and the Ockenga Fellows program, 
which recently completed its final cohort. 

I was the Director of the Semlink online program for over fifteen years, and just recently 
served for eighteen months as Interim Director of the Thriving in Ministry program. 
 
What were some of the programs you developed that had the biggest impact? 

My staff and I had the opportunity to bring what was initially a successful 
correspondence course into the digital age as technology developed. We designed and 
oversaw a growing canon of courses under the Semlink program, which became one of 
the largest online programs in theological education at the time. Of special delight was 
developing and managing the Chinese Semlink program that included translating over 
forty Semlink courses into Mandarin Chinese. 

Two special programs I developed through the Shoemaker Center were the Spurgeon 
Sabbatical program for pastors, co-hosted with Dr. Scott Hafemann, and a free online 
set of courses called Dimensions of the Faith that was used around the globe. 

I also thoroughly enjoyed running the Lilly-funded programs: The Compass Program for 
Vocation for youth, and the Ockenga Fellows program for early career pastors. 
 
What have you loved most about your work? 

I love multi-tasking! Thanks to the generosity of Al and Merdie Shoemaker, the Ockenga 
Institute became a large sandbox where my staff and I were given the latitude to think 

creatively and manage a host of programs 
for pastors, laypersons, alumni, and people 
around the globe. What a gift it was to 
expand theological education beyond the 
tradition classroom of the seminary through 
a host of certificate and diploma programs 
and pastor and lay continuing education 
conferences, forums, workshops, retreats, 
sabbatical programs, and research and 
writing projects. My other great love was 
working with a wonderful staff, from faculty 
and peer administrative colleagues to 
student workers.  

 
What is the biggest influence your own Gordon-Conwell education had on your 
ministry in its various capacities? 

In a word, the FACULTY. The long-term memories of Gordon-Conwell for me can be 
found in the generous spirit of Dr. Roger Nicole, Dr. Gordon Fee’s inspiring teaching 
(that so easily become preaching), the new world of Reformed theology that was 
opened up for me by Dr. Meredith Kline, the humor and wisdom of Dr. Doug Stuart and 
Dr. David Wells, the spontaneous praying of Dr. Christy Wilson in the middle of the 



 
 
 
 
campus, and generous mentoring by Dr. Garth Rosell and Dr. Ken Swetland. This is the 
epicenter of Gordon-Conwell that I will never forget. 

 
Do you have any publications or links to share? 

You can read my book: Soulmates: Friendship, Fellowship, and the Making of Christian 
Community. 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Soulmates-Friendship-Fellowship-Christian-Community/dp/1619708426/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z33H19APMTG2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BmrwunkTcN8LJzMXzm3Eyg.EEdTI18ZzAxLUY01QX-8BWvoMocEr1p-V92va7bzhTk&dib_tag=se&keywords=Soulmates%3A+Friendship%2C+Fellowship+%26+the+Making+of+Christian+Community&qid=1733792898&sprefix=soulmates+friendship%2C+fellowship+%26+the+making+of+christian+community%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Soulmates-Friendship-Fellowship-Christian-Community/dp/1619708426/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z33H19APMTG2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BmrwunkTcN8LJzMXzm3Eyg.EEdTI18ZzAxLUY01QX-8BWvoMocEr1p-V92va7bzhTk&dib_tag=se&keywords=Soulmates%3A+Friendship%2C+Fellowship+%26+the+Making+of+Christian+Community&qid=1733792898&sprefix=soulmates+friendship%2C+fellowship+%26+the+making+of+christian+community%2Caps%2C82&sr=8-1

