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Alumni Spotlight: Terri Montague (MAR ’16)

% Current title: McDonald Distinguished Senior
w. Fellow & Senior Lecturer in Law at Emory
University School of Law

Favorite professor: Dr. William D. Spencer & Dr.
Dennis Hollinger.

Favorite class: Systematic Theology, Church
History, and Christian Apologetics.

Favorite memory: My Mentored Ministry class
(taught by Dr. Ira Frazier) continued informally
afterwards with fellow students and morphed into a
fervent prayer gathering in the CUME parking lot.

, We experienced our class beyond instructional
value—also in its communal value.

Photos provided by Emory University.

Please tell us about your area of expertise and what courses you teach.

My faculty role draws from my two decades of ordained Christian ministry and
experience as a nonprofit executive leader, community development practitioner, city
planner, attorney, and mediator. My recent public lectures include such topics as,
“‘Demystifying and Meeting the Nation’s Housing Affordability Challenge” and “Faith-
Community Responses to the U.S. Housing Crisis.” My law school teaching has focused
on translating theory into practice, including guest lectures in Environmental Law; Law &
Religion: Theory and Methods; and State and Local Government Law courses.

| believe contemporary, Western Christianity simultaneously stands at a crossroads and
in the crosshairs of ‘culture wars’ regarding the meaning, content, and availability of a
God-sized love and Gospel that takes in the entire world; of human rights; of American
democracy; and of citizenship rights and protections. Relatedly, my broader teaching
interest includes developing an interdisciplinary seminar entitled, “Prophetic
Citizenship,” which explores how faith enters and operates in the contemporary ‘public
square’ and builds upon concepts from my Gordon-Conwell master’s project (“Minding
Our Faith: A Developmental Framework for the Contemporary Context”).

How did God weave together your Gordon-Conwell education with other life
events to bring you to where you are now?

| began my Godon-Conwell seminary degree in Massachusetts and completed my
degree program as a commuter to the Charlotte, North Carolina campus from Atlanta,
Georgia. Besides my Gordon-Conwell degree, | also earned joint Doctor of Law and
Master of Theological Studies degrees at Emory University’s School of Law and
Candler School of Theology in Atlanta. After graduation | remained in Atlanta and
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became involved with Emory’s Center for the Study of Law and Religion (CSLR).
Comments | made during a CSLR convening of emerging faculty-scholars attracted the
attention of an Emory benefactor (McDonald Agape Foundation), who subsequently
created for me a generous senior fellowship to crystallize and more widely share the
training, insights, and lessons learned during my 25+ years of multi-disciplinary
professional practice and Christian ministry while leaving “new footprints for Christ” in
the academy.

What are some things you love about your roles as a faculty member, professor,
and/or researcher?

| have found plenty to love in my faculty role. | love the opportunity to “love the Lord with
all [my] mind” through research, teaching, and community problem-solving. | love to
engage, equip, and mentor future leaders for real-world complexity. And as an
interdisciplinary scholar, | love translating complex concepts into concrete morally-,
fiscally-, and legally-sound frameworks, models, and practices.

What are the current challenges of teaching in higher education, being a faculty
member in general, and in your context specifically?

Higher education generally, and theological education particularly, face the continuing
challenge of keeping degree programs accessible and affordable for students. Also,
intellectual and academic freedom can no longer be taken for granted in the present
context, as longstanding democratic norms and constitutional traditions increasingly
become contested. | believe the present devolution and privatization of government
functions and dismantling of the social ‘safety net’ have significant implications for the
new kinds of ministry opportunities and demands that Gordon-Conwell graduates will
likely encounter in the future. Lastly, how best to integrate and ethically apply Al and
large-language information models to higher education pedagogy and practice-
readiness presents quickly evolving challenges and opportunities, as well.

At times | have found interdisciplinary
scholarship to be a blessing and a
burden, in that each academic discipline
has functional ‘gatekeepers’ that do not
always well-accommodate scholarship
that integrates multiple disciplines or
places them in dialogue. Also, as
someone who regards the Scriptures as
self-authenticating and a primary source
of authority and moral teaching, | find
that some academic publishers instead
seem to regard the Scriptures as a
secondary source of authority that needs
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corroboration by other literary sources. As a practical matter, this typically requires
additional time for research and peer-reviews and may mean publishing will take longer
in ways that are hard to predict or plan for.

How has your Gordon-Conwell education served you in your academic work?

My studies at Gordon-Conwell have well-served my academic work by expanding my
intellectual curiosity and giving me tools and skills that help me study deeply and
communicate persuasively. Additionally, Gordon-Conwell’s emphases on spiritual
disciplines and discerning one’s spiritual calling (purpose) and gift-mix have proven
invaluable to my ability to live as a ‘called person’ rather than someone merely driven by
ego or the values of popular culture. And the practice of theological reflection (primarily
through journaling) | developed while a Gordon-Conwell student continues today and
has proven as relevant and useful in my church ministry roles as in my legal scholarship
and other modes of professional practice.

Also, since you teach at a secular institution—are there ways that your Gordon-
Conwell education helped prepare you to work in that environment?

At Emory, | have enjoyed the rare privilege to teach and engage in scholarship in
community and a culture that recognizes and values the dialectic between Law and
Religion, and where | enjoy intellectual and academic freedom to apply an overtly
Christian lens to my scholarly projects. For instance, my recent scholarly projects center
on placemaking as a moral medium for personal and social transformation. And | am
co-Guest Editor on a journal symposium slated for publication later this year (“Law,
Christianity and Racial Justice: Shaping the Future”), where 12 contributing Christian
scholars engage with Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s final monograph, Where Do We
Go from Here: Chaos or Community? In general, | have been welcomed as a valued
conversation partner and mentor among colleagues and students, thanks in part to
training and community formation gained during my Gordon-Conwell studies.

Please share about what’s coming up next for you as you look ahead.

My near-term focus is to complete several works-in-progress. Toward that end, Emory
CSLR has invited me to continue my scholarship as a non-resident Senior Fellow.
Meanwhile, | also plan to seek suitable adjunct teaching opportunities while continuing
high-level advisory work where | can bring the most value.

Do you have any publications or links you would like to share?

e “Redeeming Justice” (October 2, 2020)

e ‘“The Elusive Quest for a Legal Right to Housing in the U.S.”

e “The ‘World House’ Remodeled: Toward Beloved Community Through Housing
Justice” (forthcoming, 39 Journal of Law and Religion (2024)).
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