GORDON @ CONWELL

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Religions on the Silk Road

May 10 — May 25, 2026

Date: Day 1
Boston
Sunday
May 10

Activities:

Depart 9:50pm Turkish Air 82 from Boston to Istanbul

Day 2
Istanbul
Monday
May 11

Arrive 2:10pm Turkish Air 82 in Istanbul (from Boston), also from other airports in the US.

Meet and transfer to Deluxe Golden Horn Hotel in Sultanahmet

Day 3
Istanbul
Tuesday
May 12

Visit Old City, Hippodrome, Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Underground Cistern, Spice Bazaar.

Day 4
Istanbul
Wednesday
May 13

Visit Chora Chapel, Bosphorus Boat Tour, Topkapi Palace, Archaeology Museum

Day 5
Istanbul ->
Tashkent
Thursday
May 14

Transfer to airport
7:15am Turkish Air 366 to Tashkent
1:55pm arrive in Tashkent

Day 6
Tashkent
Friday
May 15

Village Guesthouse, Elena on Uzbekistan, Todd on Silk Road, Cooking Class

e Start to discover sightseeing in the capital of Uzbekistan, the biggest city in
Central Asia. While touring, we will visit Old City part of Tashkent with Khast-
Imam Complex where the world famous Quran of Caliph Uthman has been
preserved. Explore and see traditional and cultural Chorsu Bazaar. Then see
architecture of Tashkent Metro, walk through Amir Timur Square and
Independence Square.
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Day 7
Samarkand Morning drive to Samarkand
Saturday Check into hotel and walk to Registan Square for evening light show
May 16
Day 8 Tour Samarkand
Samarkand Visit spectacular Registan Square, remains of Bibi-Khanum Mosque, Siyob Museum, Ulugbek
Sunday Observatory, Shakhi-Zinda Necropolis, tomb of Daniel and Gur-Emir Mausoleum - the
May 17 mausoleum of Amir Timur.
1= I :

e Poets and historians of the past called Samarkand as “Rome of the East”.
Furthermore, Samarkand is included in the UNESCO World Heritage list due to the
abundance of material and spiritual values.

o You will discover the history and the marvelous culture of the Samarkand. You
will have a guide which explain attractive sights. Unique monuments of ancient
architecture, heritage of scientific and art schools, artisans workshops are well-
known around the world.

Day 9

Nurata Morning drive to Nurata Yurt Camp
Monday Visit lake, Fish dinner

May 18 Campfire folk songs

Day 10 Camel rides at Nurata

-’l\-llljj ézszy Afternoon drive to Bukhara

May 19

Walk to the center of the city for dinner in 2,500-year-old square
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Day 11 Tour Bukhara
Bukhara Take a walking sightseeing tour with a guide in historic center of Bukhara which has been
Wednesday listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. Visit Lyabi-Khauz Ensemble, Magoki-Attori
May 20 Mosque, trade domes, Ulugbek and Abdulazizkhan madrasahs,
gaihlz Tour Bukhara
Tflljurseg: Kalyan Minaret, Kalyan Mosque and Miri-Arab Madrasah, legendary Ark Fortress, Bolo-Khauz
May 21 y Mosque and Chashma-Ayub mausoleum.
o Walk through ancient and historical places. You will have an opportunity to see
the vibrant and unique culture and tradition of Bukhara Bukhara is Central
e Asia’s holiest city, it has buildings spanning a thousand years of history and a
thoroughly lived-in and cohesive old center that hasn’t changed to much in two
centuries.
E%;B Morning drive to Khiva
Friday Walk to outdoor restaurant in the walled city for dinner.
May 22
Day 14 Visit Main fortress — Ichan-Kala, Kunya-Ark fortress, Dishan-Kala fortress; Ancient mosques
Khiva and madrassas, minarets, mausoleums — there are more than 100 of them in Khiva; Palaces
Saturday and residences of Khiva rulers; Ancient caravanserais and baths; walk along the wall around
May 23 sunset.

e Khiva is considered as a museum under the sky. Dating back more than
2,500 years, Khiva was added to the UNESCO world heritage list in 1990. It
is surrounded by two impressive walls and boasts remarkable blue domes
and minarets.
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Day 15 Khiva

-> Tashkent Morning flight Khiva to Tashkent

Sunday Afternoon in Chorsu market for souvenirs.

May 24

Day 16

Istanbul -> 9:20am Turkish Air 369 to Istanbul, arrives at 12:45pm
Boston 4:40pm Turkish Air 81 to Boston, arrives at 7:55pm
Monday May

25




